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Evanston Lakefront Master Plan
The following pages outline the components of the Evanston Lakefront Master
Plan in detail. The Lakefront Design Elements section outlines a number of design strategies, requirements, and program elements that are found throughout
the entire lakefront. Following the Lakefront Design Elements are specific plan
recommendations for each section of the lakefront, including a detailed plan
graphic, analysis of the existing conditions, and description of the master plan
elements for that specific portion of the lakefront.

Lakefront Design Elements
Sustainable Design / LEED
The LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Rating system, developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, is a voluntary, consensus-based
standard for sustainable buildings. LEED establishes a set of specific design goals
and strategies that can be implemented to earn varying levels of certification,
including LEED Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum. Key strategies that could be
incorporated in these new structures to achieve LEED Silver Certification are
included in six different categories: Sustainable Sites, Water Efficiency, Energy &
Atmosphere, Materials & Resources, Indoor Environmental Quality, and Innovation & Design.
In the Sustainable Sites category, erosion and sedimentation control, access
to public transportation, no additional parking provided, and extensive bicycle
parking would be included. Incorporation of green roofs and bioswales near
adjacent parking would reduce the stormwater surge created by impervious
surfaces, while improving infiltration. Utilizing pervious paving materials for all
new and resurfaced parking facilities will further minimize stormwater impacts.
In the Water Efficiency category, we would consider either dual flush toilets, or
waterless urinals and composting toilets that use no potable water at all. Automatic controls on the faucets would further reduce water use.
In the Energy & Atmosphere category, we would propose installing low energy
use LED light fixtures, which have the added benefit of an extremely long lamp
life, reducing maintenance costs. Occupancy and daylight sensors would ensure
that lights are not left on when not needed. For the Materials & Resources
category, we would identify opportunities to reclaim existing building materials
for these structures. This could include the use of old City of Evanston street
pavers for paving around the site. The materials within the existing structures
would be reclaimed or recycled wherever possible, with the goal of eliminating
as much construction waste from entering the landfill as possible. For all new
materials, we would specify products from within a 500 mile radius of the site.
This reduces the embodied energy within each product, as fewer resources are
consumed transporting the materials, while also providing economic benefit to
the regional economy.
In the Indoor Environmental Quality category, we would propose naturally
ventilated structures that also incorporate natural daylight wherever possible.
Materials within the structures would be selected for low volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and for minimal presence of other chemicals such as formaldehyde. Under Innovation & Design we would propose that the architect be
a LEED Accredited Professional, and seek other opportunities to incorporate
innovative design strategies.
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There are currently a variety of LEED categories for different construction types.
The new and renovated structures would be reviewed under the LEED for New
Construction, or LEED NC category.While the LEED for Neighborhood Design
category contains some elements that would address the design of the lakefront
parks, the American Society of Landscape Architects is working with USGBC to
develop a LEED category specifically for landscape projects such as Evanston’s
lakefront parks. LEED for Sustainable Sites should be available by 2010, and all
future park renovation should strive for LEED Silver as well.

Accessibility
In 1990, Congress passed the Americans with Disabilities Act, which requires
that all public facilities be made universally accessible to people of all abilities.
The law, commonly known as ADA, affects a wide range of issues in the public
realm, including access for wheelchair users, dedicated parking spaces for people
with reduced mobility, and requirements for visual clarity and contrast for the visually impaired. Beyond these very general categories, the requirements of ADA
cover a very broad spectrum of design details within building design, including
everything from doorway widths, stair dimensions, slopes of paved surfaces, and
railing sizes, locations and heights. The goal of ADA, and also the Illinois Accessibility Code (IAC), is to make the public realm readily accessible for people of
all abilities, and these requirements carry the weight of federal law.
Currently, there are a large number of accessibility issues in the Evanston lakefront parks. For example, the existing restroom buildings meet the requirements
of ADA only during summer use when the exterior doors are kept open (per
the design). The first challenge is simply getting to the restroom, as there are
no paved access routes of the proper slope to some of the structures. Other
problems include accessing the waters edge, as not all of the beaches currently
have ADA compliant access decks, as Greenwood Beach does.
One of the goals of the City of Evanston, and of this master plan, is to make the
entire lakefront park system accessible wherever possible. Providing universally
accessible routes to all areas and amenities of the lakefront park system is a
key component of the master plan. The concept of universal access is based
on the notion that all elements of the public realm should be designed to allow seamless access for users of all abilities. This goes beyond providing special
accommodations and focuses on eliminating potential barriers from the design
altogether. Universal access is not simply for wheelchair users, but for people of
all ages with permanent or temporary limitations to their mobility, such as an
injury, pushing a stroller, or carrying a load of beach gear.
Universal access begins at the western edges of the park, where traffic calming measures including “bump-outs” have been proposed at street intersections
along the lakefront.The bump-outs, while not impacting the width of the vehicular travel lanes on Sheridan, provide a sheltered area within the parallel parking
lanes that reduces the length of the pedestrian crossing from forty or more feet
to approximately twenty four feet. The pedestrian crossings are proposed to
incorporate special paving such as deeply scored concrete that clearly identifies
the cross walk visually, as well as creating tactile and audible cues to the drivers
that they are in a pedestrian zone. ADA compliant ramps will be provided at all
crosswalks.
Dedicated accessible parking will be provided near the entry to each beach and
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park space. In nearly all cases, the dedicated parking spaces will be located in offstreet parking areas arranged in a head-in configuration with an eight-foot wide
space adjacent to each accessible space. Designated accessible spaces located
on-street in a parallel parking situation are to be provided only on low traffic
local streets such as Lake Shore Boulevard and not on arterial streets such as
Sheridan Road.
Within the park, both pedestrian and bicycle paths will be paved with accessible
hard surfaces such as concrete, crushed stone or asphalt. Slopes will be less
than 5% along the length of the paths, and will maintain a 2% cross-slope.Where
pedestrian and bicycle paths intersect, tactile warning strips will be provided in
a color that highly contrasts with the adjacent paving to warn those with visual
impairments. All beaches will provide ADA compliant flexible decking to the
water’s edge and designated swimming areas.
All new and renovated structures will be fully ADA compliant. Site furnishings,
such as picnic tables, will be selected that offer versions that allow seamless accessibility uses. Drinking fountains will provide basins at multiple heights and be
sited to allow paved access. Bench pads located along pedestrian routes will include a 36” square space at one end to allow wheelchair users the opportunity
to sit with friends out of the line of traffic.

Vehicular Circulation / Traffic Calming
One of the common elements of nearly all of Evanston’s lakefront parks is a
western boundary defined by the Sheridan Road corridor that conveys a large
amount of traffic north and south through Evanston from Wilmette on the
north to Chicago on the south. This corridor has an unusual alignment for such
a major vehicular route, and is characterized by a number of ninety degree turns
on a variety of local streets and wider roads. Sheridan Road is currently a state
highway under IDOT control, but will be transferred to local control in 2008. As
part of this transfer of control, an independent traffic analysis will be completed
that will identify any necessary improvements or upgrades to achieve an acceptable condition prior to transfer.
The Lakefront Master Plan consultant team included a Professional Traffic Operations Engineer, and the plan calls for a number of improvements to the Sheridan
Road corridor that are intended to improve pedestrian safety, reduce vehicular
conflicts with bicycles and pedestrians, improve unsafe intersections, and eliminate unnecessary traffic lanes and pavement where possible. These improvements will not only make the park easier to access, but will make the lakefront
environment more attractive as well.
One of the key issues with Sheridan Road is that in some cases there is more
pavement than is needed, with wider lanes than are necessary, which results
in higher traffic speeds and unsafe conditions for pedestrians. The master plan
seeks to introduce a number of traffic calming measures that are designed to
slow traffic speeds so that they are closer to the thirty miles per hour posted
speed limit. While it has been suggested that nothing more than traffic enforcement is needed, studies show that drivers tend to drive at a pace that increases
with the width of traffic lanes and capacity. In other words, if there is more
room, drivers feel comfortable driving faster, and traffic enforcement is not effective in creating long term changes in driver habits.Wider lanes also mean that
pedestrians have a longer distance to cover when crossing the street.
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What has been proven to be effective in reducing average vehicle speeds is a
concept known to traffic engineers as “creating friction”, which simply means
creating a vehicular environment designed with lane widths and turning radii
that are narrower and provide visual cues to the driver that increase their perception of speed. If a driver feels like they are going too fast, they will slow down
without the need for police enforcement. According to the National Highway
Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA), reduction in average vehicle
speeds of 1% reduces minor accidents by 2%, serious accidents by 3%, and fatal
accidents by 4%.
Figure 1: Typical crosswalk

Figure 2: Enhanced crosswalk

The master plan proposes to significantly increase pedestrian safety and reduce
traffic speeds to the posted speed limit by introducing “bump-outs” at intersections all along Sheridan Road. A bump-out is created by extending the curb line
at an intersection out to the edge of the travel lane, increasing the protected
area for pedestrians. For example, as shown in FIGURE 1, the typical cross section of Sheridan Road near Lunt Park includes two parallel parking lanes of approximately ten feet in width, and two travel lanes of approximately twelve feet
in width, for a total width of the road – and pedestrian crossing – of roughly
forty-four feet. FIGURE 2, shows the same intersection with bump-outs provided, which reduces the crossing distance to twenty-four feet. While this has
no impact at all on the amount of on-street parking provided (cars are already
not allowed to park within thirty feet of an intersection), and no impact on the
actual width of the driving lanes (still twelve feet each), the driver will perceive
the roadway as being much narrower and will instinctively slow down. Additionally, bump-outs create a more attractive roadway with additional protected
green spaces at intersections.
In addition to bump-outs, the plan also calls for ADA compliant ramps at all
intersections and designated crosswalks where appropriate. Crosswalks should
be constructed of a special paving material such as brick or heavily scored concrete, which not only create a visible crossing, but an audible sound and texture
that can be heard and felt by the driver. In addition, a pedestrian connection between Lunt Park and the lakefront park to the east is proposed, which utilizes a
raised “table crossing”. A table crossing is similar to a traffic bump, but is much
wider with gentle approaches. Vehicles slow down because the change in elevation and pavement texture lets them know they are crossing a pedestrian area.
All of these elements create “friction”, and when combined are very effective in
reducing average vehicle speeds.
Additional specific recommendations of the master plan for consideration during the traffic study include:
Reducing the number of travel lanes on Sheridan Road from four to two
along the east side of Calvary Cemetery between the border of Chicago
and South Boulevard Beach. In addition, the existing median is proposed
to be eliminated, and on-street bicycle lanes are proposed on both sides of
Sheridan Road.
Reviewing traffic safety at the intersection of Lake and Forest
Reducing or eliminating the chicane style curve at Davis and Forest Place,
and providing significant pedestrian safety enhancements.
Eliminating the north end of the existing parking area of Sheridan Road
east of Patriots Park, and changing the one-way northbound traffic on
Sheridan Road between Davis and Lake or Greenwood to two-way traffic.
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Improving the five-point intersection of Sheridan Road, Clark Street, and
Judson Avenue to reduce pavement widths and significantly improve
pedestrian safety.

Bicycle / Pedestrian Circulation
The master plan includes significant improvements to the bicycle and pedestrian
circulation systems along the lakefront, and is intended to encourage more people to visit the lakefront parks by walking or riding a bicycle rather than driving
their cars. As outlined above, a variety of traffic calming measures are proposed
to reduce traffic speeds on Sheridan Road, and make it easier and safer to access the lakefront parks for pedestrians.
The designated pedestrian circulation system is designed to connect the various
street crossings with the nearest points of interest along the lakefront west to
east, as well as connecting the lakefront from north to south. The north – south
pedestrian routes are typically located closer to the water than the bicycle
routes, and meander along and through the rolling dune grass and flexible green
spaces along the west side of the beaches. Seating areas with benches are
proposed along the entire pedestrian route, spaced approximately every 150’,
which will provide ample seating and opportunities for pedestrians to rest. In
areas adjacent to large concentrations of elderly citizens, spacing of 100’ between benches should be considered.
The pedestrian circulation routes will range from a typical width of six feet
throughout the lakefront, up to eight feet for walks associated with special areas
such as the Great Lawn. The pedestrian circulation routes will typically be paved
with stabilized crushed stone, with some areas paved in reclaimed street pavers,
asphalt, or concrete. Distance markers are proposed at quarter mile intervals.
At each point where the Evanston Bike Plan provides bicycle access to the
lakefront, the proposed lakefront trail system connects those routes to the new
bicycle paths within the lakefront parks. The proposed lakefront bicycle path
runs the length of the central portion of the lakefront parks, from the southern
boundary of Northwestern University to the south end of Lee Street Beach.
This multi-use trail will be designated primarily for park users on bicycles and
other non-motorized wheeled sports, such as rollerblades or scooters. Pedestrians on foot will be directed to the dedicated pedestrian routes. The intent of
this multi-use trail is to provide a casual, relaxed path intended for both commuters and park users.
The bicycle path will meet all standards and requirements of the Illinois Department of Transportation for the design of multi-use bicycle trails. The trail will
be twelve feet wide, paved in asphalt, and will include lighting, signage, striping,
secure bicycle racks, bench seating and litter receptacles.

