
 

 
 

TRENDS IN U.S. CITIES 
TO CONSIDER FOR STRATEGIC PLANNING 

(continued) 
 
 
Trends from National League of  Cities 

• Public Finance:  Recent shifts in the economy's foundation have dramatically altered the 
revenue system upon which local officials rely to provide services for citizens and maintain strong 
communities.  Due to such shifts, the partnerships between various 
government levels can grow strained.  NLC is working to help local elected officials find new ways 
to coordinate public finance systems in order to best serve the nation's cities and towns. 

• Economic Vitality:  Transitioning toward an information economy, adjusting to globalization, and 
handling employment shifts are all matters of great importance to local officials and community 
members.  NLC is exploring the trends and changes affecting the nation’s economic vitality in 
order to help cities and towns prosper. 

• Governance, Civic Engagement & Trust:  Local governance is established upon a foundation 
of trust between officials and citizens.  More than ever, communication and cooperation between 
local elected officials and citizens is being tested.  From the changing role of the media to 
growing dissatisfaction with election processes, NLC is studying these issues to grasp 
the emerging trends around governance, civic engagement and trust.  NLC recognizes the 
importance of sustaining partnerships between citizens and local officials and this examination 
will aid in such efforts. 

• Public Safety:  The issue of public safety demands the attention of local elected officials in 
communities large and small.  From the mounting threat of terrorism to the management 
of prisons and municipal courts, cities and towns are grappling with the challenge of keeping 
communities safe.  NLC is looking closely at this topic to strengthen public safety on the local 
level by understanding ongoing trends and anticipating future needs.  

Money Magazine voted on America’s best places to live.  
 

They utilized the following criteria: 
1. Positive population growth and real estate appreciation.  
2. Places within 60 miles of a major airport and 30 miles from a major teaching hospital.  
3. Towns with high education scores, low unemployment, high income growth, low crime 

rate and more arts resources.  
4. Economics, education and safety.  
 
The following is a list of the important components that people mentioned when 
describing the “best place to live.” 
1. Sense of community with convenience.  
2. Small town feel. 
3. Education 
4. Close proximity to city.  
5. Gorgeous area; outdoor activities.   


