
APPROVED 
 

SITE PLAN AND APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE (SPAARC) 
MEETING NOTES 

May 25, 2011 
 
Attendees: 
 
Members Present: D. Argumedo, P. D’Agostino, I. Eckersberg, W. Hallen, D. Marino, 
 M. Rons 
 
Staff Present: B. Newman  
 
Presiding Member: W. Hallen 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Hallen called the meeting to order at 2:37 p.m.   
 
 
Projects Reviewed: 
 
SPAARC    1629 Orrington Avenue Concept, Preliminary and Final 
Interior remodel of an existing 2-story building to create white-boxes and exterior façade 
improvement. 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:    Joel Lome Architect  
   Ian Guenther        “ 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Lome presented plans. The following was discussed: 
• Existing building (former Borders Bookstore)has been vacant for approximately 10 years 
• Propose: 

o To divide the 1st floor into 5 retail stores, the 2nd floor into business offices 
o Minor modifications to the Orrington façade: 

 West curtain wall will be replaced with matching storefront 
 To add 3 doors along south side of building and recess west doors 3’ for covered 
entry off Orrington  

o Storefronts will match in color and style: all bronze tinted windows 
o All store fronts to be contained within existing envelope of façade 
o Landlord only, no tenant improvements 
o Existing elevator, stairs to remain 

 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the concept, preliminary and final plan. 
 
 
SPAARC    548 Elmwood Avenue Recommendation to ZBA 
Application for major zoning relief to remove and rebuild back porches and stairs attached to 
an existing 3-story apartment building 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:    Steven Sellberg Representing owner 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Sellberg presented plans. The following was discussed: 
• Property is a 3 story, 25 unit apartment building 
• Stairs are to be rebuilt and must be rebuilt to current code standards, so they will be larger 

than existing 
• Existing porches are very narrow and will be made wider and safer 
• Zoning variation needed because existing building is over allowed lot coverage and 

impervious surface coverage: 
o Increase in building lot coverage from 63.1% to 64.7% 
o Increase in impervious surface coverage from 67.3% to 69% 

 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval to the ZBA. 
 
 
Other Business: 
The meeting notes of the May 18, 2011 meeting were approved by majority with one abstaining.  
There being no other business, the meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.   
 
The next SPAARC meeting will take place on Wednesday, June 1, 2011 unless otherwise notified. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbie Newman 
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