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Survey says entertainment, restaurants,

real estate create downtown appeal

The City’s goal of creating a busy, central
hub of activity is being realized and experi-
enced by all who live in Evanston and visit
the downtown area. The numbers speak for
themselves.

A survey of the housing, office, retail,
restaurants, services and entertainment uses
of the downtown district was completed by
the City’s Planning Division. The results
were compared to the 1990 Downtown
Land Use Report.

Housing and entertainment were recog-
nized in the report as key components to
the revitalization of Evanston’s downtown,
which is bordered by Emerson St. on the
north, Hinman Ave. on the east, Lake St.
on the south and Asbury Ave. on the west.

City staff estimates a current total of
3,708 downtown housing units, growing
from 2,785 units in 1990. An addi-
tional 449 units have been approved
but not constructed which will bring
the City’s total number of downtown
housing units to 4,157. All 693 units
built since the year 2000 are owner-
occupied.

The report conservatively figures
that each of the 693 units will gener-
ate an average of $4,000 per year in
real estate taxes for a total of
$2,772,000 annually. The 449 units
on deck could generate an additional
$1,796,000 in real estate taxes annu-

ally since its opening at the end of the year
2000. The theatre’s draw provides an eco-
nomic surge for surrounding businesses
and restaurants, and its convenient location
offers a significant amenity to condo buy-
ers and developers. The 18 screen theatre
generates approximately $600,000 annually
in amusement and sales taxes.

The Planning Division also noted that
since 1990, Evanston’s downtown has
experienced a 56 percent increase in the
number of restaurants, bringing the total
number of dining experiences in 2004 to
72. The numbers support the City’s self-
proclaimed title of “Restaurant Capital of
the North Shore.”

cont’d page 8

ally. The added benefit of all of the
new residents downtown, convenient-
ly located by restaurants, entertain-
ment and retail, is that sales tax rev-
enues are also likely to increase.

In addition to the influx of new
residents, another key component to
the City’s booming downtown is the
vibrant Century 12 and CinéArts 6
Movie Theatres. The venue has
attracted one million customers annu-

It’s not what you think. St Franas Hospital
participated in a crisis drill with Evanston
Township High School (ETHS) and the City’s
Fire and Police Departments and Emergency
Management Agency. Using EMT students as
“wounded,” hospital staff members practiced
the facility’s own internal mass casualty plan.
The exercise provided the opportunity for all
five agencies to train together in the event of a
crisis. Photo compliments of St. Francis
Hospital. Story on page 7.
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Notice a problem with a building or property?” ‘ _
Cal (847) 448-8021,

Vehicle sticker deadline Jan. 10

Vehicle stickers and residential parking per-
mits for the 2005 year are on sale in the
City Collector’s Office and Parking
Systems, respectively, located in the
Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Ave.

City of Evanston ordinance requires all
vehicles registered to Evanston addresses to
properly display valid City vehicle stickers.
Every resident, business, firm or corpora-
tion must purchase a sticker for each vehi-
cle registered with the Secretary of State,
State of Illinois or to an address within the
corporate limits of the City of Evanston.

The 2005 vehicle stickers must be
purchased and displayed by January 10,
2005. A penalty of an additional 50 percent
of the original fee will be added to all appli-
cations received after January 10. (A pas-
senger car vehicle sticker will cost $90
rather than $60.)

Extended hours for sticker purchases at
both the Collector’s Office and Parking
Systems are: Monday, Jan. 3 through
Thursday, Jan. 6, 2005, open until 7 p.m.;
and Saturday, Jan. 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Attention Seniors!

Senior citizens are again eligible for a
50 percent discount on the purchase of
2005 vehicle stickers if income level
qualifications are met. The income
levels are: Single with single filed tax
returns, $30,000 or less; married with
joint tax returns, $50,000 or less.
Seniors must bring copies of their 2003
tax returns or other verifications of
income to qualify.

From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m on
Saturdays, Dec. 11 and Jan. 8, 2005,
Evanston seniors can obtain discount
cards and half-price vehicle stickers
at the Evanston Civic Center.

Seniors who obtained discount
cards in 2003 need not apply for new
cards. Seniors with cards obtained last
year can simply go to the City
Collector’s Office during normal office
hours and present their cards to pur-
chase discounted vehicle stickers.