C I TY

of

E VA N S T O N

LAKEFRONT

MA S TE R

P L A N

78

Parking
The Lakefront Vision calls for improving access to the lakefront parks, but specifically suggests avoiding increasing the amount of parking already provided.
During the course of the initial design charettes, a range of parking solutions
was proposed. The clear consensus among the community was a preference for
the current approach which distributes the parking rather evenly along the entire length of the lakefront. This approach has several advantages, including distribution of parking demand and associated vehicular circulation and convenient
parking access to nearly all parts of the lakefront.The challenges associated with
the current parking arrangement include a perception of danger when parallel
parking along some parts of Sheridan Road, a lack of designated accessible parking spaces, particularly near Clark Street Beach, and poorly configured parking
areas located within old roadways.
The master plan proposes to generally maintain the existing parking approach,
while addressing the current challenges. The introduction of traffic calming
bump-outs, coupled with the introduction of pervious or special paving, will
clearly identify the designated parallel parking lanes along the edges of Sheridan
Road. This should give drivers a more clear sense of the edges of their lane
and improve the perception of safety in these areas. Bump-outs are proposed
throughout the lakefront parks, but without the special paving on local streets.
Near Clark Street Beach, designated off-street accessible parking spaces are
provided as part of the reconfigured entry to the boat launch parking area.
There are five areas of off-street parking within the lakefront parks, including the
lots at Lighthouse Beach, the Boat Launch, the Dempster Street facility, the sailing and kayak area, and Clark Square. Over time, all of these facilities will require
resurfacing, and the master plan calls for replacement of the existing impervious
concrete and asphalt with pervious paving materials such as open grid pavers
or pervious asphalt. Bioswales are proposed to be installed adjacent to all of
these areas, which will help collect and treat the stormwater runoff. Both the
pervious paving and bioswale features will increase the amount of stormwater
that percolates into the soil, which is good for the environment while reducing
demands on stormwater infrastructure and treatment facilities.
Additional refinements to the existing off-street parking areas include a more
defined organization and striping of the Dempster Street facility lot, and the
reconfiguration of the sailing and kayaking lots to a one way loop system.
A number of changes are proposed to the on-street parking areas between
Greenwood Street and Patriots Park. The current angled parking located on
both sides of Sheridan Road immediately north of Greenwood and east of
Dawes House is proposed to be reconfigured to head-in parking. The parallel parking between the north edge of the Dawes House property and Davis
Street remain in place, but are more clearly defined by the introduction of traffic calming bump-outs. The parking area between Patriots Park and the lagoon
area is reconfigured to head in parking, while the northern exit of this lot is
removed. In order to offset the loss of parking spaces from this reconfiguration,
approximately fifteen new parallel parking spaces are provided along the west
side of Sheridan Road north of Clark Street. The net result of all of these parking refinements is no change to the number of existing parking spaces. Should
the traffic study determine that there are no safe alternatives that allow closure
of the northern segment of Sheridan Road at Patriots Park, the plan includes an
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alternative strategy that maintains the Sheridan Road connection to the north.

Public Safety
In general terms, Evanston’s lakefront parks are very safe, with little in the way
of serious crime or recurring safety issues. This is due in large part to the safety
of the community as a whole, and the popularity of the lakefront parks. This
popularity means there are usually a large number of “eyes in the park”, which is
the single most effective deterrent to crime and vandalism. While the lakefront
is not devoid of vandalism, the parks are generally in good repair, clean, and
relatively free of graffiti.
One of the challenges in policing the waterfront is the size of the parks, and
the distance of some areas from roadways. For example, Lighthouse Beach can
not be effectively surveyed from a police vehicle, and there are some areas that
require officers to patrol on foot. Consequently, the north end of Lighthouse
Beach has significant problems with trash and vandalism. While much of the remaining waterfront can be patrolled fairly easily by car, the rocks in the shoreline
protection system create a number of problems. While it is illegal for people
to go east of the rocks, some do, and can’t be seen by police unless they climb
the rocks themselves. Worse, the rocks are not designed to be walked on, and
if someone is injured, it is very difficult to transport them from the east side of
the rocks to the park on the west. One potential solution would be to patrol
the lakefront parks by bicycle, which would put officers closer to the shoreline.
Another addition to public safety is to consider including hard line phones at
the new Lakefront facilities. A phone system located strategically at each beach
would allow for better connectivity and communication along the Evanston
lakefront should an emergency arise.

Water Safety
Water safety remains an ongoing challenge along the lakefront, and unfortunately, a number of fatal accidents have occurred over the years. While the
public swimming beaches have an excellent safety record, it is not possible for
the City to prevent people from entering the water in all locations at all times
of day or night. In many cases, accidents occur late at night, typically near groin
structures, with swimmers getting caught by the undertow. The beaches are
closed at night, and the City has installed a large number of signs warning of the
potential dangers. The master plan includes suggestions for improved signage,
which could be part of a public outreach program educating the community on
the dangers. This could include information on undertow conditions, how they
form, and how to escape them. An additional strategy in particularly problematic areas would be to install lighting on motion detectors, which discourages
illegal night time activity.
Throughout the rest of the parks, there is a goal to lower or remove portions
of the rock shoreline protection system. While this will improve the aesthetic
character of the lakefront, care must be taken to ensure that this effort does
not inadvertently create unsafe conditions by allowing unsupervised access to
the lake. Each condition should be evaluated individually, but in general, the plan
includes maintaining a twenty-four to thirty inch high vertical edge of boulders
to prevent small children from accessing the water. In addition, consideration
should be given to including an ornamental fence where additional access control is needed.
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Water Quality
Evanston’s swimming beaches are occasionally closed due to high levels of coliform. Unfortunately, this is not an uncommon problem in the region. As there
are no identifiable point sources of water pollution within the City of Evanston,
such as combined sewer overflows, there is little that Evanston can do to reduce
the number of closures.
The master plan does call for implementation of a number of strategies to
reduce stormwater quantity and improve stormwater quality. These include
replacing all paved roadway and parking surfaces within the parks with pervious concrete, asphalt, or grid paver systems to reduce impervious surfaces. In
combination with the pervious paving, bioswales are proposed near each large
expanse of paving to collect and filter stormwater. This increases the amount
of water that is absorbed by the soil, and the plant materials cleanse the water
of contaminants. Third, “green” or vegetated roofs should be considered for all
new structures within the parks. Green roofs capture and detain a large portion
of stormwater that falls on a structure, they cleanse the water of contaminants,
insulate and protect the structure and waterproof membrane, extend the life
of the roof, create habitat for wildlife, and reduce heat island effects and cooling demand. For pitched roofs, water runoff should be extended to adjacent
bioswales. Also, pitched roofs can also be insulated to provide better cooling for
the building.

Lighting / Dark Sky
The lighting design for the lakefront parks will be based on a design concept
known as “dark sky”. The goal of dark sky lighting is to reduce light “pollution”
and glare caused by poorly designed or located light fixtures. For example, when
a light fixture shines upwards to light a building façade, much of the light is cast
into the night sky, where it contributes to the night glow one sees over cities
at night. This makes it more difficult to see the stars and wastes a significant
amount of energy. Furthermore, contrary to popular belief, more lighting does
not necessarily equate to a safer environment.
The key to a safe evening environment is to eliminate sources of glare, provide
relatively even light levels, and locate light fixtures to create an understandable
sense of orientation in the parks. The human eye automatically focuses on the
brightest visible point of light, and adjusts to that light level. When a source of
glare is present in an otherwise dark area, the light seems brighter, and the dark
areas seem much darker. This is because the eye adjusts to the glare, and we
lose our night vision. This actually creates a less safe environment. If the source
of glare was eliminated, our eyes can adjust to low levels of light and still see
quite clearly.We can also perceive greater ranges of color and depth perception,
increasing the sense of safety.
Eliminating glare by selecting light fixtures identified as “cut-off or full cut-off”
ensures that the brightest point of light is not visible unless one is directly under the fixture. This prevents light from spilling uselessly into the sky or neighboring areas, maximizes the effectiveness of the light fixture and energy used,
and focuses the light on the area we intend to illuminate. Spacing light fixtures
between 80-120 feet apart and locating them at key intersections and interest
points allows people to navigate effectively, while minimizing highly contrasting
areas of light and dark.
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In addition to using fewer light fixtures, saving initial construction costs and ongoing maintenance costs, this approach also saves energy. To make the most of
these savings, the master plan recommended use of LED light fixtures that use
dramatically less energy than conventional high pressure sodium or metal halide
light fixtures. In addition to using less energy, these fixtures last much longer,
significantly reducing maintenance requirements. Until LED fixtures become
widely available, use of induction fixtures is proposed. Induction lighting is a
technology that has similar desirable light quality characteristics to metal halide
fixtures, but use less energy. In addition, induction lamps last 100,000 hours, or
roughly 5-10 times longer than similar metal halide fixtures. Induction lighting
technology is currently in use in Evanston’s street lights.

Water Trail
The proposed water trail is a network of access points along Evanston’s lakefront, allowing users of non-motorized water craft such as sea kayaks to access beach facilities from the water for a limited period of time. While specific
operational, permit, and safety requirements will be determined by the City of
Evanston, the master plan calls for designating a portion of each beach with flags
as a landing site for non-motorized craft.These locations will be located to avoid
conflicts with other beach users and consider navigational issues such as the effect of prevailing winds, structures, and concentrations of boat activity such as
the Northwestern University Sailing Club.
The water trail could potentially become part of a wider regional system, allowing visitors to Evanston from more distant locations a place to stop for lunch,
visit cultural facilities such as the Evanston Art Center or Lighthouse, and access
downtown Evanston just a few blocks from Clark Street Beach.
Consideration should be given to allowing use of the water trail access points for
additional carry in access of non-motorized craft such as sea kayaks. Currently,
lake access for non-motorized craft is limited to the Dempster Street Beach,
which would remain as the only area providing boat storage facilities. Allowing
carry in access at all beach water trail locations would distribute the parking
demand for boaters across the entire lakefront, and increase opportunities for
nearby residents to access the water without increasing parking demand.

