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Designed by an important architect and set
within ample grounds retaining fragments of " ' .
the original design of the midwest r 5 premier
landscape archi teet, Jens Jensen, this
prominent structure is based on the design of
European country houses.

Buil t for

. 'Harle ] L. Clarke of rough faced random stone
and topped by shingle-tiled hipped roofs that .
lack overhangs, its main mass has a central ..
entrance and general symmetry. At the
northwest corner is a large pavilion coruiectied
by 10"'-, dramatic, sloping roofs marked by the
tallest of the many chimneys . At the
...
opposite side is a higher, slighter projection
and beyond it, directly south of the main
block, a large greenhouse.
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considerably to the quality: the copper
gutters and downspouts with relief ornament,
the baskets of flowers sculpted atop the
piers at the greenhouse, the dressed stone
and ornamented surrounds used at the entrance
po rch , and numerous others i nside and out.

The building has excellent integrity.
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Please note that the current binding Preservation Ordinance was adopted on March 21, 1994. All
previously designated landmarks (1975-1994) were incorporated as part of the current Preservation
Ordinance.

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING
EVANSTON LANDMARKS
(Preservation Ordinance 1975-1994)
In making decisions about which sites qualify as Evanston Landmarks, which do
not, and which are eligible for national recognition, the Preservation Commission
must deal with the age of structures, verifiable facts; events, people and
structures with associative value; integrity of the site; and integrity of design.
In order to be designated an Evanston Landmark, a structure must be at least 25
years old and must meet one or more of the following criteria:
Criteria of Historical Importance
Hl Exemplify the cultural, political, economic, or social heritage of Evanston; or,
H2 Be the site of an historic event 25 years in the past; or,
H3 Be associated with a nationally, regionally, or locally prominent person or
organization; deceased 25 years.
When a person or event of national or international significance, or which has an
undeniably important place in Evanston history becomes associated with a
structure or place, which is in clear and present danger of radical alteration or
demolition, the 25-year limit may be waived.
Criteria of Architectural Importance
A4 Exhibit a high quality of architectural design without regard to the time built or
historic associations; or,
A5 Exemplify the work of a nationally or internationally known architect, or major
local architect or master builder; or,
A6 Exhibit a high quality of architectural design that is the result of a change or a
series of changes to an original structure; or,
A7 Exemplify an architectural style, construction technique or building type once
common in the city; or,
A8

Exhibit an unusual, distinctive or eccentric design or construction technique
which contributes to the architectural interest of its environs as an accent or
counterpoint; or,

A9 Be selected for inclusion on the 1972 Illinois Historic Structures Survey
In addition, certain places which have long provided an established and familiar
visual feature in Evanston by virtue of their unique location, distinctive physical
characteristics or historical association, may be designated Evanston Landmarks.
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ARCHlTECfURAL ST YLES
The Northeast Evanston Historic District is being nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places under Criterion C for architecture . Although the Historic District's period
of significance dates from ca. 1860, there are relatively few buildings in this
predominantly residential District dating from before the 1890s. This earlier phase of the
neighborhood's development (ca.1860-1890) is represented primarily by vernacular
buildings , upright and wing, L-Form and T-Form houses. In addition to the Italianate
Grosse Point Light Station and its satellite buildings (1872-74), there are two Italianate
houses with compromised integrity, one Gothic Revival house, one Stick Style house and
some early Queen Anne houses. During the 1890s, the architecture followed the styl istic
trends most popular in the Chicago area, and most of the houses were Queen Anne. In
the years that followed, new buildings in the Northeast Evanston Histori c District
continued to follow predominant stylisti c trends. In the first decade of the century, the
American Foursquare was a popular building type, and this was true in the District. The
Craftsman style was also popular during the first quarter of the Twentieth Century in the
District.
The greatest numbers of buildings in the District are some version of Colonial Revival,
closely followed by Craftsman . There are also a number of Tudor Revival and Italian
Renaissance Revival houses. This trend toward historical revival architecture prevailed,
especially in Chicago's North Shore suburbs, in the teens and twenties when the area
enjoyed its greatest population surge. It is unusual to find as many Italian Renaissan ce
Revival structures in an area as are found in the Northeast Evanston Historic District.
Most architecture in the Northeast Evanston Historic District is categorized by
architectural style. These high style buildings were designed and built with characteristi c
features of well-defined stylistic categories based on their distinctive overall massing,
floor plan, materials and architectural detail. Many buildings were designed individually
by an architect for a specific client at a chosen site. Some buildings were contractor-built
or architect-designed by developers who built several houses on specul ation in a new
subdi vision. Within the category of high-style design, some rather elaborate buildings
have numerous characteristic high-style features, but other buildings are much simple r