HIGHLIGHTS is published quarterly by the City of Evanston. Questions,
comments and suggestions are welcome at (847) 448-8085.
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Dates to Remember

Nov. 25 Thanksgiving. Thursday refuse,
recycling and yard waste collection set for
Saturday, Nov. 27. Government offices
closed Nov. 25 and 26.

Nov. 27 C.A.R.E. Faire to benefit Evanston
Animal Shelter, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday,
Nov. 27, Unitarian Church, 1330 Ridge.

Nov. 30 Street cleaning ends.

Dec. 1 Snow parking regulations in effect
through March 31.

Dec. 2 Last day for weekly yard waste pick-
ups.

Dec. 12 Friday and weekend yard waste
drop-off at Recycling Center ends.

Dec. 13 City Council meeting, 8:30 p.m.**

Dec. 15 Gas-powered leaf blowers not per-
mitted till spring.

Dec. 24 Christmas Eve. City offices closed
to observe Saturday, Dec. 25 Christmas holi-

day.

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve. City offices closed
to observe Saturday, Jan. 1 New Year’s Day
holiday.

Jan. 3-Feb. 3 Xmas tree recycling. Place
trees on parkways in front of your residence.

Jan. 10 Last day to pay 2004 Wheel Tax and
display vehicle sticker without penalty.

Jan. 17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday.
Government offices closed. Refuse/recycling
collections one day later this week.

Feb. 1 2005 Special Event Application, first
part, due. Call (847) 866-2914.

** Meetings are usually on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month in the Council
Chambers, 2nd floor, Civic Center, 2100
Ridge Ave. Meetings are cablecast live on
Channel 16; rebroadcasts are at noon
Sundays and 6 p.m. Wednesdays. Updated
meeting schedule on www.cityofevanston.org.



Make 2005 the year
to be smoke-free

The City, in cooperation with the Village of

City of Evanston 3

Department of Health
and Human Service

Skokie, sponsors a Stop Smoking Clinic
that is free for people who live or work in
Evanston or Skokie.

Make it your New
Year’s resolution to quit
smoking. A six-session
clinic begins on Tuesday,
Jan. 4, 2005, at 7 p.m. at
the Evanston Civic Center,
2100 Ridge Ave.

For further information or to register,
call (847) 866-2952 or register online at
Www.evanstonssc.com.

Bundling up is important

As the winter season approaches quickly, a
growing concern among parents is how to
best prepare their children for the cold
weather.

Parents should mmes
be aware of the best f r?
ways to prevent -
cold weather .

Food refresher course
conducted in Spanish

The State of Illinois Food Code requires
Category I and II facilities that handle food
to have one or more certified managers to
supervise food service operations.

The Health Department will host a
state-approved, five-hour refresher course

injuries, which
occur when the
body loses too

in Spanish for food service sanitation man- ~ much heat. ;

agers currently certified. Children are the e
The refresher course is planned from most susceptible to J:*'

1 to 6 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 1 at the these conditions gl

Evanston Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Ave. because they lose | 52

The cost is $40. body heat faster

than adults.

Cooking tips for the holidays

With the holidays just around the corner the
City of Evanston Health Department hopes
that you have a happy and healthy time.
The following is a list of tips to help
keep you and your family safe from food-
borne illness.
0 Store all hot foods at 140 degrees

To register, call (847) 866-2952.

to cut vegetables and raw poultry, meat, and

fish on separate boards to prevent bacteria

on the poultry, meat and fish from contami-
nating vegetables.

Following these tips can help keep you
and your family safe from foodborne illness
during the holiday season. If you have any

Fahrenheit or above and all cold foods questions regarding food safety call (847)
at 41 degrees Fahrenheit or below; 866-2948.

U Reheat leftovers to 165 degrees con
Fahrenheit or above;

U Thaw foods in refrigerators at 41
degrees Fahrenheit or below, not
on a counter at room temperature;

0 Wash your hands frequently with
soap and water;

U Store raw meat, fish and poultry
below other items in your
refrigerator like salads and other
ready-to-eat foods;

00 When using cutting boards, be sure

Visit the City’s
newly-redesigned web site
Www.cltyofevanston.or
Sign up for E-News!

Children are most susceptible to cold

Children sustain these injuries while wait-
ing for the bus, walking to school or play-
ing outside.

To prevent rapid heat loss during these
activities, dress chil-
dren in layers of dry
clothing. Be sure to
fully button coats, and
encourage them to
always wear hats,
scarves and gloves.