Shoreline Protection
In the mid 1980’s, the rising waters of Lake Michigan were causing damage all
along the Illinois shoreline, including the City of Evanston. In order to protect
property, roads, and structures, a system of shoreline protection made up of
large boulders was installed along much of Evanston’s lakefront. While the system did protect the lakefront parks from the rising water, it was also considered
by many to be an eyesore and blight on the waterfront.
In addition to the negative impact on the visual character of the parks, the rocks
also create a number of safety issues - so much so that Evanston recently passed
a law making it illegal for people to be east of the rocks. Safety issues associated
with the rock shoreline revetment include uneven walking surfaces that may
be slippery, deep gaps between large boulders with sharp edges, and occasional
loose rocks or debris. In addition, the areas east of the rocks are not supervised,
and should an incident occur it is possible other park users would not be able
to see the injured person and call for help. When help arrives, evacuating the
injured person over five to seven feet of boulders is very difficult, and often
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requires evacuation using watercraft – increasing the length of time it takes to
get the patient treated.
The water level of Lake Michigan normally fluctuates within a range of approximately six feet, and follows a cycle of approximately twenty years. In the fall of
2007, Lake Michigan was very near its record low, or approximately at the Low
Water Datum (LWD). Among other impacts, the low water level has exposed
much of the shoreline protection system of boulders, created significant dredging requirements at the boat launch, and brought about the emergence of the
Dog Beach, which was under water only fifteen years ago.
However, it was only twenty years ago when Lake Michigan water levels were
very near their all time high, approximately six feet higher than they are today.
Long time Evanston residents tell stories about Sheridan Road closing near Calvary Cemetery because waves were crashing over the street. Some waterfront
homeowners had first and even second floor windows broken out by crashing waves. While it is true that climate change is impacting many facets of our
environment, and some climate change models predict that the level of Lake
Michigan will continue to recede, at this time we simply have no way of knowing
for sure what will happen in the future.
Before any changes are made to the shoreline protection system, the first step
in the process is a comprehensive analysis by a competent coastal engineer.
There are three main variables in the design of a coastal protection system.
These include the “design lake level” - generally either an average lake level,
such as +4 LWD, or high water level, which is closer to +6; the “design wave”
or storm event, which could be the “100 year storm” - which is a storm that
has a 1% likelihood of happening in any given year, and generally happens several
times over the course of 100 years; and the topography and bathymetry of the
coastline, as the depth of the water near the shoreline can significantly change
the way the above variables interact to create waves. Factoring into all of this,
and determining how conservative the engineer’s calculations will be, is the level
of risk the local government is willing to accept.
One could argue the water levels are at their all time lows, and since climate
models predict that they will only go lower, we should remove much of the rock
revetments as they are no longer needed. While this could be true, a reasonable consensus of the community suggests that a more conservative approach
is called for.
The Vision Plan calls for exploration of alternative strategies for natural shoreline
protection, and for removal of the rock revetments wherever possible. A wide
range of strategies were considered, including offshore underwater breakwaters,
offshore islands, and linear concrete revetments. While all of these alternatives
could provide varying degrees of shoreline protection, each was rejected. The
underwater breakwaters were rejected due to concerns over long term effectiveness, and the fact that in order to make them functional during normal water
levels, they would be exposed during low water periods. Additionally, they could
pose a navigational hazard to boaters. Offshore islands were considered, but
quickly rejected due to the exceptionally high costs involved, and the fact that
they would obscure the horizon as much or more than the current rock revetments. The linear concrete revetments, similar to those employed throughout
the Chicago waterfront, were rejected due to costs and aesthetic concerns.
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The clear consensus from the community is to lower or remove the rocks
wherever possible, and bolster the areas where rock heights are reduced with
more natural shoreline protection systems. Care must be taken to ensure that
lowering the rocks does not inadvertently create a safety issue by making unsupervised areas of the lakefront accessible. The primary goal is to increase visual
access to the lake, and reduce the negative visual impact of the rocks.
Three strategies are proposed to achieve this goal. The first strategy is for areas where the existing rock revetments are determined by a qualified coastal
engineer to be higher than necessary. In these areas, the top layer of the rock
revetment would be removed, and relocated to the base of the revetment on
the eastern side, at the toe of the rock slope. In most cased, lowering the height
of the revetment even two feet will significantly improve visual access to the
lake, and the cost of moving the existing rocks a few feet to the east will be
reasonable relative to complete removal. The second strategy proposed is to
raise the parkland behind the existing rock revetment by two-four feet, which
will create the same net effect as lowering the height of the revetment, although
only in the limited areas of fill immediately west of the rocks. This solution
is potentially the least expensive, depending on the depth of fill required, and
the width of the area raised west of the wall. The third strategy proposed is
removal of the rock revetment entirely, and replacing it with “natural shoreline
protection” which is proposed only in limited areas near existing supervised
beaches. Naturalized shoreline protection is a system of dunes held in place by
dune grasses, similar to the landscape found along the south end of Lighthouse
Beach. It provides protection in the sense that the dune grasses help maintain
the dunes in place. In a natural condition, the shoreline is constantly moving
and changing shape. Grasses can not protect a dune from a significant wave attack, but they can minimize erosive forces to help stabilize edge conditions to a
degree. Therefore, this is not an acceptable approach for protecting buildings or
infrastructure near the waters edge, but more for open areas where a degree of
shoreline movement over time is acceptable due to lake level, wave action, and
littoral drift. Additionally, this option is the most expensive as complete removal
of the rock revetments is required.

Utilities
The elements proposed by the Evanston Lakefront Master Plan are generally
intended to reduce the consumption of resources, create more natural environments and minimally impacting existing utility infrastructure.
New path lighting will require a buried conduit system to supply power. Receptacles have the potential to be built into the new light poles allowing the power
source to be accessed for festivals. Existing aerial cables, such as those near
the boat launch area, should be buried when possible to reduce any potential
hazards to park users and not to present any visual obstruction.
The implementation of pervious paving and bioswales at various lakefront locations will reduce the impact on the stormwater system. The primary benefits
are reduction in storm surge and infrastructure size, cleansing of the water by
the bioswale’s plant material and recharging of the groundwater system.
The new beach houses will require electric, water, sanitary, and telecommunication feeds. In most cases water and sanitary feeds will be pulled from the adjoining Sheridan Road corridor. Electric and telecommunication feeds may require
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additional travel to reach connection points. A detailed investigation and direct
coordination with the agency responsible for administering each utility will be
required for the construction of each beach house to determine the actual connection point to these utilities.

Landscape Approach
The master plan identifies four main landscape themes within the lakefront
parks. These include flexible green space, dune ecology, magic hedge, and upland
prairie. Each of these landscape types has a different function and maintenance
requirements, and are used in specific areas for specific purposes. The primary
goal overall for the lakefront parks is to create a more functional ecosystem
with a broader range of plant diversity, habitat, and varied aesthetic character.
In general, the plants selected are native species that require less supplemental
water, fertilizer, and maintenance than introduced species, however some introduced species that thrive in this area are included.
Flexible Green Space
The Flexible Green Space landscape is similar to what is currently found
throughout the lakefront parks. The essential character is open areas of green
turf amid mature shade trees.There is typically little in the way ornamental trees
or understory plantings, which results in an ecology which is fairly sterile and
not ideally suited for a wide variety of wildlife. This type of landscape is maintenance intensive, requiring regular mowing and application of fertilizers and weed
control. However, what it lacks in habitat for wildlife is more than made up for
by providing flexible areas for people to play, picnic, and relax. The general approach of the master plan is to maintain the flexible green spaces that are well
used, while introducing other landscape types in areas where the existing green
space is not well used. Additionally, distinct landscape “rooms” will be defined by
various landscape types as buffers, as called for in the Lakefront Vision.
Dune Ecology
The dune ecology landscape is one of a number of natural shoreline protection
techniques employed on Lake Michigan, and consists mainly of a variety of native
grasses specially adapted to the windswept sand dune environment along the
lake shore. Among other things, the native grasses anchor the sand dunes, reduce drifting and the amount of sand blown on to adjacent surfaces, require little
in the way of fertilizer or irrigation once established, and can be used to clearly
define the edges of beaches and adjacent green spaces. There are a number of
areas along Evanston’s lakefront where this landscape type has been successfully
implemented, including the southwest edge of Lighthouse beach and along the
east edge of the sailboard and kayak parking areas near Dempster Street.
Magic Hedge
The magic hedge landscape takes its name from a bird sanctuary located near
Montrose Point on the Chicago lakefront. The magic hedge was created nearly
by accident as a leftover landscape edge to an Army Nike Missile base located
here in the 1950s and 1960s. The hedge grew up along the border of the base,
and was left behind after the base was dismantled around 1970. The resulting
landscape is a mix of native and adapted plant species that provide food and
cover for a wide range of bird species. On a typical day more than 50 species
of birds can be found, and experienced birders have reported sighting well over
100 species in a single day.
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In addition to the wildlife, the magic hedge landscape offers a very diverse and
beautiful landscape that can serve as a beautiful garden edge to more manicured
flexible green spaces. Narrow paths through the low flowering shrubs create a
very different experience, bringing visitors in closer contact with a wide variety of butterflies and flowering plants. This will also create the opportunity to
provide educational programs for children and the community, such as public
workshops on how landscape plantings can be used to attract wildlife to private
residential properties.
Upland Prairie
The upland prairie landscape is made up of native short to mid height native
grass species that are native to northern Illinois. The key advantages to this
landscape are the beauty of the grasses as they change over the seasons, and reduced maintenance demands for mowing, weed killers, and chemical fertilizers.
In addition, this landscape provides a significantly more diverse range of plant
species, providing habitat for a wider range of wildlife. While it is true that the
establishment period for this style of landscape is labor intensive, over a two
year period the plants will become firmly established and maintenance requirements will be reduced.
The upland prairie landscape is proposed along the western edges of Lunt and
Patriots Park, and the master plan proposes narrow informal trails through these
areas to make them accessible. Additionally, bench seating located within these
areas will allow park visitors to enjoy the wildflowers, butterflies, and birds.

