
APPROVED 
 
 

SITE PLAN AND APPEARANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE (SPAARC) 
MEETING NOTES 

July 29, 2009 
 

 
Attendees: 
 
Committee Members: Jill Chambers, Jeff Cory, Paul D’Agostino, Bill Dunkley, 
 Ingrid Eckersberg, Walter Hallen, Dennis Marino,  
 Josh Metzer, Michael Rons 
  
Other Staff:  Dominick Argumedo, Alderman Fiske, Dean Mosca, 
 Bobbie Newman, Carlos Ruiz, Ann Stuart    
 
Presiding Member: Walter Hallen 
 
A quorum being present, Chair Hallen called the meeting to order at 2:34 p.m.   
 
 
Projects Reviewed: 
 
SPAARC  817 University Place Recommendation to P&D 
Propose operation of a sidewalk café 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:  Placido Quintero  Manager 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Quintero presented plans for the sidewalk café. The following was discussed:  
• Proposes 4 tables with 3-4 chairs at each table 
• A portion of the public parkway has pavers installed with permit, to place tables on 
• Applicant has had many requests from customers for an outdoor seating area 
• Applicant presented an anonymous letter threatening to not use his business if he opened 

the outdoor café 
• Proposed hours of operation of sidewalk café:  

o Monday -Thursday  11am - 9pm 
o Friday – Saturday  12pm - 10pm 
o Sunday  12pm – 9pm 

• Public comments/concerns: 
o Survey from 800 Elgin: 245 residents; 77% of the 60 responses showed 

opposition or had questions 
o Survey from 1860 Sherman: 34 units 18 of the 31 responses were opposed to 

the outdoor café, 1 in favor 
o One person said she is in favor, and read a letter by her parents from 1864 

Sherman, who are also in favor of the outdoor café: expect Las Palmas to have 
the same rights as Lou Malnatti’s and don’t anticipate additional noise 

SPAARC Meeting Notes – July 29, 2009  Page 1 



o Asked how Committee members would feel if an outdoor café was placed at 
same proximity (8’ to 200’) from their windows/balconies 

o Concerns/complaints: 
 That outdoor café will cause a disturbance causing a negative effect on 

property values and residents welfare and quality of life 
 That people will sit at the tables if they are not put away after the outside 

café closes, and concern for noise if they are put away late 
 Increase in existing rodent and cockroach problem 
 That music will be amplified in the outdoor café area 
 That liquor will be served without a meal 
 That police complaints should be considered when requesting renewal 
 Complained that grass and plants were removed from public parkway 

• Ald. Fiske said: 
o Residents of Sherman Gardens have been good about accepting changes such 

as drive through bank 
o She would like the parkway restored 
o Lou Malnatti’s has a very wide sidewalk in comparison to Las Palmas’ 
o She is a customer of Las Palmas and she does not think their business will suffer 

if they do not have outdoor seating 
• Ms. Stuart/Committee/Owner’s response: 

o The owner’s application states that he will store the furniture inside (so people 
will not be sitting on the furniture after the outdoor café is closed) 

o The owner said he would close the outdoor section earlier than required by the 
ordinance as an accommodation to the neighbors 

o The issue of rodents must be submitted to the Health Dept.; it is not limited to 
Las Palmas; the owner has hired an exterminator and has records to prove it 

o Garbage from the outdoor café will not be left out until morning and tables will be 
bussed promptly 

o This first time application for a sidewalk café must be approved by the City 
Council; The SPAARC Committee makes a negative or positive recommendation 

o The public parkway paving was done with the issuance of a City permit; pavers 
are removable 

• Ms. Stuart reviewed the City’s sidewalk café requirements; owner agreed to abide: 
o Restaurant will be storing furniture inside 
o Food is to be protected from kitchen to table 
o Smoking prohibited and must be aggressively enforced 
o Service animals are the only animals allowed within the café area; no 

other pets 
o Customers are not left unattended 
o An unobstructed walkway of 6’ must be left open 
o Sidewalk café cannot be open when the inside restaurant is closed 
o If permit is revoked, cannot serve outside 
o Cannot attach chairs/tables/equipment to sidewalk 
o Must delineate café area with chains or planters 
o Must maintain litter pickup within a 250’ radius of the restaurant 
o Restaurant will be using non-disposables (china) plates 
o Liquor may not be served except with food 
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o Applicant is requesting that the City waive the requirement that liquor not 
be sold outside the downtown liquor control area 

o Liquor must not be served after 9:30pm Sunday through Thursday and 
after 10:30pm on Friday and Saturday and must be removed from the 
table by 10pm on Sunday through Thursday and by 11pm on Friday and 
Saturday; Violation of this rule could cause restaurant to lose their license 

o Notice must be sent by July 31st to addresses within 250’ of the restaurant 
of the 8/1/09 P&D Committee/Council meeting at which the sidewalk café 
application will be voted upon 

 
ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of the sidewalk café on the 
following conditions: 
• The outdoor seating hours are Sunday – Thursday 11:00am - 9:00pm with last call at 8:30; 

Friday and Saturday 11:00am - 10:00pm with last call at 9:30 
• Management will take steps to clean up the outside area as soon as customers leave 
• No outdoor storage may be requested if/when application is renewed 
• Outdoor seating area can not be rented out as a whole for private use 

 
 
SPAARC  2415 Wade Street Recommendation to ZBA
Request for variances for a 2-story addition and a new 2-car attached garage, front porch and 
full second story  
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY:  DonnaLee Floeter Architect 
 Thomas Jenkins Owner 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Ms. Floeter presented plans for the proposed construction. The following was discussed:  
• Requested variances: 

o East and west side yards: 3’ requested; 5’required 
o Interior porch: 22% requested; may encroach 10% into required front yard 

• Propose to convert the 2-flat to a single family home and construct: 
o A 2-story addition by raising roof 
o A new 2-car attached garage 
o A new front porch 
o Propose to use permeable asphalt for driveway and use existing curb cut 

• Lot is triangular with no alley access on a cul de sac in an R2 district 
• Considered many means to put parking on lot; easements from neighbors refused 
• Propose to run driveway up west side to rear garage 
• Applicant agreed to put a fence up along west side of property 
• Neighbors to north have no objections about proposed construction 
• Neighbors to east have no objections as long as it is not on their property 
• The Committee agreed that this is an unusual site 

 
ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval to the ZBA. 
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SPAARC  1800 Maple Avenue Preliminary and Final
City of Evanston proposal to renovate the masonry façade of the existing structure 
 
APPLICATION PRESENTED BY: Dave Cook Facilities Mgmt. Dept. 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Mr. Cook presented plans for the renovation. The following was discussed:  
• Propose to renovate 2 recessed areas/passageways into Hilton Hotel, 20’ square 
• Reason for renovation: aesthetics: existing material is CMU and can be seen from the 

lobby of the Hilton Hotel 
  

ACTION: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the preliminary and final plans. 
 
 
Other Business: 
The Committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2009 SPAARC 
meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:16 p.m.  The next SPAARC meeting will take place on 
Wednesday, August 5th, 2009 unless otherwise noted. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bobbie Newman 
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