~--

....,

HP'$ , , _ 10.100 · •

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Section number

8

_

Page

79
_

NORTHEAST EVANSTON HISTORIC DISTRICT

I
I

with fewer stylistic details . All display a conscious attempt to incorporate common
architectural characteristics in the fashion of the time in which they were built. In some
instances. buildings show a combination of styles . This may be because a house was built
during a period of transition when elements from an old style were combined with
features from a new one. These combinations may result from the architect's or the
builder's creativity; or it may be because the structure was remodeled to accommodate
later stylistic trends . Several homes in the District combine earlier Prairie details with
Italian Renaissance Revival features. During the 1920s, Tudor and Colonial Revival
features were often tacked on to Nineteenth-Century Italianate or Queen Anne homes.
Although the vast majority of homes in the District are categorized as high'style, there are
a number of vernacular homes, especially those built before 1910. Vernacular structures
were usually built by an owner or a builder who relied on simple, practical construction
techniques and used locally available building materials. The overall design and
floorplans were typically simple and are classified by their general shape, roof shape, or
floor plan . The very earliest Nineteenth Century vernacular types are the Upright and
Wing, L-Form. and T-Form. Many more were built in the first decade of the Twentieth
Century and into the 1920s . The most common house type in the District is the American
Foursquare, followed by Gable Front houses. There are also several bungalows.
Following World War II, many ranch houses and split-levels were constructed throughout
the country.
The ranch houses in the District, mostly constructed after 1949, are not tract houses .
Instead, they were often architect -designed and respectful of the materials and the overall
stylistic quality of the houses around them. They are generally located ar the north end of
the District.
The following is a chronological summary of architectural styles and building types
found in the District.
Italianate
The Italianate style, along with Gothic Revival, developed as a reaction to the formal,
Classical ideals that had dominated architecture for over 150 years. Georgian . then
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house, with a front-facing gable and multipane casement windows at 2750 Sheridan Road
(1927). Ernest Mayo and his son were Evanston architects well known for their Tudor
Revival designs. Frederick Hodgdon designed a somewhat more unusual stone Tudor
Revival house at 2510 Orrington Avenue (1925). Paul F. Olson designed the house at
2437 Sheridan Road. With half-timbering, front-facing gables, and multipane casement
windows, this house is similar to many Tudor Revival homes throughout the area.
Large Tudor Revival homes continued to be built into the thirties. Ralph Huszagh
designed a pared down example with four front-facing gables but little exterior detailing
at 2700 Euclid Park Place (1937). In Charles A. Hemphill's development in Milburn Park,
his architect Raymond F. Houlihan designed two Tudor Revival houses, at 12 Milburn
Park in 1937 and at 10 Milburn Park in 1939. Both combine stone with half timbered
gables.
Smaller Tudor Revival houses in the District include five developed by C.W. Johnson
(800, 818, 834, 840, and 900 Lincoln Street) between 1925 and 1937. Archibald
Morphett, who had worked for Howard Van Doren Shaw, designed the house at 818
Lincoln Street (1925). Bertha Yarex Whitman, one of Chicago's few practicing woman
architects of the period, designed a simple two story brick home with half timbering and a
rounded front bay, at 840 Lincoln Street (1931). Lowe and Bollenbacher designed a
picturesque stone Tudor Revival cottage at 2218 Orrington Avenue in 1919. Mu ltipane
windows and a prominent front facing-gable interrupted by a massive chimney
characterize its design. A handsome, more disciplined example by Lowe and
Bollenbacher is at 625 Library Place (1921). James R. Allen designed a third cottage,
brick with stone trim, at 2881 Sheridan Place. Built in 1923. Representing the type of
Tudor Revival that was neither reminiscent of a manor house nor a cottage is the 1927
Tallmadge and Watson design at 2430 Orrington Avenue. Beller known for their Prairie
style work, the firm often integrated Tudor detailing into Prairie designs.
French Eclectic
Compared 10 Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival Styles, the incidence of French
Eclectic structures is comparatively rare. The French Eclectic style found its way into the
suburban setting during the I920s. Americans who had served in World War I came
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home with first-hand knowledge of the French prototypes. Moreover, the publication of
books and articles on French architecture helped to popularize the style. A number of