Recommendations for Private Property Owners
While the master plan does not propose specific improvements or new requirements or restrictions on private properties along the lakefront, a number
of the strategies proposed for the lakefront parks may be applicable and / or
desirable to private homeowners.
In many cases, the landscape approaches outlined above are just as applicable
to private properties as they are in public parks. In some cases, such as the
implementation of more diverse landscapes such as the magic hedge, dune grass,
or upland prairie landscapes, private property owners have the opportunity to
work together with the community to create larger contiguous zones of habitat
for birds and other wildlife by extending the habitat proposed for nearby parks.
Ideally, the habitats proposed in each of the parks would be connected to one
another by individual improvements to private properties. It is important to
note that this proposal does not suggest making private property accessible to
the public. This proposal suggests creating larger areas of connected diverse
wildlife habitat that will benefit the wildlife and community alike.
The master plan suggests that the City of Evanston partner with local groups
such as the Audubon Society to create informational packages outlining what
types of landscape will provide habitat for migrating birds, and habitat for resident populations.
Similarly, private homeowners may wish to implement some of the shoreline
protection strategies outlined in the master plan. It is important for private
landowners to consult with a qualified coastal engineer when considering any
proposed changes to their shoreline, and comply with all applicable environmental regulations, permit requirements, and local zoning and codes.
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Evanston Lakefront Programming
The master planning public outreach process included discussion of a wide
range of programming alternatives along the lakefront, and achieves the goals
and objectives of the Evanston Lakefront Vision through proposals that emphasize a balance between natural unprogrammed lakefront activities, with a variety
of activities appropriate to the lakefront. This topic elicited a great deal of discussion, with a clear consensus emerging from the community for maintaining
a similar level of active programmed activities to what is provided currently. In
contrast to additional active recreation programming, there was support among
the community for additional cultural and educational programming elements
such as environmental classes, ecology walks, and improvement of basic facilities
for cultural events.
While there was little desire for expanding active recreation programming over
current levels, there was a corresponding desire to maintain all of the current
activities provided. Where activities are more dependent upon built elements,
such as the boat launch and Dempster Street non-motorized boat facility, there
was clear support for enhancing them in place. These facilities are proposed
to be improved to make them more functional and efficient, while remaining
capable of serving the same or more users without increasing the size of the
facilities. Proposals to remove facilities such as the tennis courts at the end of
their useful lives were flatly rejected.
The overall programming approach for the master plan was to provide improved
facilities and opportunities for passive activities that are respectful of and take
advantage of the special environment along the lakefront. Improving access to
the waters edge for elderly or less mobile park users, along with cooler shaded
environments at the waters edge, provide an alternative to the less accessible
and hotter beach environment. Activities that can only be provided along the
lakefront are proposed, including the potential expansion of swim beaches, the
water trail, and increasing storage capacity for non-motorized watercraft.
The Lakefront Vision calls for encouraging community and cultural events
through the designation of dedicated areas along the lakefront. The master
plan proposes elements that will achieve this goal primarily in the areas where
these events are currently provided, with additional opportunities created by
the Great Lawn. The existing facilities at the Lagoon area will be improved
to provide a more durable promenade that will reduce landscape damage and
restoration efforts. Additionally, improvements to the electrical system are proposed, which will provide for power demands without noisy and polluting portable generators.
Educational and environmental programming opportunities proposed in the
master plan include interpretive signage throughout the lakefront to educate the
public about the enhanced native landscape, guided habitat tours at the Lincoln
Street Overlook, and expansion of the environmental programming provided at
Lighthouse Beach. Partnerships with organizations such as the Audubon Society,
Ladd Arboretum, Chicago Center for Green Technology, and Evanston Ecology
Center could provide access and outreach to compatible facilities within Evanston and the surrounding community. These opportunities will increase the
level of understanding of the lakefront environment and increase the appreciation for the lakefront, without the need for construction of significant facilities.
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Operation / Maintenance
All aspects of the master plan are grounded in the fundamental requirement
that maintenance and operational aspects be considered and the realities of financing and budget constraints addressed. The master plan proposes a number
of elements that will improve the operational efficiency of the parks, while also
reducing maintenance demands.
One of the key benefits of the overall plan, emphasis on sustainable design, is
the fact that sustainable practices implemented correctly are generally more
resource efficient, reduce maintenance demands, and save money. It is true that
certain sustainable practices involve higher “first costs”, or the costs associated
with implementing them versus traditional methods, but this is not true for all
sustainable design approaches. In fact, first costs can actually be less in many
cases, and when life cycle cost analysis is considered, sustainable practices are
generally more cost effective over the long term as well as being better for the
environment as a whole.
For example, the plan proposes replacing little-used areas of turf with native
grasses. The maintenance regime required for large expanses of turf include
weed control, application of pesticides and fertilizers, and weekly mowing. All of
these activities are labor and resource intensive year after year, and contribute
directly to reduced environmental quality through groundwater contamination
by chemical fertilizer and pesticide runoff, noise, fuel consumption, and vehicle
exhaust emissions. On the other hand, native grasses require this level of effort only for the first two to three years of establishment. Once established,
mowing demands are reduced to twice per season. Supplemental fertilizer and
pesticides are needed rarely, and weeds are less able to compete with native
grasses, significantly reducing weed control requirements. Finally, the cost of
native seeding is less than half the cost of sod.
The proposed construction of new LEED Silver Certified restroom structures
will cost less to operate, and the buildings will last longer than traditional construction. For example, the implementation of a green roof costs roughly 50%
more than a traditional roof, but since the green roof protects the waterproof
membrane, the life expectancy of the roofing system is double or even triple
that of traditional construction. Use of LED light fixtures in place of traditional
systems reduces the need to purchase and install replacement fixtures from
every two to four years to every fifteen to twenty years, while using significantly
less energy throughout the life of the fixture.
Another operational benefit provided by the new structures will be improved
storage, office, and communication facilities for the lifeguard staff at each major beach entry. Currently, the base of operations for the lifeguard staff is the
Dempster Street Facility, and lifeguards transport their equipment from this location to each separate beach. This would be replaced by storage at each beach,
allowing the lifeguards to spend more time on duty at the beaches. Currently,
due to spotty cell phone coverage, lifeguard staff often carry multiple devices
such as cell phones and radios in order to maintain emergency communications.
The new facilities will provide landline communications access at each beach,
improving safety and response times.
Finally, the restroom structures will be designed to reduce winterization maintenance requirements and provide the possibility of efficient year round operaC I TY
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tion if funding allows. While not proposed by the master plan, there is a desire
among the community to operate the restroom facilities year round. Use of
photo-voltaic technology could provide energy to maintain minimum internal
temperatures, reducing the winterization requirements. While this is one aspect
of the operational requirements of keeping the restrooms open year round, the
issue of daily servicing and increased potential for vandalism during periods of
lower use are not addressed, and would increase costs if a year round approach
was implemented.
The net effect of the master plan should reduce maintenance demands over
time, which would allow the City to complete deferred maintenance items and
improve services. However, the reality of municipal budgets is that they have
been going down in recent years due to increased demand for other important
public needs. While there are a wide range of grants and other funding opportunities available to construct new elements, there are very few sources of funding
for ongoing maintenance. This fact underscores the importance of addressing
these issues during design, and the role of the community in working with the
City leadership to ensure that adequate funding of parks, maintenance, and programming remain a priority.
Implementation / Phasing
The master plan outlines a strategy for improving the lakefront parks over a
period of twenty or more years with a wide range of proposed improvements.
These improvements will combine to create a place that takes best advantage
of the lakefront setting, provides a wide range of activities for the community,
operates at a high level of resource efficiency, and is easier to maintain in the
long run. As the master plan addresses nearly every facet of the lakefront parks,
an implementation strategy and approach to phasing must make the most of
every funding opportunity.
The first step in this process is to identify all current funding sources that could
potentially be used to implement individual elements of the plan, such as the
capital improvement budget, maintenance and operations budgets, private donations, permit revenues, and grants from local, state, federal, or private sources.
Each of the sources should be analyzed to determine the types of elements they
could provide funding for, and the level of matching support needed. Creative,
integrated approaches will be necessary to make the most of every opportunity.
For example, maintenance budgets are not typically used for new construction
items. However, if a regular maintenance activity such as restoration of lawn
damage exists, and the damaged area is proposed to be native or dune grasses
in the master plan, the maintenance funds could be better spent implementing
the proposed solution instead of the repairing the existing condition.
One of the best reasons to complete a master plan is to ensure that everyone is
working towards a common goal, and that every dollar spent is invested in the
implementation of a well thought out strategy. The next step would be identifying all currently funded projects within the lakefront, and ensuring that they
comply with the master plan. For example, the renovations to the restroom
structure at Lighthouse Beach have been coordinated with the master plan, ensuring that the funds are put to best use achieving the overall vision.
Establishing a priority list for construction phasing must take into account a
wide range of factors. Obviously, if a private donation or grant opportunity
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for a specific element becomes available, it makes sense to take advantage of
those opportunities whenever possible regardless of the relative importance
of that element. The strategy for investing yearly capital improvement budgets,
however, should be based on a range of key factors. Most important is addressing areas of public safety, and achieving compliance with relevant codes such as
ADA. Next on the list of priorities would be identifying irreplaceable elements
of historic, cultural, or environmental value. These elements should be weighed
in terms of the actual potential for quantifiable immediate loss, and not solely
on the concerns of special interest groups.
Once these items are identified and addressed, the decision making process
should be focused on identifying those elements that would most increase resource, maintenance, and operational efficiency, thereby increasing the effectiveness of available funds. For example, the existing restroom structures are
functionally obsolete, require a high degree of yearly maintenance, and are less
efficient in water and energy use than new structures. As grant funding for
new restroom structures is more available than for other elements, and the
new structures will be very efficient and less costly to maintain, this would be a
higher priority than enhancing a groin structure for fishing access for example.
Consideration of elements that could potentially increase revenue for relatively
low cost, such as the improvements to the Dempster St non-motorized boat
storage facility, should also be high on the list. Another example would be the
yearly dredging of the boat launch facility, which is a costly activity that could
be reduced if improvements to the boat launch structures were implemented.
These improvements could potentially be quite costly, however, so the value of
the potential savings must be weighed against the cost of the improvement.
The key to making the most of available funds and making good phasing decisions lies in open communication between everyone responsible for funding,
operating, and maintaining the parks.

Ingleside Parcel
Existing Conditions
The Ingleside Parcel is located at the east end of Ingleside Place, and is the
northernmost public parcel on the lakefront within the City of Evanston. It is
a small piece of property, approximately 60’ by 60’, created by the extension of
the roadway right-of-way extending to the waterline. The site is fenced off at
the end of Ingleside Place, and no designated public access is provided. Currently, illegal access to the site occurs during summer weekend nights, typically
by teenagers and young adults who appear to access the site by climbing the
fence.
Master Plan Elements
The master plan proposes several improvements intended to achieve the goal of
improving public safety by creating a secure site less desirable for illegal activities. The security fence should be improved to eliminate any potential gaps, and
consideration should be given to raising the height of the existing fence. Second,
selective pruning and / or removal of some of the heavy plant growth would allow police to observe the site from the roadway without leaving their vehicles.
Third, installation of security lighting activated by motion detectors would light
the beach when triggered by trespassers. Of the elements proposed above, the
installation of security lighting would probably be the most effective, as it makes
the site a significantly less desirable place to hang out, and this strategy has been
found to be effective by private property owners adjacent to public beaches.
C I TY

of

E VA N S T O N

LAKEFRONT

MA S TE R

P L A N

90

LIGHTHOUSE BEACH

Existing Conditions
Lighthouse Beach is the northernmost of Evanston’s lakefront parks, and is actually made up of four individual parks managed by two separate agencies. From
north to south the parks are as follows: Lawson Park is managed by the City of
Evanston where special amenities include community gardens and a children’s
playground. Northeast Park is managed by the Lighthouse Park District. Lighthouse Landing is managed by the City of Evanston and special amenities include
the Historic Lakefront and the Evanston Arts Center. Grosse Point Lighthouse
is managed by the Lighthouse Park District. Both the Lighthouse and the Art
Center are Evanston landmarks.
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Park users experience these various parks as one place with four distinct areas
of use. The southwest corner of the site houses all of the significant structures,
including the Evanston Arts Center and Lighthouse.To the northwest, separated
from the structures by the parking area, is an upland green space used mainly for
traditional park activities such as picnicking, community gardening, and flexible
play. Over time, settlement has occurred in the landscape, creating low spots in
the lawn which collect water and are easily damaged by activity. To the east of
this area is a transitional space where the grade drops approximately ten feet
to the level of the beach. This lower area is separated from the beach by large
boulders intended to provide shoreline protection, which results in a narrow
corridor that is less visible from the rest of the park. This area is characterized
by graffiti, trash, and other signs of undesirable park activity not found in any
other location along Evanston’s lakefront. The fourth area is the beach itself,
which is well used and includes a significant area of dune grass restoration at the
southern end. An ADA compliant accessible route from the parking area to the
beach does not currently exist but is being planned.
The Evanston Arts Center (1) and associated carriage house are sited on the
grounds of the historic Clarke Estate which were originally designed by the
noted landscape architect Jens Jensen. While not all of the historic garden elements remain, the council ring – a key element in many of Jensen’s designs – is
still in use, and there is local support for the restoration of the grotto and lily
pond. The Evanston Arts Center’s building itself is a significant structure with
considerable maintenance requirements.
Lighthouse Park (2) is home to the Grosse Point Lighthouse and its associated structures, the Fog House and Signal House. All of these structures are
on the National Register of Historic Places, and the Lighthouse represents the
iconic lakefront image of Evanston. The Fog and Signal houses are used for arts
and education programs. The entire site is also within the Northeast Evanston
National Register Historic District. The Grosse Pointe Light Station site is a
National Historic Landmark
Current project activity within the park include Noah’s Playground for Everyone
(3), which is a new playground designed to be fully accessible for all children.
Associated with the new playground is a modest expansion of the parking area,
completed in fall 2007, with a number of additional accessible parking spaces.
Another ongoing project will create an ADA compliant accessible route (4) from
the upland play and parking area to the existing restroom building and beach.
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Master Plan Elements
The master plan for Lighthouse Beach proposes improvements focused primarily on making the existing park space more usable and easier to maintain, while
expanding habitat plantings, improving visibility, and enhancing security.

Evanston Arts Center and Lighthouse
The historic nature of these facilities should be maintained and celebrated, and
accordingly, the key elements of the master plan for this area focus on restoration of the historic structures and the Jens Jensen landscape. Two new activities
are proposed, which are intended to increase awareness of the facilities and to
provide modest revenue to support this restoration.
Many key elements of the original Jens Jensen landscape remain largely intact,
although the grotto and lily pond are in need of significant repair. The original
council ring remains and is still in use today, although few people are aware of
the significance of this feature. The woody landscape plantings are healthy, and
provide a balance of habitat and usable space. The cultural value of this landscape should be recognized, and future work should be undertaken with the
intent to maintain Jensen’s original vision.
The plan proposes to make use of the beautiful grounds of both the Arts Center and Lighthouse for low impact public functions such as weddings and small
receptions, and an improved event lawn (5) is proposed for the space east of the
Lighthouse, between the Fog and Signal houses. This space should be available
for reservation by the public for a fee, with the proceeds going to support the
restoration of the buildings and grounds.
The plan also proposes to make use of the existing Carriage House (6) to
provide space for an appropriately themed café and/or gift shop, which could
generate more visits to the Arts Center, provide higher quality food than typical
park concessions, and create a venue for local artists, musicians, and writers to
share their work. While this would also generate additional revenue in support
of restoration and maintenance, the plan recognizes that these funding sources
alone will not be enough to cover all that is needed. Additional funding in the
way of grants and private donations should be pursued to enable these facilities
to make better use of the public funds already allocated.

Parking / Access
The plan does not include expanding the existing parking area (7) beyond the
work already underway in association with the construction of Noah’s Playground for Everyone. While it is recognized that the amount of parking currently provided is not adequate for busy days, there was no public support for
expanding the parking.The plan calls for additional bicycle racks and encourages
walking by providing improved pathway connections to the existing neighborhood walkways.
Special parking for weddings or receptions at the proposed event lawn would
not be provided on site. The existing vehicular drop off makes valet parking, or
the use of a parking shuttle from off site parking areas, a viable option for increasing the use of the park without impacting the character of the park.

Upland Green Space
The upland green space (8), north of the Arts Center and west of the beach
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provides flexible open space and play opportunities for picnicking and informal games. With the addition of Noah’s Playground for Everyone, this area will
see more use. The master plan proposes to make this area more usable and
easier to maintain by restoring the grading and turf to provide positive drainage
throughout.
New paved pedestrian paths connect existing walkways to the heart of the park,
Noah’s Playground for Everyone, and the new accessible route to the restroom
building now being designed. Also proposed for this area is to replace the aging
picnic shelter with a newer structure (9) that is designed to compliment the architectural character of the Evanston Arts Center building.This structure would
be located closer to Noah’s Playground for Everyone and centered on the renovated flexible play lawn while also taking advantage of views to Lake Michigan.
The existing community gardens (10) would remain, and extensive new plantings around the north and western edges of the park would be designed to
compliment the original Jens Jensen landscape plan for the Clarke Estate, while
providing habitat for migrating birds and other wildlife. This would include Hawthorne and Crabapple scattered along the entry drive, along with Chokecherry,
Viburnum, native Plum, and Sumac throughout the edge plantings.
For the transitional area located between the beach and the sloped edge of
the upland green space (11), the master plan proposes to open up views to the
lake, relocate or remove the stone shoreline protection, and extend the dune
habitat along the entire length. Much of the existing plant material is dense and
overgrown, preventing views of the lake from much of the upland area. This
area should be surveyed to identify healthy native trees and plants, and a planting design to compliment those species and transition to dune ecology should
replace the weedy overgrowth. Selective pruning of the trees and removal of
this overgrowth will open up views from the upland area, and provide improved
habitat. This also means that police will be able to survey the beach from the
upland area, providing a safer environment and reducing the amount of graffiti
and trash.
The existing shoreline protection boulders should be reviewed by a qualified
coastal engineer to determine if they could be removed altogether from the site.
If this review finds that the boulders are necessary to protect the embankment,
the plan proposes that the boulders be moved west to the toe of the slope if
possible.This would eliminate the hidden lower space, as well as the undesirable
activity that goes along with it, while expanding the beach and dune environment.

