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SITE PLAN AND APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE (SPAARC) 
MEETING NOTES 

September 15, 2010 
 

Attendees: 
 
Committee Members: J. Cory, B. Dunkley, I. Eckersberg, W. Hallen, M. Rons, C. Ruiz 
 
Other Staff: B. Newman 
 
Citizen Member: S. Valavanis 
 
Presiding Member: W. Hallen, Chair 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Hallen called the meeting to order at 2:34 p.m.   
 
 
Projects Reviewed: 
 
SPAARC    1527 Chicago Avenue Preliminary & Final 
Interior and Exterior changes to Giordano’s Restaurant new location 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:    Ted Mavrakis Owner 
  
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Mavrakis presented plans for the new location.  The following was discussed: 
• Change to exterior: low masonry wall with railing to surround outdoor dining area off alley 

on south side of building 
• Outside dining area not roofed 
• String lights and bollards to light outside dining area 
• No residential within ½ block 
• Open space to be used as dining patio currently an outside entrance area to the building 
• Materials: Plan to explore removing paint from bricks and tuck pointing 
• The Committee agreed that the new location will be good for Giordano’s business and for 

the east side of Evanston’s downtown. 
 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the preliminary and final plans. 
 
 
SPAARC    1527 Chicago Avenue  Recommendation to Sign Board 
Request for variation from sign regulations for a blade sign 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:   Walter Hallen & Ted Mavrakis, owner 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
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Chair Hallen presented pictures of the proposed signs for Giordano’s Restaurant.  The 
following was discussed: 
• Originally proposed is a variation request for 2 large illuminated blade signs at the corner of 

the building measuring 3’ X 15’ 
• Mr. Mavrakis said he is going to change the request to a single oval blade sign that 

protrudes 12’ from the corner of the building 
 

Action: 
The Committee did not vote on a recommendation to the Sign Board since Mr. Mavrakis is 
changing the sign he will be presenting at the Sign Board meeting. 
 
 
SPAARC    910 Sherman Avenue  Recommendation to Sign Board 
Request for variation from sign regulations for a blade sign 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:   Walter Hallen 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Chair Hallen presented a picture of the proposed sign for “Chicago Strings”.  The following was 
discussed: 
• A variation from the sign regulations that do not allow any blade signs is requested for an 

18” by 24” blade sign 
• Mr. Ruiz noted that the building has been modified such that deeply recessed glass 

doorways with angled windows have been removed and stores’ windows are all flush with 
each other, however the bracket and sign design are classic; style may clash 

• Chair Hallen noted that the location of the store is not on a main business street and the 
sign will help identify it 

 
Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the blade sign. 
 
 
SPAARC    1620 Sherman Avenue  Recommendation to Sign Board 
Request for variation from sign regulations for a window sign 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:   Walter Hallen 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Chair Hallen presented a picture of the proposed signs for Rubloff and Kaplan.  The following 
was discussed: 
• Chair Hallen noted that the entrance to the 2 businesses, Rubloff and Kaplan are in a 

deeply recessed entranceway with no windows facing the street 
• 20% coverage of a window pane is allowed; request is to fill 100% of one pane and 50% of 

another 
 

Action: 
The Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the signs to be placed 
symmetrically, in panes at either end of the window area. 
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Other Business: 
The Committee voted by majority with one abstaining to approve the September 1, 2010 
meeting notes. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:17 p.m.   
 
The next SPAARC meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 22, 2010 unless 
otherwise noted. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbie Newman 
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