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The City of Evanston’s Community Strategies Division, Crime Prevention Specialist would like to provide you 
with some burglary prevention tips.  It’s a fact that crime increases as weather becomes warmer.  Families will be 
on vacation for spring break and students will be home from college.    

HOMEOWNER BURGLARY PREVENTION STRATEGIES  

• #1 PREVENTION TIP IS TO MAKE YOUR HOUSE LOOK “LIVED IN”.  NEVER LET ITEMS PILE UP IN THE MAILBOX OR 
ON THE PORCH.  IT SENDS THE MESSAGE THAT NO ONE IS HOME OR WATCHING THE RESIDENCE. 

• ARRANGE WITH A TRUSTED NEIGHBOR TO PICK UP YOUR MAIL, NEWSPAPERS, AND GARBAGE CANS.  THEY LIVE 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD & KNOW WHAT LOOKS SUSPICIOUS IN THE AREA.     

• DO NOT STOP THE MAIL OR PAPER DELIVERY.  YOU NEVER KNOW WHO IS TAKING THE CALL ON THE OTHER 
END.   

• MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH TRUSTED FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS OR FAMILY TO CUT THE LAWN AND MAINTAIN THE 
LANDSCAPING.   

• SET AUTOMATIC TIMERS FOR INTERIOR & EXTERIOR LIGHTS, RADIO AND T.V.’S.  TURN THE RINGER DOWN ON 
THE PHONE.  A RINGING PHONE ALERTS OTHERS THAT NO ONE IS HOME.   

• LEAVE YOUR WINDOW SHADES IN “NORMAL” POSITION, OR HAVE YOUR “HOUSE-WATCHER” MOVE THE WINDOW 
SHADE POSITIONING THROUGHOUT YOUR VACATION.  DO NOT CLOSE THE BLINDS.  

• LOCK YOUR VALUABLES IN A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX OR FIRE SAFE.  DOCUMENT ALL VALUABLES VIA VIDEO TAPE 
AND PLACE THIS & IMPORTANT SERIAL NUMBERS IN SAFE DEPOSIT BOX ALSO.  

• NOTIFY THE POLICE DEPARTMENT AND REQUEST A SPECIAL WATCH OR VACATION WATCH.  LET POLICE KNOW 
WHICH VEHICLES BELONG AT THE RESIDENCE. 

• LOCK ALL LADDERS, LAWN SUPPLIES, ETC. IN THE SHED OR GARAGE  

• TAKE YOUR GARAGE DOOR OPENERS OUT OF YOUR VEHICLES.  REMOVE IMPORTANT PAPERS & DOCUMENTS 
WITH PERSONAL INFORMATION ON THEM.  HAVE VEHICLES MOVED ON OCCASION, SO AS TO NOT BE PARKED IN 
ONE SPOT ALL THE TIME. 

• MAKE SURE YOUR BURGLAR & FIRE ALARMS ARE IN WORKING ORDER.  TEST THEM WITH THE ALARM COMPANY.  
MAKE SURE YOUR ALARM COMPANY HAS AN UPDATED CALL LIST. 

• SECURE YOUR WINDOWS BY “PINNING THEM” & PLACE A SECURITY BAR IN THE TRACK OF YOUR SLIDING GLASS 
DOORS. 

• LEAVE EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION WITH THE POLICE OR A TRUSTED NEIGHBOR. 