Lighthouse Beach
The primary need at Lighthouse Beach is improvements to the existing restroom facility (12) and the provision of an ADA compliant route from the parking area to the water’s edge. The existing restroom building is a small concrete
building tucked into the slope between the edge of the beach and the parking
area. It is in need of improvement and expansion, and is aesthetically out of
character with the surrounding historic structures. Its location, however, is ideal
for controlling access to the beach, and also allows for access to the roof of the
structure as an overlook of Lake Michigan. The master plan proposes a renovation of this facility, and an additional structure on the south side of the existing
ramp to provide equipment storage for the lifeguard staff, space for the staff to
control entry and collect fees, and provision of minor concessions to eliminate
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the need for the concession truck used now.
The new accessible route from the upland area to the restroom facility and
beach currently under design will meet the proposed accessible decking that
will provide access to the water’s edge. A water trail access point (13) is proposed north of the swimming area, and new fencing is proposed at the northern
edge of the beach to clearly delineate the end of the public beach. The unused
existing storage structure buried beneath the dunes should either be permanently sealed or removed altogether to improve safety on the beach.
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L I N C O L N S T R E E T OV E R L O O K

Existing Conditions
The Lincoln Street Overlook is a little known public space located between the
Evanston Water Treatment Plant (an Evanston Landmark) and the northernmost
edge of the Northwestern University campus. The parcel, defined by the extension of the Lincoln Street right of way to Lake Michigan, is currently planted with
turf and a few deciduous trees, with several benches and a picnic table on a bluff
overlooking Lake Michigan.
The dune environment below the bluff extends from the northern edge of the
Northwestern University campus on the south to the northern right-of-way
line of Milburn Street. Due to the sensitive nature of the Water Treatment plant,
and the associated Homeland Security requirements, the dune area below the
bluff is not accessible to the public. This area, roughly 300 feet wide at the south
end narrowing to 80 feet at the north end, is planted with an irregular mixture
of dune grasses and scrubby trees.

Master Plan Elements
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The plan for this area is intended to maintain the primary use of the upland area
as an overlook (1) of Lake Michigan, while reducing maintenance and improving the biodiversity of the landscape. The turf area adjacent to Lincoln Street is
proposed to be replaced with a mixture of dune grasses (2) and complimentary
ornamental trees that provide shade, food and cover for wildlife. The existing
canopy trees are to remain, and a compact overlook at the crest of the bluff is
to replace the seating and picnic table currently at this location. At the western
edge of the site, adjacent to Lincoln Street extension, a bioswale rain garden (3)
is proposed to minimize the impact of stormwater runoff into the dunes, as well
as capture roadway contaminants such as salt and vehicle fluids.
The lower dunes present a unique opportunity along the Evanston Lakefront to
provide a protected habitat area essentially off limits to the public. The security
requirements of the Water Treatment plant do not allow this area to be open
to the public, and the edges of the lower dunes (4) will remain fenced. The plan
proposes to enhance the existing dune ecology of the lower dunes by removing
the non-native and invasive scrubby plants, removal of any remnant debris, and
planting of a variety of additional dune grasses and native shrubs to increase
the biodiversity and functionality of the ecosystem. While this area would not
be open to the public, the possibility of guided tours by groups such as the
Audubon Society or the City of Evanston could enhance the educational benefit
of the site, increase awareness of natural shoreline protection alternatives, and
even possibly serve as a dune ecology extension of the Ladd Arboretum and
Ecology Center.
The landscape improvements proposed for the lower dune area would potentially improve the security of the Water Treatment plant, which could make portions of these improvements eligible for funding through security grants.
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CLARK STREET BEACH

Existing Conditions

D
S
PU

N

RO

M

A

A

CA

ID

D

S.

ER

H

IN

M

A

N

AV

EN

U

E

SH

RI

VE

Clark Street Beach (1) is located between Clark Street and the southern boundary of Northwestern University, immediately north of the Dog Beach.The beach
is approximately 400’ wide by 500’ long, making it one of the largest beaches in
Evanston. Despite its size, Clark Street Beach is the fourth out of the five beaches in Evanston in use.This is most likely due to the fact that the nearest available
parking is on Sheridan Road, 200 feet from the beach entry, plus another 400
feet across the sand to the waters edge. Additionally, the existing restroom facility is located near the street, 600 feet from the water’s edge. There is currently
no accessible route or designated accessible parking near Clark Street Beach.
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The master plan includes a number of elements designed to maintain the essential character of Clark Street Beach that makes it a beloved element of the
lakefront, while making it safer, more accessible to a wider range of users, and
better utilized throughout the year.
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Clark Street Beach will maintain the designated 250’ wide guarded swim beach,
as well as a very large flexible sandy beach of approximately 400’ by 400’ that
will support a wide variety of activities.This includes beach volleyball (2), flexible
day camp areas, and other space intensive uses. The designated swim area has
been moved to the north to allow space for the Great Lawn (3) and Water Trail
(4) at the southern end of the existing beach.
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Existing activities on Clark Street Beach include volleyball and a designated 250’
wide guarded swim area. The beach is used throughout the summer months for
day camp activities, but there is no access for watercraft of any kind. Due to the
fact that the water level of Lake Michigan is currently near its historic low, the
water is very shallow within the guarded swim area, making it difficult for fitness
swimming activities.
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Access control is improved by creating a single entry point with permanent facilities for beach staff, who will be more secure and protected from the elements.
Additionally, space is provided for modest concession items such as sunscreen,
sports and soft drinks, and prepackaged snacks. No cooking facilities of any kind
are envisioned.
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The master plan includes a concept design for a prototype beach house (5)
facility for use throughout Evanston’s lakefront where new facilities are to be
provided. The beach house prototype is designed to improve access control,
provide easily accessible restrooms to both beach and park users, and to provide storage and locker facilities for the lifeguard and beach staff.
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Adjacent to the beach house will be bicycle racks, encouraging beachgoers to
leave their cars at home, as well as stroller parking, seating areas, trash recep-
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Currently, beach users must physically leave the beach to access the existing
restroom facility, creating additional work for the access control staff as people
leave and re-enter the beach multiple times. The proposed restroom provides
mirrored facilities so that park users can access the park side of the facility, and
beach users no longer have to leave the beach to access the restrooms.
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tacles, and drinking fountains.

Ve h i c u l a r A c c e s s
One of the key improvements to vehicular access and pedestrian safety is the
relocation of the boat launch parking (6) access drive from the south end of
the parking area at Church Street to the north end of the parking area at Clark
Street. The current location of the access drive at the south end of the boat
parking area creates a number of safety issues, including limited sight distances
when exiting onto Sheridan Road. The access road currently runs adjacent to
the Lagoon area, causing significant vehicular / pedestrian conflict points where
the existing bike path crosses the road, especially during holidays and festivals
when very large numbers of visitors are in the park. The new configuration of
the boat parking area creates more space for vehicles and trailers to circulate,
but separates them from bicycle and pedestrian traffic in a more predictable
manner. In addition, this realignment creates a vehicular access drive and drop
off (7) at the entry to Clark Street Beach, as well as dedicated accessible parking
at the entry to the beach. The vehicular drop off is designed to accommodate
public transportation, decreasing parking demand and vehicle congestion at the
lakefront and improving access to the park for residents who live beyond walking distance.
Currently, in an emergency situation, fire rescue crews must carry their equipment through nearly 500 feet of sand to the water’s edge.This exhausts the rescue crews and significantly impacts their ability to assist the lifeguard staff. The
multi-use trail (8) around the Great Lawn is proposed to be suitable for emergency vehicle access, allowing rescue personnel to bring their vehicles within
fifty feet of the water’s edge.

Universal Access
Within the park, designated paved pedestrian routes connect the crosswalks
and parking areas with key park destinations such as the beach house, the Great
Lawn, or Dog Beach. Accessible parking has been provided adjacent to the
new Clark Street beach house, adjacent to the vehicular drop-off. Along with
the designated accessible parking provided at the entry to Clark Street Beach
(9), movable accessible decking will be provided from the beach house to the
water’s edge, allowing a wheelchair user to park safely near the entrance, cross
the sand beach, and access the water.

Great Lawn
The Great Lawn concept creates a significant new green space at the water’s
edge, located immediately north of the existing groin structure at the southern
end of Clark Street Beach. The primary use of the Great Lawn would be to
expand use of this area for multi-generational activities such as flexible play,
picnicking, and shaded access and views of Lake Michigan. Additionally, the lawn
area would provide space for cultural events and activities.
Located adjacent to the vehicular drop-off and accessible parking, the Great
Lawn area and multi-use paved walkways will allow older or less mobile park users to access the water’s edge with ease, in a shaded, comfortable environment.
Once there, the water’s edge plaza allows views of the boating and swimming
activities to the north and east, the Dog Beach to the south, and the activities
on the Great Lawn to the west.
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Landscape Character
The Lakefront Vision identified the need to create natural landscape buffers between different areas within the lakefront parks, which provides essential wildlife
habitat and biodiversity to the landscape, while also helping define controlled access areas in a gracious manner. Clark Street beach will be defined on the south
and west sides by expanding the dune habitat (10) used successfully in several locations along the lakefront. This landscape approach will also reduce the
amount of sand blown into adjacent areas of the park, reducing maintenance.
Interspersed within the dune habitat will be shade trees and small to medium
sized ornamental trees selected for their tendency to fruit and flower at appropriate times of year to support migratory bird populations.
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The boat launch facility (1) is located just south of Church Street, immediately
east of the Lagoon, and includes two ramps, a non-ADA accessible groin structure, and parking for approximately 25 vehicles and trailers. The existing boat
ramp and groin structures are in poor condition, and currently only one of the
ramp areas is usable. Due to natural littoral drift and wave action, regular dredging is required to maintain a navigable channel to Lake Michigan. This is a costly
operation that must be completed at least once per year, and results in fewer
users of the ramp due to the unpredictable depth of the channel. The existing
groin structures are also in need of improvement to make them safer and more
accessible to the public. The protected area within the boat launch groin structure is used by fire rescue personnel to store watercraft for lake operations.

H

IN

M

A

N

AV

EN

U

E

SH

RI

VE

Existing Conditions

RK

ST

RE

The existing parking lot is in fair condition, although circulation and access are
inefficient and create a number of conflicts with other park users. The main
vehicular circulation issue is the location of the access drive at the south end of
the parking lot, connecting to the intersection of Church St and Sheridan Road.
There is limited visibility at this intersection for vehicles exiting the parking
area on to Sheridan, and difficult stacking conditions on the bend in Sheridan
also conflict with the existing northbound exit from the Patriot’s Park parking
area. Church Street is one-way east bound into the existing drive, eliminating
travel to the west, and visibility of oncoming traffic from the south is obscured
by the bend in Sheridan Road, impacting slow moving vehicles with trailers as
they turn onto Sheridan or for vehicles on Church Street heading towards the
ramp. Finally, the location of the entry drive bisects the park very near the Lagoon and festival areas, resulting in unsafe mid-block pedestrian crossings at a
very congested area. The existing pavement within the parking and drive areas
is impervious, and contributes to increased stormwater runoff over potential
pervious pavement solutions.
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The boat ramp facility has a loyal base of users, and is conveniently located regionally along the Lake Michigan coast. While not as well used as in years past,
there is still significant demand from the core group of users and community
support for making the facility safer and more functional without adding additional parking. The master plan proposes a number of improvements to the
facility, including relocating the entry drive to the north at Clark Street, revising
the circulation pattern within the parking area (2) to be more functional with
less impact on adjacent green space, upgrading the paving to a pervious surface,
(3) utilizing bioswales (4) and landscape islands to minimize stormwater run-off,
and improving the existing groin to make it universally accessible.
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The boat ramp itself, and the groins (5) that protect it, may be contributing to
the deposits in sand, and a comprehensive evaluation of the structures should be
undertaken by a qualified coastal engineer to minimize long term maintenance
issues, while modernizing the structure to make dredging operations less costly.
The master plan proposes modifications to the ramp facility to create more
space between the Lagoon and driveways. The layout of the existing boat launch
and breakwater structures allows room to move the existing ramp to the east.
The minimum distance we need for safe boating operations – the “fairway” – is
one hundred feet between structures. The plan proposes to relocate the existing ramp to the east as far as possible consistent with safe boating operations.
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This will also move the ramp into deeper water and reduce the area that needs
to be dredged. The alignment of the access roadway is oriented to minimize the
width of the roadway while still providing ample space for vehicle/trailer turning movements. These adjustments combine to create up to 100’ of additional
landscaped open space east of the lagoon area. Any modifications to the boat
ramp or breakwater structures will require analysis and design by a qualified
coastal engineer.