photographic studies of modest French houses, published in the 1920s, gave architects
and builders many models from which to draw." The style persisted through the 1930s;
pre-I 920 examples are rare.
The principal identifying feature of French Eclectic architecture is a steeply pitched
hipped roof. Occasionally it flares outward at the junction of the roof and wall. Mansard
roofs also appear. Walls are brick, stone, or stucco, sometimes with decorative halftimbering . Dormers, especially those that project from the wall and extend up through the
comice are common; they may have gabled, arched, hipped, or shed tops. Quoins, French
doors with shutters, and prominent chimneys are other characteristic features of the
French Eclectic style. The majority of French Eclectic houses are formal and imposing.
There are two major subtypes of the style. The first is symmetrical, with a steep, hipped
roof that has a ridge parallel with the front of the house. Facade detailing is formal,
inspired by small French manor houses, not grand chateaux or French farmhouses. The
second subtype is asymmetrical with a picturesque massing. Many of these houses have a
prominent round tower with a tall conical roof at the intersection of two wings. These are
loosely patterned after Norman farmhouses. Some French Eclectic designs are quite
similar stylistically to Tudor Revival homes.
The Northeast Evanston Historic District has 18 French Eclectic residences, built between
1921 and 1965. Several handsome examples built in the 1920s are quite different from
one another. Most are quite formal; some are symmetrical ; and only one has a tower. The
Harley Clarke House (2603 Sheridan Road) is the grandest French Eclectic style house in
the District. Designed by Richard Powers in 1927, it has a symmetrical central section,
stands two-and-one-half stories, and is capped by a very steep roof with its ridge
paralleling the front of the house. It is built of stone, and large chimneys feature
prominently in the overall design. A considerably more modest symmetrical example
may be found at 826 Lincoln Street. This house, designed by Archibald Morphett in
1925, is built of brick, and is three bays wide. It has the characteristic steep roof and
dormers that extend up through the cornice line. Ralph D. Huszagh designed a very
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handsome example of an asymmetrical but formal French Eclectic house at 263 7 Ridge
Avenue (1931). By contrast, the house designed by Willis Beck at 2424 Orrington is
picturesque in massing and is the only French Eclectic house in the District with a central
tower. Built in 1929, the house has quoins, French windows, and the signature steep roof.
Raymond F. Houlihan designed some of the most interesting French Eclectic houses in
the District for the Hempill subdivision in Milburn Park .. The five stone houses at 2, 4, 6,
7, and 8 Milburn Park vary from one another in design but are alike in materials and
scale; all are very handsome examples of the French Eclectic style. They were built in
1937 and 1938.
Spanish Colonial Revival
Spanish Colonial Reviva l houses became pop ular after the Panama-California Exposition
held in San Diego in 1915. Popularity of this style reached its height in the I920s. With
buildings imitating elaborate Spanish prototypes, it received worldwide attention. Lowpitched red tile roofs, usually with narrow or no eaves characterize the sty le. Arches are
prominent features , and wall surfaces are typically stucco. Spanish Eclectic architecture is
most common in the southwestern states (especially California) and in Florida, areas that
were settled by the Spanish and where Spanish Colonial building actually occurred. There
are only two examples of the style in the District. Neither is a particularly characteristic
example, although they are both stucco and feature the use of arches. One, designed by
Walter Mead, was built at 2214 Orrington Avenue in 1919; William H. Lautz designed
the other Spanish Colonial Revival hous e at 806 Monticello Place in 1922.
Italian Renaissance Rev ival
Although the Italian Renaissance Revival style was not generally popular on the North
Shore, there are 34 exampl es in the Northeast Evanst on Historic District. The style is
considerably less common than the contemporary Craftsman, Tudor Revival, or Colonial
Revival styles. In the late 19th Century, many American archi tects and their clients
visited Italy and had first-hand familiarity with Italian architecture. Italian Renaissance
structures designed by thos e architects mimic their Italian predecessors closely." The
close resemblance is also possible because improved printing technology made pho tos of
these buildings easily accessible to the reading public. This authenticity dist inguishes
Italian Renaissance Revival buildings from the Italian ate buildings that preceded them.

