
APPROVED 
 

SITE PLAN AND APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE (SPAARC) 
MEETING NOTES 

June 1, 2011 
 
Attendees: 
 
Members Present: D. Argumedo, B. Barnes, J. Cory, R. Dahal, I. Eckersberg, W. Hallen, 

D. Marino, S. Nagar, J. Nelson, M. Rons, P. Schneider 
 
Staff Present: C. Caneva, B. Newman, Ald. A. Rainey 
 
Presiding Member: W. Hallen 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Hallen called the meeting to order at 2:33 p.m.   
 
 
Projects Reviewed: 
 
SPAARC    1 Northwestern Place Preliminary and Final 
Exterior modifications to existing Garrett parking lot at Northwestern University (NU) 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:    Andrew McGonigle Representing NU 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. McGonigle explained the modifications and presented plans. The following was discussed: 
• Mr. Schneider noted: 

o That City Council voted last year to place a traffic light just south of the entrance to 
Garrett 

o Current parking lot has separate exit and entrance lanes; to be configured into side road 
configuration 

o Construction of side road planned for the summer of 2012 
• Mr. McGonigle explained the following: 

o That the road leading to the parking area will have a new name 
o The new road will have 1 outbound and 1 inbound lane (currently there are 3 lanes) 
o New pedestrian crossing will be signed in accordance with the Multi Modal 

Transportation Plan 
o Fire Dept. requested no curb cut be added on Sheridan Rd. 
o Road is to provide a vista through to cooling pond 
o Road must accommodate a 63’ fire truck 
o Designated fire lane on from Garrett goes around north part of Lunt and Shanley per 

conversation with Mr. Janetske and Mr. Rons of Fire Dept. 
o Hose connection on east end 
o North fire lane plan preserves trees 
o Circular drive around Shanley will be replaced with a walkway 
o 2 landscaped islands will be in the center of the fire lanes behind Shanley; Road will 

end in rear of Kellogg 
o Garrett has just done major landscaping in conjunction with plan 
o Driveway on south side of Loda Hall to be straightened 
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o Plan will improve pedestrian flow, directing pedestrian traffic away from parking lots; 
currently there are multiple crossings; new cross walk proposed at top of hill to make 
safer for pedestrians 

o Parking: 3,947 spaces required; with redesign, 4,289 proposed (77 above required amt) 
o Proposed reduction of 12 reserved parking spaces to 11  
o No reduction proposed of the 3 ADA spots, the 1 IGO spot and the 4 visitor spots 
o New entrance has been approved by the Preservation Commission (includes 2 stone 

pillars and a metal fence) 
o Impervious surface of sidewalks being improved 
o Proposed standard hoop design bike racks at the northwest corner of Kellogg 
o Ambulance access in parking area leading to Lunt, if necessary 
o Presented landscaping plan; landscaping to begin shortly after 6/20; finished by early 

September 
o Lighting: on pedestrian walkway, parkways, parking lot and fire lane with night sky 

protected; pole height 30’ on parking pole lights; excavation plan is cognizant of 
geothermal fields 

o Propose placement of emergency phones and bollards 
o Presented photo metrics; no spillover onto street 
o Additional light to be placed on Sheridan 
o Fire hydrants are potable water main 

 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the preliminary and final plan. 
 
 
SPAARC    2424 Oakton Street Preliminary 
Proposed retail food service store 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:    Bill Casey Real Estate Manager 
   John Walsh  
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Casey presented plans for the Gordon Foods. The following was discussed: 
• Propose: 

o No direct access to store; east of Dunkin Donuts, with whom they share a driveway 
o 65 parking spaces built slightly above grade 
o Utilities served by storm sewer, drain individually 
o Site drains through Oakton 
o Presented landscaping plan: low plants and some taller trees in front (north elevation) 
o Electrical underground 
o Large green island in center of parking lot 

• Presented material samples:  
o Bottom, 4’ face block 
o Bella Brick 
o Split face concrete that looks like brick 
o Aluminized window trim; white flashing 
o Canopy 
o Off-white crown cornice 

• Mr. Dahal suggested a pedestrian crossing on the east side of the building; Mr. Barnes 
suggested an ADA ramp 
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• 2 ADA parking spaces on west side and a 3rd on the north side; very close to entrance 
• Ald. Rainey commented that she is thrilled to have Gordon Foods on the site but expressed 

concern for the landscaping plan and requested more foliage on the north side of building 
• Mr. Nelson advised a 10’ width for Fire Dept. access; hydrant to be moved 
• Mr. Rons suggested that the Fire Dept. would want to use the hydrant on Oakton and 

would want a clear path to the riser on the west side of the building; island will be moved 
• 10 bike racks in the no parking area 
• Owner of Gordon foods will be responsible for asphalt finishing, the sign and the detention 

pond work  
 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the preliminary plans. 
 
 
SPAARC    2222 Main Street Preliminary and Final 
Ward Manufacturing applies for a building permit for interior remodeling and a new loading 
dock addition 
 
This item has been postponed as the applicant was not present. 
 
 
SPAARC    1200 Davis Street Final 
Roycemore School applies for a building permit to construct a lobby, gymnasium, and access 
stair tower additions to the existing building. 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:    Stephen Yas   Architect 
   Mike Aufderheider        “ 
   Glenn Carlson 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Yas explained the plan. The following was discussed: 
• Propose: 

o Gymnasium on SW corner of building where there is currently a parking lot 
o Keeping large trees and open space in front 
o Landscaping and 48” ornamental iron fence to be added to protect new play are on 

Ridge side of building 
o Presented landscaping plan 
o Ornamental shrubs to be along driveway on Asbury 
o Presented play lot photo metrics 
o Lighting: replacing 4 parking lot pole lights (other lights are on building) 
o 25% less windows but kept with module for consistency 

• Presented material samples: 
o Colored materials on  gym addition and stair towers to mimic module 
o Hardy board will match color of windows 
o Windows will allow diffused, insulated light into gym (to prevent glare) 
o Base material: pre-cast concrete matching dark Hardy Board (also at base of stair 

towers) 
o 2’ X 4’ 8” dark panels, horizontal perforated between windows; alternating smooth and 

textured 
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o Vertical anodized aluminum between new modules 
 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the final plan. 
 
 
Other Business: 
The meeting notes of the May 25, 2011 meeting were approved unanimously.  There being no 
other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:40 p.m.   
 
The next SPAARC meeting will take place on Wednesday, June 8, 2011 unless otherwise notified. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbie Newman 
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