Figure 1: Boat parking lot with permeable paving and bioswales
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Image 1: Historic photo of Church Street Boat Ramp

Image 2: Historic photo of Evanston Boat Club
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DOG BEACH

Existing Conditions

D
S
PU

N

RO

M

A

A

CA

ID

D

S.

ER

H

IN

M

A

N

AV

EN

U

E

SH

RI

VE

The Dog Beach (1) is one of the most popular parks in all of Evanston, and is responsible for a large portion of the permit revenues for Park programming and
activities. The Dog beach is approximately 750 feet long, and is defined by the
existing groin structures at Clark Street Beach and the Boat Launch at the north
and south, with the boulder shoreline protection defining the western edge.The
Dog Beach exists in its current form due primarily to the near record low levels
of Lake Michigan, and has been in use for approximately ten years.

Master Plan Elements
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The key element of the master plan for the Dog Beach is the extension of a new
groin structure (2) off the end of the existing Boat Launch pier, with the intent
of this structure to protect the Dog Beach and make it a permanent part of the
lakefront regardless of water levels. The groin would be designed by a qualified
coastal engineer with the intent of capturing sand that is naturally transported
from north to south by wind and wave action. A potential side benefit of this approach is the possibility that less sand would migrate to the Boat Launch while
the Dog Beach groin is capturing sand. This may temporarily reduce dredging
requirements as the Boat Launch is immediately to the south.
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There are currently no accessible routes to the Dog Beach, and no swimming
is allowed – except of course, by the dogs. No benches or facilities of any kind
are provided at the Dog Beach by design to keep users focused on their dog’s
activities.
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This expansion of the beach would create more land to the east of the current lake edge, allowing the new Boat Launch Parking and Boat ramp access to
be moved east as well, opening up the landscape around the Lagoon area. The
shoreline protection system of boulders would be evaluated by the coastal engineer during design of the groin, and eliminated, reduced, or relocated to the
east to create this space.
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The actual area of the Dog Beach would not be reduced, but the western edge
of the Dog Beach is proposed to include an expanded dune grass ecosystem
(3) and accessible paved pedestrian path. This path would connect to an accessible decking system, allowing wheelchair users to access the Dog Beach. Minor
facilities to enhance the function of the Dog Beach include dispensers for dog
waste bags, and a basic dog wash station for rinsing out sand. Benches should be
provided as well, along with trash receptacles.
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L U N T PA R K

Existing Conditions
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Lunt Park (1), named for Cornelia Lunt – the “First Lady of Evanston”, is a triangular shaped park of roughly two and a half acres, bounded by Sheridan Road
on the east, Judson Avenue on the west, and Church Street on the south. The
landscape is characterized by a mature canopy of Oak trees over turf, with a
few small beds of Juniper and Yew. A number of wooden benches are scattered
throughout the site, along with trash receptacles. The benches, while aging, are
generally in good repair and remain functional.
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A historic water trough is located at the northernmost end of the park. Little is
known about the origins of the water trough other than its historic name of “Yerkes Fountain”, but we do know that this is not its original location. The current
location is exposed to traffic, and the potential for this historic element to be
damaged or destroyed by a vehicle suggests a safer location should be found.
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The park is currently used primarily as a passive space, with little in the way of
regular activity when compared to the main park east of Sheridan. The central
portion of the space is used regularly during warmer months for Sunday morning church gatherings, but no other programmed uses have been identified.
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The key proposal of the master plan for Lunt Park is to preserve and maintain
the essential character of the space as a passive refuge along the waterfront,
while reducing maintenance requirements and creating ADA compliant accessible pathways through the space, connecting the surrounding neighborhoods
more safely to the Lakefront parks.
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The most striking feature of Lunt Park is the beautiful canopy of mature oaks(2),
which provides a comfortable shaded environment of dappled light. In order
to maintain this element long into the future, the plan proposes a program of
planting a variety of oaks and similar adapted species now, so that as the older
trees come down over time, younger established trees are present to maintain
the health of the canopy. In addition to planting additional oak trees, the plan
proposes to increase the biodiversity of the landscape at Lunt Park by providing an understory of native ornamental trees and shrubs (3), while reducing the
amount of turf and selectively replacing it with native grasses.While intensive to
establish, native grasses require less chemical fertilizers and pesticides, reduce
the need for mowing to twice per season, and provide food, cover, and habitat
for a more functional ecosystem. The central area of Lunt Park would remain
turf (4) to provide space for traditional activities such as the church gatherings,
picnicking, and flexible play.
A new system of ADA compliant paved pathways (5) through the site is proposed, connecting each corner of the site to the adjacent neighborhoods and
lakefront, while defining the central gathering space. Benches would be located
along these new pathways, sited to take advantage of views and provide convenient resting places. As part of the overall improvements to pedestrian safety
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Walkways through the park are of a crushed stone material, edged with old
brick street pavers. Many of these pathways have fallen into disrepair, and in
many cases all that remains of the path are faint outlines of the brick edges in
the turf. None of the existing paths are ADA compliant, and no accessible ramps
are provided at crosswalks.
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throughout the lakefront, “bump-outs” (6) are proposed at each corner, and at
the mid-block crossing connecting Lunt Park to the lakefront parks.
The plan also proposes to relocate the historic water trough and fountain (7)
from the north end of the site to a central location along the pathway around
the central gathering space. The trough should be restored, and interpretive
signage telling its story should be provided. The plan also envisions an interpretive element commemorating Cornelia Lunt within the central gathering space,
telling her story and her contributions to the history of Evanston.
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LAGOON PROMENADE

Existing Conditions

D
S
PU

N

RO

M

A

A

CA

ID

D

S.

ER

H

IN

M

A

N

AV

EN

U

E

SH

RI

VE

The Lagoon promenade area (1) includes the Lagoon, the surrounding walk
and park spaces, and the Lagoon building. The Lagoon is located at the heart of
Evanston’s lakefront, and is the centerpiece of the lakefront parks. Several annual festivals are held in this location, and the Lagoon includes fountains in the
summer, and provides ice skating in the winter.
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The historic Lagoon building (2) is a very attractive and finely detailed brick
structure, which includes accessible restrooms, a small gathering space, and a
small concessions space on the west side.The structure is in good condition, but
could potentially be better utilized.
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The walkways and paved spaces around the Lagoon are worn narrow crushed
stone paths, while the paved plaza adjacent to the Lagoon building makes use
of the old brick road pavers. While very attractive and complimentary to the
overall character of the space, the brick pavers show some signs of settlement
and weeds were present.
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The surrounding landscape areas are very well used, and the bicycle path runs
nearly adjacent to the western side of the lagoon path. During festivals, this area
is extremely congested, and renders the bike path essentially unusable due to
conflicts with pedestrians. Immediately north of the Lagoon building is the current access road for the Boat Launch parking, which creates further pedestrian
and bicycle conflicts with vehicles. The boat launch itself lies immediately east
of the lagoon, which, along with the shoreline protection boulders, creates an
unsightly edge to the lagoon area and barrier to Lake Michigan.
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The Lagoon itself, roughly 350 feet long by 80 feet wide, is surrounded by a brick
and stone edge, with an attractive stone and brick ramp and stair to the water’s
edge at the north end. The bottom of the water basin is asphalt and requires
ongoing maintenance to maintain the watertight integrity of the pool, and a forty
foot diameter island at the south end is planted and provides refuge for wildlife.
At the midpoint of the west edge is a small grotto, newly replanted, but in need
of further restoration of the stone walls and fountain system.
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The primary goal of the master plan for the Lagoon area is to improve the
existing features, open up the surrounding landscape, reduce congestion and
vehicular conflicts, and enhance this area as the centerpiece of the Evanston
lakefront park system.

Lagoon Building and Promenade

EET

D

HAM

ER

E VA N S T O N

The existing walkway around the Lagoon promenade is proposed to be widened
to eighteen to twenty feet in width to accommodate art festival tents and activities and minimize damage to the landscape caused by festivals. The promenade
would be paved with reclaimed street paver bricks, in the same location as
the existing crushed stone path and bicycle path, minimizing the extent of new
paved area. The existing brick plaza adjacent to the Lagoon Building would be
reconfigured to better engage the Lagoon steps, and align with the pedestrian
access along Church Street. The center of this space would include a grove of
shade trees (3) planted in a bed paved with crushed stone, creating a small cafélike seating space for small tables and chairs. The current concessions provided
at the Lagoon Building should be better integrated with the structure, and enLAKEFRONT
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hanced to provide higher quality offerings.
The Lagoon grotto fountain (4) should be fully restored, and the Lagoon pool
maintained as is. Improved lighting and site furnishings such as benches and
trash receptacles are proposed to create additional seating opportunities and
enhance the use of this area for visitors of all ages.

P e d e s t r i a n a n d Ve h i c u l a r C i r c u l a t i o n
The existing vehicular access drive to the Boat Launch at Church Street is relocated to the north at Clark Street to reduce congestion around the Lagoon
Building, and eliminate vehicular conflicts with bicycles and pedestrians.The Boat
Launch parking and launch access route are reconfigured to move their paved
surfaces to the east, further opening up the landscape east of the Lagoon, while
still allowing use of this route as vehicular service for festivals. The new pedestrian paths connecting Sheridan Road to the Lagoon area will be designed to
withstand the weight of emergency vehicles – so emergency access and special
event access will not be compromised. A new vehicular drop-off (5) is proposed
along Sheridan Road at the intersection with Church Street, allowing school
buses, public transit, and private vehicles a safe place to drop off passengers out
of the flow of Sheridan Road traffic.
The existing bicycle path is relocated to the east of the lagoon, eliminating the
conflicts between bicycle path users, pedestrians, and festival events, while also
connecting the bicycle path (6) more closely with Lake Michigan. Additional bike
racks are to be provided at the Lagoon Building.
Pedestrian access to the site is expanded by replacing the worn, non-ADA compliant crushed stone paths with paved walkways separated from the bicycle
paths. Along Sheridan Road, ADA compliant ramps are proposed along with
traffic calming “bump-outs” (7), improving pedestrian safety. New pedestrian
connections reinforce the relationship between the Lagoon with Patriot’s Park
and the proposed improvements to the Boat Launch Pier. Parking that is ADA
compliant (8) will be provided in the area closest to the lagoon and access
walks. The quantity of ADA compliant spaces shall conform to Evanston code
requirements.

Landscape Character
The landscape character of this area is proposed to remain relatively unchanged,
although improvements to the grading of the site should reduce low areas and
maintenance issues. Additional plantings of native canopy trees to assure the
health of the canopy in the future are proposed, along with understory plantings of native ornamental trees to provide seasonal interest, food, and habitat
for wildlife.
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Image 1: Historic photo of the Lagoon

Image 2: Historic photo of the Lagoon

C I TY

of

E VA N S T O N

LAKEFRONT

MA S TE R

P L A N

11 4

PAT R I O T S PA R K
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Patriots Park (1) is a passive landscape of approximately one and a half acres
bounded by Davis Street to the south, Forest Place to the west, and the Sheridan
Road parking lot to the east. The newly restored Soldier’s Memorial (2), created
by Stephen Beames and Thomas Tallmadge, is centrally located in the park, but
has no accessible paths or routes to celebrate the importance of the Memorial
to the residents of Evanston. A single concrete path along the southern edge of
the park connects the neighborhoods to the west to the lakefront, and existing
functional, but non-ADA compliant ramps are provided.

