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Current Parks/Forestry and Recreation Department Volunteer Opportunities  Winter 2008-09 
 
Chandler-Newberger Community Center  

• “March Madness” basketball tournament: scorekeepers and miscellaneous assistance 
• Flag football: Coaches for teams 
• Basketball: Coaches for teams 
• Friday Free Tennis: Tennis instructors 
• Center Advisory Board 
• Summer Programs: Counselors/instructors 

 
Fleetwood-Jourdain Community Center and Fleetwood-Jourdain Theatre 

• Community Center Advisory Board 
• Parents’ Committee related to youth in after-school programs 
• After-school program instructors and homework helpers 
• Basketball League Coordinator 
• Basketball league coaches for COE-Pops (20 to 25 coaches) 
• Basketball league coaches for FAAM Middle School league  (45 coaches) 
• Basketball instructors 
• Marital arts or recreation program instructors 
• Reading skills program instructor for youth reading program 
• Theatre program assistants 
 

Levy Senior Center  
• Library: reshelve books and straighten the library  
• Computer lab: drop-in lab mentor 
• Program leaders for card groups, musical groups and exercise groups  
• Tax counselors (training is provided by AARP in January) 
• Special Event assistance: dances, flu shot clinic, etc. 
• Gift Shop: operate the shop, handle cash and assist staff with restocking or reshelving 
• Bingo: Call bingo, call back winning numbers and/or distribute prizes  
• Advisory Board: group meets monthly and may delegate committee work 
• Life Enrichment Fund Committee: 501(c)3 organization, fundraising work  

 
*SHIP: The Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) is a FREE statewide health insurance counseling service for 
Medicare beneficiaries and their caregivers. SHIP is sponsored by the Illinois Division of Insurance.  SHIP 
counselors are trained by the Illinois Division of Insurance to educate consumers and answer questions about 
Medicare, Medicare Supplement, long term care insurance, Medicare HMOs, private fee-for-service and other health 
insurance, organize and assist in filing Medicare and Medicare Supplement claims, and analyze Medicare 
Supplement and long term care policies. 
 
Special Recreation 

• Special Olympic training in swimming, track and field, basketball, ice-skating, area track meet and bowling 
• Park Camp counselors and instructors (summer camp) 
• Camp REAL counselors and instructors (summer camp in August) 
• Aides for weekend-long Family Camp for people with special needs 
• Program assistants for Holiday Gala 

 
Robert Crown Community Center  

• Advisory Board - group meets in Jan., March, May, Sept., Oct. and Nov. 
• Summer Camp: counselors and instructors 
• Skating School: Help at twice-annual ice shows (40 helpers needed). Includes duties as ticket takers, ice 

show ushers, assistants on picture day, spotlight operators, assistant in charge of cast party; costume room 
assistance, costume room coordinators. 

• Hockey instructors/team coaches 
• July Open Competition: About 10 volunteers needed for duties at check-in table, rink gate, coordinating 

music and running score 
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Cultural Arts 
• Camp programs: assist counselors with the children; clean, pack and inventory during  camp move-in and 

shut-down 
• Curatorial, preparation and installation services for Noyes Art Gallery 

 
Lakeshore Arts Festival 
50 volunteers needed as follows: 
 

• Children’s Craft Tent (15 people) to set-up craft projects and aid children with projects 
• Floaters (16 people) to walk through the festival to help artists and patrons who have questions, booth 

sitting for artists who need to take a break; be available for any random tasks that need to be completed 
• Hospitality (2 people) to provide beverages and snacks to artists and vendors, clean up food tent, help 

individual artists throughout the festival 
• Information Booth (10 people) to provide visitors with information, pass out program books, insure a 

positive festival experience for all, fold and sell Festival t-shirts.    
 
Evanston Ethnic Arts Festival  

• Entertainment stage 
• Family Arts Activity Area 
• Food vendors 
• Hospitality 
• Info Booth 
• Parade of Nations Registration       

 
Evanston Ecology Center 
Volunteer Boards and Commissions  

• Advisory Board 
• Evanston Environmental Association 

 
Animal Care 

• Children 7-14 year olds with parent to provide “habitat”  maintenance (cages and tanks) 
 
Arboretum Upkeep 

• Outdoor work days (adults and families) 
• Organized groups (youth groups, Northwestern University groups) 
• Eagle Scouts (3-5 per year) 

 
Ecology programs and camps 

• Instructors 
• Guest speakers 
• Canoeing assistants 
• Fishing program assistants (Saturdays, May through October) 

 
Environmental Speakers 

• Landscaping classes 
• Environmental issues 
• Festival speakers 

 
Student Volunteers 

• ETHS biology interns serve as program aides (15-20 per year) 
• ETHS Senior Studies students  for program aides (6-10 per year) 

 
Special Events 

• Green Living Festival 
• Bug A Boo (Halloween) 
• Duck Race and Pluck (October) 
• Earth Day/Arbor Day (April) 

 