Uncovered heads
and hands cause 50 to
60 percent of body heat

| loss.
~ | Inform children of
~ the dangers of cold
~ weather and encourage
them to get help from an adult if they are
feeling extremely cold.

When children come in after being out-
side, be aware of the symptoms of frostbite
and hypothermia, two very common cold
injuries.

Frostbite affects ears, nose, cheeks, fin-
gers or toes. If any of those areas feel cold,
rubbery or wooden and appear pale, contact
a physician.

Symptoms of hypothermia range from
shivering uncontrollably to a loss of motor
skills. Be on the lookout for the -umbles:
stumbles, mumbles, fumbles, and grumbles.
They show changes in motor coordination
and levels of consciousness. If any signs of
hypothermia are present seek medical atten-
tion.

District 65 schools in Evanston also
have guidelines on file about the prevention
of cold injuries. Children are not allowed to
play outside when the wind chill is less
than zero degrees Fahrenheit. Schools will
also consider canceling school when wind
chill is -30 degrees or colder.
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EPL named ‘Best’

Did you know that for the
second time the Evanston
Public Library was named
under the “My Bests”
column by Chicago
Magazine?

Audrey Niffenegger,
the author of The Time
Traveler’s Wife and profes-
sor at Columbia College’s
Center for Book and Paper Arts, declared
the Evanston Public Library had the Best
Reference Resource. The results were
printed in the August edition of the
magazine. In September 2000, author
Esmé Raji Codell listed the Evanston
children’s room as her “Bests.” Her
most famous book is How to Get your

Erase winter doldrums at EPL

Friends’ Winter Family Programs

Each winter, the Evanston Library Friends
present Sunday afternoon programs for
parents and their preschool through ele-
mentary age children. All programs begin
at 2 p.m.

January 9
American Eagle Theatre Company per-
forms their adaptation of James and the
Giant Peach.

February 6
Deeply Rooted Dance Ensemble presents
contemporary African-American Dance
and Music.
March 13
Chicago Voice Exchange, a cappella musi-
cal group performs pop hits.

Programs for Adults

Classic American Film History
On Saturday, Dec. 11 at 2 p.m., Patricia
Marton, an Illinois Humanities Council
Road Scholar, presents this discussion and
demonstration of pre-1950 American films,
showing how films reflect the society of
the time.

Polar Expeditions

On Monday, Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. Annie
Aggens of The Northwest Passage presents
this program. For amateur adventurers or
armchair dreamers, here is your
chance to see color slides
and learn about travel to
some of the most incredi-

The Jamlady Cookbook
Author Bev Alfeld shares her book and
recipes in person on Saturday, Jan. 29 at 2
p.m. Learn how to make a variety of jams,
jellies and fruit conserves plus some deli-
cious baked treats using your homemade
preserves.
Petra van Nuis Trio

Bring your Valentine to a lively jazz per-
formance on Sunday, Feb. 13 at 2 p.m. The

performance features vocalist van

& Nuis, guitarist Andy Brown

and bassist Joe
Policastro, who will

-

Child to Love Reading.

tiful places on earth.

Library Director Neal Ney (left) and the Honorable Mayor
Lorraine H. Morton unveiled downtown banners featuring
the library’s 10th anniversary in its current building. The
banners went up in September and will remain up for a
year, thanks to the following local businesses and organiza-
tions that sponsored them: Woman’s Club of Evanston,
Duxler Tire and Car Care Centers, Whole Foods Market, Mt.
Everest Restaurant, Peacock of Evanston, Evanston Athletic
Club, Citibank, Williams Shoes, Thai Sookdee, First Bank
and Trust, Bank One, Golub & Company, Noodles and
Company, 1800 Club, STA Travel, Something Wicked Books,
Harris Bank, Evanston Northwestern Healthcare, Quartet
Copies, Sashimi Sashimi, 57th Street Bookcase and
Cabinets. Photo compliments of EVMark.

ez 2
ble, inaccessible and beau- \ - e o

perform standards of
the Great American

£, Songbook and more.

-
The Psychology of Terrorism
Dr. Chris Stout, clinical psychologist and former White House advisor,
will discuss this book on Sunday Jan. 23 at 2 p.m. Edited by Stout,
this recent book includes information for lay persons and professionals

to enable readers to take basic steps to prepare for possible future ter-
rorist incidents and find resources for more information.