RK

ST

RE

ET

The primary use of this park is passive recreation, and there are no facilities
provided beyond bench seats. There are no regularly scheduled programmed
uses in the park.
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Master Plan Elements
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The key proposal of the master plan for Patriots Park is to preserve and maintain the essential character of the space as a passive refuge along the waterfront
while celebrating the Soldier’s Memorial, reducing maintenance requirements
and creating ADA compliant accessible pathways through the space. The plan
would remove a portion of the Sheridan Road parking (3) to integrate the park
space into the larger Lagoon area, connecting the surrounding neighborhoods
more safely to the Lakefront parks.
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The existing landscape is characterized by a scattering of mature canopy trees, a
broad expanse of turf, and small pockets of deciduous shrubs. There are a small
number of relatively new benches present, which are composed of recycled
plastic slats supported by concrete frames. The benches present are engraved
with commemorative information. Trash receptacles are painted steel drums.
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The master plan proposes to remove the northern 200 feet of parking and vehicular access space that separates Patriots Park from the Lagoon area to the
east. This would create a very strong connection between Patriots Park and the
lakefront, eliminating a roadway crossing for families walking to and from the
lakefront, and create additional green space at the heart of the park where it is
needed most. Twenty four parking spaces would be relocated to the perimeter
of the parks along Sheridan Road, including ten parallel parking spaces immediately west of Patriots Park within the right of way of Forest Place.
This proposal would eliminate through traffic heading northbound on Sheridan
Road at Patriots Park, and require consideration of two-way traffic on Sheridan
Road between Davis Street and Lake Street, and possibly as far south as Greenwood Street. The vehicular circulation issues in this area require further study,
and will be reviewed by a separate traffic study in association with the transition
of Sheridan Road from IDOT to local control. Should the traffic study determine
that there are no safe alternatives that allow closure of the northern segment
of Sheridan Road at Patriots Park, the plan includes an alternative strategy that
maintains the Sheridan Road connection to the north, while significantly improving pedestrian safety and connectivity to the Lagoon area. Further, the intersection of Sheridan Road with Forest Place (4) would be reconfigured to a ninety
degree intersection, improving visibility and safety.
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Pedestrian Circulation
Pedestrian circulation within Patriots Park will include new paved paths and
ADA compliant ramps (5) with traffic calming bump-outs. Two new paths align
with the Soldier’s Memorial, improving both accessibility and the sense of prominence for the memorial, while connecting the memorial both visually and physically with the Lagoon area and Lagoon Building.

Landscape Character
The landscape plan for Patriots Park is intended to focus attention on the Soldier’s Memorial, and create a usable ceremonial space around the monument.
In addition, the plan proposes to increase the biodiversity of the landscape by
providing an understory of native ornamental trees and shrubs (6), while reducing the amount of turf and replacing it with native grasses. The area east of the
Soldier’s Memorial would remain turf to provide space for ceremonial activities
such as Veteran’s Day, Memorial Day, and Independence Day celebrations.
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Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach (1), is approximately 1,000 feet in length,
and is bounded by Greenwood Street at the south and the Boat Launch Groin
Structure to the north. To the west of the shoreline protection boulders which
define the beach, lies approximately three and one quarter acres of flexible green
space characterized by mature canopy trees and turf. The landscape is generally
well maintained but offers minimal shrubs or ornamental trees to increase the
biodiversity of the site. Key problems in this area include isolated low wet spots
that are difficult to maintain, poorly defined separate bicycle and pedestrian trails,
and bare areas beneath the heavily shaded canopy trees.
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Existing Conditions
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The shoreline protection boulders are well integrated with the sand dunes in
some locations, and are partially hidden by dune grasses. Other areas, however, are
completely exposed and weedy.
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Master Plan Elements
The key proposal of the master plan for this part of the lakefront is to preserve
and maintain the heavily used flexible green spaces (2), while creating distinct
bicycle and pedestrian routes (3) and enhancing the sand dunes and dune grass
edge to Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach.
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Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach
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The main improvements to Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach proposed by
the master plan include removal of the existing restroom and replacing it with a
new facility (4) located to serve as the entry to the beach. The edge character of
the beach would be enhanced with native dune grass plantings (5), which would
help obscure the shoreline protection boulders if they can not be removed. The
existing ADA compliant access route to the lake edge is to be maintained and
potentially expanded.
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Pedestrian access to the space is provided by a dedicated pedestrian route (9) along
the edge of the dunes, and narrow four foot wide crushed stone paths (10) along the
east edge of the parking along Sheridan Road. Additional crushed stone routes through
the adjacent native grass plantings will create access to the turf areas throughout.

Landscape Character
The central portion of the green space west of the beach is to remain open flexible
turf, with improvements to the drainage proposed to ease maintenance of the area.
The turf in the western and southern edges of this area along the roads and parking
is proposed to be replaced with native grasses, both improving the biodiversity of the
park and reducing maintenance demands. Understory plantings of native ornamental
trees (11) will provide habitat, food, and cover to migratory birds and other wildlife.
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A new vehicular drop-off (6) is proposed at the east end of Greenwood Street near
the entry to Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach, which would allow public transit
and private vehicles a safe place to drop off beachgoers and gear.The existing parking
area along Sheridan Road east of the Dawes House is proposed to be reconfigured
to ninety-degree head in parking (7) to provide the most efficient use of space, while
the existing parking configurations on Sheridan Road north of the Dawes House, in
front of private residences, is proposed to remain unchanged.The plan does propose
the installation of bump-outs and designated crosswalks (8) at Lake and Greenwood
Streets to improve pedestrian safety.
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Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach - Dawes Park
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D E M P S T E R / G R E E N WO O D S T R E E T B E AC H
(SOUTHERN SECTION)

Existing Conditions
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The southern portion of Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach (1) area is used
primarily by sailors and other non-motorized watercraft such as sea kayaks and
canoes. The area is very narrow and heavily congested, with an existing crushed
stone parking area dedicated for permit holders, narrowly separated bicycle
and pedestrian paths, a turf area for rigging sail boards, and storage racks for
watercraft.
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The storage racks for watercraft are aging, and designed primarily for smaller
and wider sail boats such as the Laser, Optimist, or Sunfish. Over time, demand
for this type of craft has gone down, while demand for storage space of longer,
narrower sea kayaks has increased significantly. The existing storage racks are
inefficient for storing these narrow craft, and more space is taken up than necessary.
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The key proposal of the master plan for this area is to refine all the current
program elements to make them more space efficient, thereby opening up space
for clearly separated bicycle and pedestrian paths, dune plantings to help reduce
maintenance, and expansion of boat storage facilities.
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The main proposal for vehicular circulation is the reconfiguration of the existing
parking area (2) to provide the same number of parking spaces in less area. This
is accomplished by creating a one-way route northbound with angled head in
parking. The parking area is realigned to the west in the northern half of the lot,
while a new turf rigging area is provided to the east of the parking area. Access
is controlled via key card activated gates for permit holders. The parking lot is
proposed to be paved in pervious materials, and a bioswale area is created to
the west of the lot to help cleanse the rainwater run-off.

AV

IS

ST

RE

ET

FOR

EST

AVE

NUE

D

E S
TRE

ET

OAD
SHERIDAN R

LAK

GRE

ENW

OO

D S
TR

EET

DEM

PST

BUR

ER

HAM

STR

EET

PLA

CE

New pedestrian and bicycle trails (3) are created in the now wider space east
of the parking area, and separated by more extensive dune plantings.The pedestrian path diverges from its current alignment to the west of the tennis courts,
and follows a route to the east side of the existing Dempster Street building.
This also provides access to the proposed fishing pier created by widening the
existing groin structure, as well as to the redefined parking area at the Dempster Street building.
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The master plan proposes to replace the existing single size boat storage racks
with newer racks (4) specifically tailored to the type of watercraft in use currently. Ongoing collaboration with boating community should be undertaken to
define the best approach to watercraft storage. A preliminary approach would
locate the heavier and wider sail boats closest to the water’s edge using racks
similar to those in place now, while the central areas would provide space for
the narrower and much lighter sea kayaks. The arc configuration of the racks
shown on the plan helps to clearly define this space on the beach, and creates
a natural gathering area for boaters. Beach storage for larger catamarans is
proposed to the north of the boat racks, roughly where they are stored now. A
water trail access point (5) is also proposed for this area.
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Dempster / Greenwood Street Beach
( S o u t h e r n Po r t i o n )
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Landscape Character
The landscape of this area is characterized by native dune grass plantings (6),
canopy trees, and the bioswale landscapes (7) for improving water quality. A
linear turf area for rigging sailboards (8) is provided along the east edge of the
parking area, and a gathering area for sailors is provided on the beach itself overlooking Lake Michigan, rather than behind the parking area adjacent to private
residences.
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B U R N H A M S H O R E S / E L L I O T PA R K

Existing Conditions
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The shoreline protection system is made up of boulders and concrete remnants,
and is particularly unattractive in this area.
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Master Plan Elements
The key elements of the master plan for this area of the park include restoration
of the turf area, enhancement of planting and biodiversity, and improvement of
the visual character of the shoreline protection system.
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Shoreline Protection
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The shoreline protection system of boulders and broken concrete remnants
should be evaluated by a qualified coastal engineer to determine if the boulders
can be lowered or removed altogether. While it is highly unlikely that the boulders could be removed altogether without substantial risk to the park space
during periods of high water, it is possible that the top layer of boulders could
be removed and located at the toe of the slope along the lake side, which would
improve views for a relatively low cost. In conjunction with this effort, the remnants of broken concrete should be removed and replaced with rock where
necessary. At the northern end of this area, the plan calls for the shoreline protection to be relocated to the east, expanding the land area east of the Dempster Street building (4) into the lake approximately fifty feet. This will create
space for the new pedestrian path alignment (5), while also providing additional
space for natural shoreline protection that may allow the rocks to be reduced
in height in this area.
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The rest of the site is primarily open flexible turf areas heavily used by families
for informal recreation and picnicking.The landscape is characterized by mature
trees and turf, with little in the way of shrubs or biodiversity. Over time, the turf
areas have settled in places, creating low spots that wear easily and are difficult
to maintain. The existing pedestrian and bicycle paths have fallen into disrepair,
and are poorly defined in some areas.
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At the northern end of this area lies the Dempster Street Beach Office (1), used
for storage, maintenance, and management of the lakefront parks. It also includes
restroom facilities. These are accessible in summer months when the exterior
doors remain open. To the west of the building are two existing tennis courts
(2), and immediately to the south is a recently renovated playground (3).
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The area bounded by Dempster Street at the north, Lake Shore Boulevard to
the west, and Lee Street Beach to the south is approximately 1,200 feet long and
300 feet wide, creating eight and one quarter acres of flexible green space.
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The shoreline protection system should maintain a vertical edge of twenty-four
to thirty inches along the park side of the rocks. This is low enough for people
to see over, but high enough to create an obvious barrier to the water. It is not
currently possible for the City of Evanston staff to monitor the entire length
of the water and allow open access to the lake without lifeguard supervision.
Therefore, a physical edge is to be provided that will clearly identify the edge of
the park space, and create a barrier making it more difficult for small children to
inadvertently access the water.
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Landscape Character
Immediately west of the shoreline protection system, the elevation of the park
should rise gently through rolling dunes to allow the new pedestrian pathway to
be raised in height to allow significantly improved views of the Lake without creating an obvious bluff detracting from the views from the flexible green spaces
to the west. The rolling dune landscape (6) would be planted with native dune
grasses and complimentary ornamental trees and shrubs, which will partially
obscure views of the shoreline protection system, while allowing open views to
the water.
The central portion of the green space west of the proposed dunes is to remain
open flexible turf (7), with improvements to the drainage proposed to ease
maintenance of the area. Understory plantings of native ornamental trees will
provide habitat, food, and cover to migratory birds and other wildlife, while new
areas of denser planting near Greenleaf Street will help create separate landscape “rooms” and provide shade for additional picnic areas.
Two additional picnic shelters (8) are proposed for this area, one near the recently renovated playground to the north, and the other at the south end of the
flexible turf area. The tennis courts at the north end of the site are to remain,
and no changes are proposed to the play area beyond connecting the circular
path to the new pedestrian route.
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LEE STREET BEACH

Existing Conditions
Lee Street Beach (1) is the most popular beach in the Evanston system, and is
located between Lee Street to the south and Greenleaf Street to the north.The
popularity of this beach is due in part to its central location very near a dense
residential neighborhood, coupled with easy access and parking. The existing
restroom building is in fair repair.
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The key elements of the master plan for Lee Street Beach include removal of
the existing structure and construction of a new Beach House (2), relocating the
beach entry, an accessible route (3) to the water’s edge, and expansion of the
dune planting (4) along the western edge of the beach.
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Master Plan Elements
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The new Beach House restroom structure is proposed to be located on the
centerline of Greenleaf Street, which would prevent it from being located immediately in front of any of the adjacent homes. This location will also provide
a clear accessible route from the street and adjacent walkways to the beach,
where a new ADA compliant flexible deck will provide access to the water’s
edge. Due to the popularity of this beach, consideration should be given to expanding the designated swim area. A water trail access point (5) is proposed.
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Landscape Character
The area along the western edge of the beach is not as well used, and is ideally
suited for expansion of the dune grass ecosystem (6). This would help create a
natural definition to the edge while reducing the amount of sand that blows off
the beach onto the adjacent walk and roadways. Also, the addition of a variety of
native grasses and ornamental trees and shrubs will improve the biodiversity of
the ecosystem, providing habitat for migratory birds and wildlife.
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CLARK SQUARE

Existing Conditions
Clark Square (1), located between Kedzie Street and Main Street east of Sheridan Road, is a passive green space of approximately 400 feet by 600 feet, or
roughly five and a half acres. A small parking area for approximately twenty cars
is located along the southern edge of the park, and an elevated wide concrete
promenade runs the entire length of the shoreline. While views to the lake
are obscured by the shoreline protection throughout much of the park, the
promenade is elevated to within twenty-four to thirty inches of the top of the
boulders, allowing unhindered views of the lake.

