
APPROVED 

 
SITE PLAN AND APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE (SPAARC) 

MEETING NOTES 
September 24, 2008 

 
Attendees: 
 
Committee Members: Donna Brody, Jill Chambers, Jeff Cory, Kerry Demski, 

William Dunkley, Ingrid Eckersberg, Dennis Marino, 
Michael Rons   

 
Other Staff:  Dominick Argumedo, Brian Barnes, Ald. Hansen,  
  Bobbie Newman, Ald. Rainey, Morris Robinson,  
  Carlos Ruiz 
  
Presiding Member: Walter Hallen 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Hallen called the meeting to order at 2:47 p.m.   
 
Projects Reviewed: 
 
SPAARC  1744 Darrow  Final 
Resurface the parking lot for Bethel AME Church 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY: Neil Davidson Steward/Project Manager 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Davidson presented the parking lot site plan. The following was discussed: 
• No changes to preliminary plan 
• No changes to drainage engineering drawings 
• Spaces being replaced as they were 
• Mr. Dunkley stated that there were no unresolved issues 

 
ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the final plan for parking lot resurfacing. 
 
 
SPAARC  509 Main Street  Preliminary and Final 
Replacement of 22 existing windows with bronze aluminum windows 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:  John Golat Window Contractor 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Golat presented a photo of the building showing the windows to be replaced. The following 
was discussed: 
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(CONTINUED) 
SPAARC  509 Main Street  Preliminary and Final 
Removal of 22 existing windows and replacement with bronze aluminum windows 
 
• Propose: 

o To replace windows on the 2nd & 3rd floors of the front of the building only 
o To remove old sash, install fiberglass insulation and caulk around new windows 
o Bronze color aluminum windows 

• Openings and masonry stay the same 
• Not replacing windows on the storefront(s); (only the 2nd and 3rd floors) 
• Everything including the bays and moldings stays the same 
• The price of wood windows was $700 - $1,000/each for materials, as opposed to 

$400/each for materials and installation for aluminum 
• Energy efficient 

 
ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the preliminary and final proposal for the 
replacement of the windows. 
 
 
SPAARC  101 Hamilton Street – North lot Preliminary 
Subdivision and consolidation of north lot to preserve historical fences and legitimatize the 
existing encroachments 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:  America Garcia  Morgante Wilson Architects 
   John Potter  Architect 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Potter presented site plans of the existing and proposed property lines. The following was 
discussed: 
• Lot is to have a new street number which has not yet been assigned (1212 or 1210 Lake 

Shore Blvd.) 
• Existing fence goes around parcel to the north, encroaching on the northern neighbor’s 

property 
• 5’ by 60’ sliver of Hamilton lot bordering 1214 Lake Shore Blvd. is to be sold to owner of 

1214 Lake Shore Blvd. ; propose to subdivide 101 Hamilton by a 625 sq. ft. sliver which 
goes back 125’ 

• Sale will preserve existing improvements on property and prevent conflict between future 
owners 

• House under construction on 101 Hamilton lot is in compliance 
• Preservation Commission recommends approval 

 
ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the preliminary proposal. 
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SPAARC  2201 Oakton   Preliminary 
Development of an Aldi food store adjacent to the existing PetSmart building in the Home 
Depot shopping center on Oakton 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:  Brian Holcombe  Aldi Representative 
   Jim Conroy  Contract Purchaser 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Conroy presented a site plan, a rendering of the proposed Aldi store and photos of the 
surrounding area. The following was discussed: 
• Propose: 

o A 5- aisle Aldi Store to be immediately east of PetSmart on an existing “out lot” 
o Existing parking layout to remain  
o Existing site lighting to remain 
o Existing landscaping to remain and also be enhanced per the specifications of 

the City 
o Existing line of trees at property line to remain and be enhanced to block view 

from residences across the street 
o Existing access points to remain 
o Locked, gated access route to remain locked (from the east) 
o Trucks to circle around Home Depot, turn around in an adequate 110’ diameter 

area and back into dock 
o No truck access on Hartrey 
o Space for future expansion on east side of building to be used for storing carts 

and is to be landscaped and gated with secured, see-through gates (wrought 
iron, a high one in the rear and a lower one in front), and maintained 

o No drive-up window 
o Building height: 17’ (adjacent building is 24’ high) 
o Solid walls on the west and north to be screened from surrounding residents’ 

view by landscaping; existing landscaping will be improved 
• Aldi Grocery is the type of store on list of approved special uses for this location 
• Mr. Hallen commented: 

o The glass areas, the pavilion at the corner of the building and the canopy are 
positive features 

o The piers on the building are industrial-looking; suggested they use standard size 
brick and piers in the same color brick 

o Standard size brick should be used instead of split face block 
• Mr. Conroy replied that Home Depot and PetSmart require them to use compatible 

materials but will discuss with them 
• Mr. Marino requested that the dead trees and shrubs be replaced and that the parking lot is 

shielded with a landscaped buffer; Mr. Conroy requested meeting at the site to review 
• Mr. Marino requested that a litter plan be put in place, holding Aldi responsible for litter 

pickup in the entire shopping center (being a food store) 
• Mr. Holcombe stated that all of Aldi’s cardboard boxes are compressed and recycled from 

within the store and the trash bin is inside the dock and screened by a retaining wall 
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• Mr. Marino requested that deliveries be made only between the hours of 7:00a.m. and 9:00 
p.m. in consideration of the surrounding residents. 

• The Committee discussed the difficulty of expansion in the area proposed; Mr. Holcombe 
noted that Aldi usually co-owns the property and usually has the flexibility to expand and 
wished to have some flexibility in place; parking does permit it 

• Mr. Holcombe asked whether it would be possible to put a tasteful monument sign on 
Oakton to which Mr. Marino advised that it would probably be discouraged and would 
require a variance; (there will be a sign posted on the panel with the Home Depot and 
PetSmart signs, conforming to sign regulations) 

• Ms. Chambers requested that future elevations include the adjacent building(s) 
• Mr. Rons was assured there is adequate fire truck access of 30’  

 
ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to table the proposal until the applicant presents a revised 
design reflecting the changes requested by the Committee. 
 
 
Other Business: 
 
The meeting notes of the September 17, 2008 meetings were approved unanimously. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. The next SPAARC meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
October 1, 2008, unless otherwise notified. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbie Newman 
Executive Secretary, Planning Division 
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