Computer Training Classes

The Reference Department offers a wide variety of computer training
classes for beginners and advanced users. New classes include,
Learning to Use E-Mail which shows you how to set up a free e-mail
account; and Computer Basics covers using a “mouse,” the computer
“desktop” and everything you need to know before taking the
Library’s Internet searching classes.

Advanced classes on searching the Internet for legal issues,
investments and other consumer topics are also available.

Classes are free, but registration is required. Call the Reference
Department at (847) 866-0305 to register or for more information
about dates and times.

Winter Book Sale

The Winter Book Sale is set for Friday through Sunday, Dec. 3
through Dec. 5 in the 3rd floor book-sale rooms at the Main Library.
This sale features a large selection of classics, art books, fiction, liter-
ature, philosophy, travel, history, science, nonfiction, mysteries, cook-
books, childrens books, tapes and CDs -- an excellent selection for
everyone! All proceeds benefit the Library collection.



Budget season ahead

Council previews next budget

The City’s expenditures are right on track
as projected in the City Council’s annual
six month budget review, but there is
already an estimated $3.9 million gap for
the next fiscal year.

As of Sept. 27, City departments have
spent about 47 percent of the General
Fund.

The long-term outlook suggests that
over a five-year period the city could
expect a three percent increase in revenue,
but a five percent increase in expenditures.

The economy is slowly recuperating,
and the State budget continues to be uncer-
tain. Enough revenue isn’t available to
keep up with the necessary additions to the
budget.

Labor costs, which make up about 80
percent of the General Fund, are on the
rise. The firefighters’ contract has yet to be
negotiated, and two other union contracts
are in their final year. To make the wage
adjustments for these unions, $1.7 million
is needed and this does not include funds
necessary to cover health insurance
increases.

The Tree Inoculation Program, recently
approved by the City, will inject all park-
way elms in 2005. The program requires
$1.1 million to be effective, additional
expenditures that were not anticipated for
the upcoming budget year.

Besides these two additions, there are
many other projects that the City sees as
priorities, such as improvements to City
streets and public buildings.

The City Manager will submit a
proposed balanced FY 2006 Budget by
January 1, 2005. City Council members
will deliberate the City Manager’s proposal

during Saturday Budget Workshops.
Proposed Workshop dates include: January
8,22, 29 and February 5. Confirm the
Workshops on the City’s web site as the
dates draw near.
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The long-term outlook suggests that over a five-year period the City
could expect a three percent increase in revenue, but a five percent

increase in expenditures.

Time to plan for your Community Garden

The City of Evanston offers plots for rent at
the following four sites:

# James Park Garden, south of Oakton
between McCormick Blvd. and
Dodge Ave.

# Twiggs Canal Gardens, by the inter-
section of Bridge and Simpson, on
the south side of North Shore Channel
in Twiggs Park.

# McCormick Gardens, at McCormick
Blvd. and Bridge, across the street
from the Ecology Center.

Special event application deadline Feb. 1

Organizations planning to hold special
events in Evanston during 2005 are
reminded that the first part of the Special

Events application is due February 1 with a

$100 application fee.

The following criteria should be used

to determine if your event is considered a

Special Event:

1. All outdoor events requested on City
property, i.e. street, sidewalk, park,
etc., and/or deemed to significantly
impact the City.

2. An event that requires City Council
Approval is a Special Event, including:

a. Lakefront events of 100 participants
or more due to the high usage of the
lakefront parks, which generates
associated environmental, health and
life safety issues;

b. Permits requiring street closures of
250 participants or more (with the
exception of block parties);

c. Non-Lakefront Park Events of 250
participants or more.

More information is provided in the policy
and application which are available on
www.cityofevanston.org or by calling
(847) 866-2914.

# Lighthouse Gardens, off of Sheridan
Road, north of Grosse Point
Lighthouse.

Each site has wood chips, compost and a
water source; gardeners supply their own
hoses. Gardeners must sign a gardening
agreement with the City of Evanston and a
waiver; there also is a Community Garden
service requirement.
2005 Fees

Full Plot (approx. 400 square feet), $55;
Half Plot (approx. 200 square feet), $27.50.

Twiggs has raised beds for $27.50 and
James Park has raised beds for $15. The
raised beds are approximately 20 inches off
the ground for ease of use. The Twiggs
raised beds are wheelchair accessible. Fee
assistance for those who qualify.
Interested gardeners should call
(847) 864-5181, ext.102.

Spaces are limited, so those interested
should call
carly!