SHERIDAN ROAD

Beyond the parking and promenade, there are a few benches and trash receptacles provided and very little else in the way of traditional park amenities. The
landscape is characterized by tall mature canopy trees over an expanse of turf,
with only two small areas of shrubs at the western corners of the park.

Master Plan Elements
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While there is little or no programmed activity in Clark Square, it is clear from
the public process that additional programming and facilities are neither needed
nor wanted at this location. Therefore, the key elements of the master plan
for this location focus on ensuring that the landscape character of this space
remains essentially intact for the long term, and further improvements are limited mainly to achieving compliance with federal accessibility requirements and
reducing maintenance.

KEDZIE AVENUE

SHERIDAN SQUARE

SHER

Minor reconfiguration of the parking area (2) eliminates the cul-de-sac at the
east end, creating additional green space. While there is a clearly defined paved
path and crushed stone running path along Sheridan, there are only a few well
worn paths through the main area of the park. The paths shown on plan are
based on the existing unpaved routes, and will provide an ADA compliant route
to all areas of the park.
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Two small shade structures (3) are proposed, one each at the north and south
terminus of the shoreline promenade (4). These structures will create a shaded
place to sit and enjoy views of the lake, while providing a visible destination at
each end of the promenade. Currently, the promenade ends at the fence lines of
the adjacent homes, creating the feeling of an unfinished park.

Landscape Character
The central portion of the green space west of the promenade is to remain
open flexible turf (5), with improvements to the drainage proposed to ease
maintenance of the area. Along the northern and southern edges of the park,
“magic hedge” plantings (6) are proposed to greatly increase the biodiversity
of the park landscape. Understory plantings of native ornamental trees, shrubs,
and grasses will provide habitat, food, and cover to migratory birds and other
wildlife.
Planting of new native canopy and ornamental trees throughout the main area
of the park will ensure the long term health of the canopy, while increasing seasonal interest and creating additional habitat.
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G A R D E N PA R K

Existing Conditions
Garden Park (1) is a small park of approximately one and one third acres located north of South Boulevard Beach, immediately north of Sheridan Square.
The park is bounded by residential properties to the north and west, and views
to the lake on the east are all but completely obscured by the shoreline protection system.
A number of outdated and worn pieces of play equipment are present, and while
they are well maintained for their age, they are not compliant with ADA and current playground safety standards for fall surfaces. Also provided in the park are a
number of benches, trash receptacles and picnic tables, all appearing to be very
well used by the community. A large number of regulatory signs indicate that the
park is overused and smaller than desired.
SHERIDAN ROAD

To the south of Garden Park is a very narrow green space connecting Garden
Park to South Boulevard Beach. This linear space, approximately fifty feet wide
between the shoreline protection and parking along Sheridan Square, is too
narrow for any uses other than a single crushed stone path and a few benches.
The landscape character throughout this space and Garden Park is similar to the
canopy trees and turf found throughout the lakefront parks.
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Master Plan Elements
The key elements of the master plan for this area of the park include restoration
of the turf area, enhancement of planting and biodiversity, improvement of the
visual character of the shoreline protection system, a small park expansion just
south of Garden Park (2), and the creation of an imaginative play environment.
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The shoreline protection system of boulders should be evaluated by a qualified
coastal engineer to determine if the boulders can be lowered, which would improve views of the lake for a relatively low cost. In the linear space connecting
Garden Park to South Boulevard Beach, the plan calls for the shoreline protection to be relocated to the east (3), expanding the land area east of Sheridan
Square into the lake approximately fifty feet, doubling the size of this space. This
will create space for the new pedestrian path alignment (4), while also providing
additional space for natural shoreline protection that may allow the rocks to be
reduced in height in this area.
The shoreline protection system should maintain a vertical edge of twenty-four
to thirty inches along the park side of the rocks. This is low enough for people
to see over, but high enough to create an obvious barrier to the water. It is not
currently possible for the City of Evanston staff to monitor the entire length
of the water and allow open access to the lake without lifeguard supervision.
Therefore, a physical edge is to be provided that will clearly identify the edge of
the park space, and create a barrier making it more difficult for small children to
inadvertently access the water.

Landscape Character
Immediately west of the shoreline protection system, the elevation of the park
should rise gently along an edge of dune planting, allowing the new pedestrian
pathway to be raised in height to allow significantly improved views of the Lake
without creating an obvious bluff detracting from the views from the flexible
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green spaces to the west. The rolling dune landscape would be planted with
native dune grasses (5) and complimentary ornamental trees and shrubs, which
will partially obscure views of the shoreline protection system, while allowing
open views to the water.
The central portion of the green space in Garden Park is to be transformed into
an imaginative play landscape (6) incorporating the latest thought in innovative
play. Based on the ideas of Richard Louve in his book, “Last Child in the Woods,”
this play area will focus less on structured equipment with rigid limits to the
type of play allowed, and more on “loose” play elements that children use to
create their own games. This could include landscape elements such as a dense
bosque of kid-scale ornamental trees that could be transformed in a child’s mind
into anything from Alice in Wonderland to a distant planet. Interesting sculptural
climbing elements could help define a theme for the park if desired, while also
creating a single play element with a wide variety of challenges for children to
overcome as their skills develop.
Along the northern and western edges of Garden Park, understory plantings of
native ornamental trees (7) will provide habitat, food, and cover to migratory
birds and other wildlife, while also creating a natural separation of the park
space from adjacent residential parcels.
The newly increased land area connecting Garden Park to South Boulevard
Beach will include dune plantings along the shoreline edge, distinct bicycle and
pedestrian paths (8), and green space (9) in between for picnicking and flexible
play.

CITY

o f

E VA N S T O N

LAKEFRONT

MASTER

PLAN

1 3 1

Image 1: Historic photo of the Evanston lakefront, 1915

Image 2: Historic photo of the Evanston lakefront park, 1944
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S O U T H B O U L E VA R D B E A C H

Existing Conditions
South Boulevard Beach (1) is located at the bend in Sheridan road along the
northeast corner of Calvary Cemetery, east of Sheridan Square. The beach, approximately 650 feet long and 100 feet wide, is well used despite the distinct
lack of parking and the challenges of pedestrians accessing the site across the
very busy Sheridan Road corridor.
The existing restroom building is in fair condition, and poorly located to control
access to the beach.

Master Plan Elements
SHERIDAN ROAD

The key elements of the master plan for South Boulevard Beach include removing the existing restroom building and locating a new Beach House (2) to
provide improved facilities and access control to the beach, along with expanding the dune grass ecosystem (3) along the beach edges to control access and
reduce the amount of sand blowing on to adjacent paths and roadways.
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The new restroom building is proposed to be located on axis with the westbound alley off of Sheridan Square. This location is centrally located on the
beach, allows an accessible route from the adjacent street, and ensures that the
building will not obscure views from adjacent homes. An ADA compliant flexible
deck (4) will provide access to the water’s edge. A water trail (5) location is
proposed at the north end of the beach. The existing groin structure (6) at the
south end of the beach is proposed to be widened and enhanced to provide
pedestrian and fishing access.

SHERIDAN SQUARE
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Landscape Character
The area along the western edge of the beach is ideally suited for expansion of
the dune grass ecosystem. This will help create a natural definition to the edge
while reducing the amount of sand that blows off the beach onto the adjacent
walk and roadways.Also, the addition of a variety of native grasses and ornamental trees and shrubs will improve the biodiversity of the ecosystem, providing
habitat for migratory birds and wildlife.
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S H E R I DA N ROA D

Existing Conditions
The Sheridan Road corridor (1) along the eastern edge of Calvary Cemetery
is characterized by four lanes of traffic divided by a wide, primarily concrete
median with several landscape planters containing shrubs and ornamental trees.
The concrete median has settled in places, creating pockets of poor drainage,
and weeds are present throughout.
The narrow pedestrian path along the eastern edge of the road, connecting
Evanston to Chicago, feels very unsafe to pedestrians. Users feel trapped in a
narrow space roughly ten feet wide between the shoreline boulders and the adjacent edge of northbound Sheridan Road. All in all, the space feels very crowded and does not present the type of image that compliments the rest of the
Evanston community.
SHERIDAN ROAD

Master Plan Elements
Prior to the mid-1980’s, the entry to Evanston on Sheridan Road northbound
was announced by an unobstructed view of Lake Michigan as one turned north
along the eastern edge of Calvary Cemetery. This amazing view has since been
obstructed by the placement of the shoreline protection boulders, and no
amount of signage or landscape treatment can replace the view that was lost.
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Obviously, the need for the shoreline protection system was apparent during the
high water years of the late 1980’s, but the current need for four lanes of vehicular
traffic along this corridor is not evident. Sheridan Road currently functions with
one lane in each direction throughout Evanston north of South Boulevard, and
the proposal to reduce this section from four lanes to two will simply extend this
typical condition to the south along Calvary Cemetery. This proposal would retain the two west bound lanes between Sheridan Square and Sheridan Road as it
turns northward, so the current dedicated west bound lane on South Boulevard
and the dedicated right turn to northbound Sheridan Road would remain in place.
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Dedicated on-street bike lanes are proposed for both north and southbound
Sheridan(2), which will meet Evanston’s on-street bike lane standard.These lanes
are intended for the seasoned bicycle commuters, will be integrated with the
Evanston Bike Plan, and connect and coordinate with the City of Chicago bike
lane system. To the east of Sheridan Road, in the newly widened green space,
the lakefront bicycle and walking trail networks (3) will extend to the south and
connect to sidewalks in Chicago.
The master plan proposes to reduce the number of travel lanes (4) along the
eastern edge of Calvary Cemetery to one lane each for north and southbound
traffic, and eliminating the median which is difficult to maintain. The new alignment would essentially be located entirely within the current southbound lanes,
creating a new wider green space (5) roughly thirty-five feet wider than what
exists today. This would provide a number of advantages to the City, including
reduced maintenance, paving, and snow removal costs, as well as reducing the
amount of impervious surface in the area.
The vehicular circulation issues in this area require further study, and should be
reviewed by a separate traffic study in association with the transition of Sheridan Road from IDOT to local control. Should the traffic study determine that
two lanes each for north and southbound Sheridan are required in this location,
the master plan calls for the elimination of the median, which would increase
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the width of the pedestrian corridor by fourteen feet. An additional but very
expensive alternative would be to leave Sheridan Road in its current configuration, and push the shoreline protection east into the lake to create additional
land for the pedestrian and bicycle connection to Chicago.
The removal of two lanes of Sheridan Road could be accomplished without
providing a major detriment to vehicular traffic. The width reduction proposed
for Sheridan Road will require the removal of street lights, conduit, and drainage structures along the east edge of the roadway. New structures and lighting
will have to be installed to serve the new roadway. The following is a potential
phasing plan to complete the work.
Phase 1
Northbound and southbound traffic, one lane in each direction,
could both be routed to the existing two northbound lanes. The
existing southbound lanes would be closed for construction.
Work would proceed in the area of the existing southbound
lanes and boulevard median.
Remove existing boulevard median and median trees
Install new storm sewer, laterals, and catch basins for the new
proposed east edge of pavement
Install conduit and new street light poles along the proposed
east edge of pavement
Construct new curb
Build new base course for pavement widening
Grind off existing bituminous pavement surface
Pave new roadway
Phase 2
When Phase 1 is complete, both directions of traffic would be per
manently routed to the new reduced-width roadway. The work in
this stage would involve restoring the previous roadway section to
park usage.
Remove existing storm sewer lines and grout any connections
to the remaining system
Remove existing lightpoles and conduit along the former east
edge of Sheridan Road
Remove curb and pavement from former northbound lanes
Relocate shoreline boulders if determined feasible
Re-grade the land between roadway and shoreline to ensure
positive surface drainage towards the lake.
Construct new bicycle path and pedestrian paths
Plant trees and restore landscape
The shoreline protection system of boulders (6) should be evaluated by a qualified coastal engineer to determine if the boulders can be lowered, which would
significantly improve views of the lake for a relatively low cost. If this option is
not feasible, elevating Sheridan Road and the adjacent landscape by eighteen to
twenty four inches would make a dramatic difference in views.

Landscape Character
The landscape along Sheridan Road should be left primarily open to the beautiful expanse of Lake Michigan. The landscape along the Calvary Cemetery edge
should compliment that cultural landscape, and transition to a more open landscape on the eastern side of Sheridan.
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