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SITE PLAN AND APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE (SPAARC) 
MEETING NOTES 
December 8, 2010 

 
Attendees: 
 
Committee Members: D. Argumedo, P. D’Agostino, I. Eckersberg, W. Hallen, M. Rons 
 P. Schneider 
 
Other Staff: B. Newman 
 
Presiding Member: W. Hallen, Chair 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Hallen called the meeting to order at 2:32 p.m.   
 
 
Projects Reviewed: 
 
SPAARC    1517 Elmwood Avenue Concept Review 
Proposal to build a front entrance canopy 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:   Kerry Dickson Representing “One Evanston” 
    
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Dickson presented photos and renderings of the property and material samples for the 
proposed canopy.  The following was discussed: 
• One Evanston is the new name for the Winthrop Club 
• Existing main residential entrance is not well-defined; has been mistaken for a service 

entrance 
• Propose to replace existing plaster soffit above the lobby window with a wood acrylic resin 

faced canopy anchored by structural steel, which will  extend approximately 1’ from existing 
wall on the north and 5’ to 6’ going east to fill notch on building property line 

• Also propose to improve lighting, new interiors and lobby furniture 
• Materials: 

o Change existing canopy from exposed concrete to durable wood acrylic resin product 
o Adding more of existing lighting fixtures to the edge of the sidewalk 
o Low concrete wall will separate main entrance from the loading dock 
o Replacing existing concrete plaza to match lobby floor 
o Replacing bare dirt in small area with river rock 

• Ms. Eckersberg advised Mr. Dickson that the rock-filled area should be surrounded by a 
low containing wall 

• Fire Dept. instructions to be moved to the north so they are clear and placed visibly in front 
of fire connection 

• Mr. Schneider advised Mr. Dickson that the overhang should not extend more than 2’ fro 
the curb 
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• Mr. Schneider advised Mr. Dickson that he will need to submit a plat and legal description 
of the property easement with a description of the canopy for the City Council meeting, and 
that he should contact the alderman of the ward to request a suspension of the rules so 
they can expedite approval 

• The front of the sign, from the right of way to the base should preferably be 6” to 8” 
• Mr. Schneider advised Mr. Dickson that the front of the sign should preferably be set-back 

6” to 8” from the right of way  
• The Committee agreed that the addition will be an improvement to the property 

 
Action: 
No vote is taken on concept reviews. 
 
 
SPAARC    1932 Maple Avenue Recommendation to ZBA 
Request for special use permit for a multi-family building in a B1 business zoning district – 
continued from the December 1, 2010 SPAARC meeting 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:   Jonathan Bean  Representing owner, Nefrette Halim 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
As requested at the last meeting, Mr. Bean presented elevations of the current and proposed 
facade.  The following was discussed: 
• Discussed at last meeting: 

o Propose to convert to residential the 2 commercial spaces on the 1st floor of the 
building, which the owner has not been able to rent (businesses say the location 
is too far from the commercial area) 

o A special use permit is required to put residential unit(s) on the 1st floor in a B1 
business district 

o Propose 2 additional units on the ground floor 
o Existing 10 residential units in building: 

 (2) 3 bedroom units 
 (8) 1 bedroom units 

• Proposed elevations illustrated a cohesiveness with the rest of the building 
• Existing ground floor doorway in front of building to remain 
• Existing entry and exit on south side of building with an ADA access ramp to remain 
• Exit door on west side to remain 
• Materials: 

o Existing lintels to remain 
o Brick to match the rest of the building 

• The ZBA had recommended approval with the following conditions: 
o Windows are cohesive 
o Lintils are limestone 

• Mr. Rons advised Mr. Bean that the Life Safety Code requires a fire alarm system for 
buildings with more than 11 units (however sprinklering is not required) 

• Mr. Argumedo noted that the ZBA recommended approval by a 4-2 vote with the 2 against 
concerned about chipping away at the business district.  He said the student housing issue 
was not discussed at the ZBA meeting. 
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Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the special use permit. 
 
 
Other Business: 
The meeting notes of the November 24, 2010 and December 1, 2010 meetings were approved 
by a majority vote with 2 abstaining. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.   
 
The next SPAARC meeting will take place on Wednesday, December 22, 2010 unless 
otherwise noted. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbie Newman 
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