FY 2004/05
Budget Memo Requests

Cost of extending backstops at Mason and other parks to protect baseball
players.

Land ownership at the Lighthouse complex.

10 Month General Fund Financial update.

Fire Chief’s position schedule.

Executive summary of the Civic Center options and process.

Activities in the Human Relations Department.

A map showing all City owned parcels or lots that are build able.

Cost of adding one property inspector.

Expenditures in the Emergency Telephone System Fund.



CITY OF EVANSTON
INTERDEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

DATE:  January 30, 2004

TO: Roger Crum, City Manager

FROM:  Douglas Gaynor, Director, Parks/Forestry and Recreation
RE: Response to Budget Memo Request from 1/24/04

Budget Memo #1 states: Provide cost of extending backstops and or moving benches at Mason and
other parks to protect baseball players.

Staff has inspected the two sites that are used for baseball league play that have not yet been
renovated. These are located at Mason Park and Foster Field. All other locations used for league play
(James and Crown Parks) have either already been improved with new backstops and fencing to
protect the players, or they are scheduled to be improved in 2004 (Leahy Park). In the current CIP,
the baseball field at Mason Park is scheduled to be renovated in 2005. Therefore staff does not
recommend doing any extensive work at this location that would end up being removed next year.
Additionally, there is already money allocated for the improvement of the baseball fields at Foster.
Staff has postponed performing this work until we can work out an understanding with School
District 65 for a long-term property commitment, as the School District actually owns this property.

Based upon our inspection of the site at Mason Park, staff recommends the installation of eight-
foot high chain link fencing for approximately thirty feet along each baseline, between the playing
field and the player benches. This will protect anyone sitting on the benches from errant balls that
may be hit or thrown in their direction. Staff estimates the cost to have this fencing installed to be
approximately $2,200.00 for both sections of fence.

At Foster Field, the existing conditions are similar to Mason, but the one existing bench is
partially behind the backstop already. Staff recommends a similar solution with eight-foot high fence
extensions, along with two new player benches on both sides of the field, which can be moved out
from behind the backstop. Our cost estimate for these improvements is approximately $2,600.00.

Both of these improvements can be funded through the current CIP allocation for Park
Maintenance/Furniture Replacement, so no additional funding would be necessary. While both of
these recommended improvements are fairly permanent in nature, they are not our recommended
long-term solution. We believe the minimal nature of this work will protect both the players and
spectators until we can implement the entire field renovations.



