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Bookends and Beginnings, 1712
Sherman Ave., Alley 1, ribbon cutting
on June 14, 2014

Highlights

10

Businesses Opened

169

Announced Johs

Million in Commercial
Construction Spending

«3:.;::55' EVﬂnSton

2014 2™ Quarter Report

New Businesses Keep Evanston “Hip” This Summer

The second quarter of 2014 has been a hot one for Evanston Economic
Development. “When did Evanston get hip?" is the headline of a recent Crain's
Chicago Business article covering Evanston's booming restaurant and brewery
scene. From April through June, the City welcomed 10 new businesses, saw the
expansion of NextChapter Evanston, approved an estimated $34 million in
commercial construction spending, and provided jobs to 500 youth with the
help of the Mayor's Summer Youth Employment Program and funding from the
lllinois Department of Natural Resources Youth Recreation Corp and Justice
Assistance Grants (JAG).
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Brian Huston, formerly of The Publican, and John Kim,
of The Brothers K, shown during construction of their
new restaurant, Boltwood, located at 804 Davis St.

Sales Tax Collected

Sales in the 2™ quarter have been on par with the 2013 average, with sales exceeding
that average in April and May. The chart below shows the sales tax distributed to the
City of Evanston by the Illinois Department of Revenue.

13 M 13 M
12 M 12M

2013 Monthly Feb 2014 Mar 2014 Apr 2014 May 2014

Avg
Source: lllinois Department of Revenue.
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New Businesses in Evanston

Long-anticipated restaurants such as Boltwood, LYFE
Kitchen, and Smylie Bros. Restaurant and Brewery were
among the 10 new businesses to open their doors this
quarter. Just Turkey moved into town from Chicago’s
Edgewater neighborhood, and Bookends and Beginnings
became Evanston’s newest indie book seller, opening in
the former Bookman’s Alley space. Additionally, Frio
Gelato is now scooping in a beautiful retail space fronting
its manufacturing operation at 1701 Simpson St.

New Business Openings

Business Address Type Part- Full-
Time Time

Boltwood 804 Davis St. Restaurant | 6 18

Bookends P A

and Allev 1 S Aoy Retail 4 6

Beginnings ey

Frio Gelato ' 1701 Simpson St. Restaurant | 2 =

Homestead i Specialty

Meats 1305 Chicago Ave. Grocer 1 2

Just Turkey | 2430 Main St. Restaurant | 5 1

LYFE

Kitchen 1603 Orrington Ave. | Restaurant 65 5

Marie's _

ElerEs 1808 Dempster St. Retail 4 -

Smylie

Bros.

BlesiEnEnh 1615 Oak Ave. Restaurant 30 10

and Brewery

Tutti Frutti :

Yogurt 809 Davis St. Restaurant 9 1

BTRacing 1910 Greenwood St. | Auto Repair | - 2

Source: City of Evanston

The Smylie
brothers on
opening night at
Smylie Bros.
Restaurant and
Brewery,

1615 Oak Ave.
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Just Turkey, 2430
Main St., ribbon

cutting on April

14, 2014
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Construction Activity in Evanston

The Building & Inspections Services Division has been busy
this summer with an estimated $34 million in commercial
construction permitted this quarter. One of those projects is
Sketchbook Brewery, which redeveloped a former taxi garage
into Evanston’s first community-supported nanobrewery.
While construction spending is slightly down from last
quarter, several big projects are expected to break ground
later this summer. Additionally, the incoming Starbucks,
located at 1901 Dempster St., and Whole Foods, located at
2748 Green Bay Rd., both had an estimated construction
value of $300,000 per project for this quarter.

Sketchbook Brewery will open its orange door later
this summer behind 825 Chicago Ave.

Top 5 Commercial Construction Projects

M Business Address Type $$%
Northwestern Various School $12,300,000
In Commercial Construction Activity University
NorthShore University | 2650 Ridge Ave. Health $2,5633,671
Hospital
Museum of Time and 1560 Oak Ave. Museum $1,500,000
Glass
E2 Apartments 1890 Maple Ave. Residential | $1,096,668
Food 4%
Retail 24% - 807 Church St. Mixed Use | $554,300
Healt?care Source: City of Evanston
7% Source: City of Evanston
- - r
Northwestern University

The second quarter saw both the completion and

commencement of construction projects on campus. While

the North Campus Parking Garage was completed and

opened for use, the new facility for the Kellogg School of J!?Am
Management began construction in April. The South s S R
Campus has also seen some activity with the completion of

the new Visitors Center Parking Garage which is a part of

the new state-of-the-art Visitors Center, scheduled to open

this fall.

The new Music and Communication Building.
Expected completion date: Spring 2015
|

In NU Commercial Construction Activity
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http://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/

Evanston

Workforce Development

Evanston’s unemployment rate is currently 5.9%,
below the national average and well below the state
average. City staff continues to work with community
partners to identify opportunities and programs to train
and empower residents. Of note, the Mayor’s Summer
Youth Employment Program attracted 610 participants
and was able to provide 323 jobs. With funding from
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Youth
Recreation Corp and Justice Assistance Grants (JAG),
the City was able to provide 177 additional jobs and
reached its goal of providing 500 jobs for local youth!
In addition to these opportunities, Career Pathways, a
collaboration between the City of Evanston and the
Youth Job Center, offered comprehensive career
training to 24 under-skilled, at-risk and re-entry youth.

Mayor’s Summer Youth Employment Program

610 500

Job Fair Attendees Jobs Offered

Career Pathways

24 710%

Participants Full-time Job Placements
Unemployment Rate
10
8
6
Source: Illinois
4 Department of
Employment
2 Security.
Please note that
employment rates
Y are not seasonally
April June adjusted.
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Evanston NextChapter

16 162

Classes Participants

Last quarter, the City of Evanston launched
“NextChapter Evanston,” a resource hub designed
to nurture Evanston’s freelance, solopreneur and
home-based businesses at their earliest stage of
development. NextChapter had great success, with
162 participants attending its classes! To learn
more or register for a class, visit
nextchapterevanston.com. Please note: you must
hold an Evanston Public Library card to participate.

Second Quarter Select Courses

4/2/14 Trademark, Copyright & Patent Basics for
Start-Ups

5/22/14 Your Business Website: It pays to look good!

6/5/14 Lessons on Social Media and the Law from
“Breaking Bad”

6/10/14 Trademark, Copyright & Patent Basics for
Start-Ups

6/25/14 Meet the Sharks-Financial Planning for

Business Owners

L2a

Evanston youth participate in mock interviews. In June, the City
of Evanston reported 500 youth were hired for summer jobs.
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Community Engagement

Top Stories on Social Media

Walsh Natural Health is celebrating 20 years in Evanston 04/29/2014
As if SwipeSense didn't have enough accolades, congrats on Crain’s Chicago 20 in their 20s 05/05/2014
Hewn to build first parklet in Evanston 06/05/2014
Congrats, Temperance Beer Co. — The Hop Review's beer of the month for June 06/05/2014
Flavour Cooking Schoo! [ NG
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