BOARD OF ETHICS SPECIAL MEETING
Tuesday, May 2, 2017
6:30 p.m.
Lorraine H. Morton Civic Center, 2100 Ridge Avenue, Room 2404

AGENDA
1. CALL TO ORDER / DECLARATION OF QUORUM
2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES of:
A. June 21, 2016; and
B. April 18, 2017
3. OLD BUSINESS
A. Continuation of the Review of Code of Ethics Complaint 17-BOE0001 filed by Madelyn Ducre’ and Betty Ester.
B. Continuation of the review and discussion of Code of Ethics
Complaint 17-BOE-0002 filed by Misty Witenberg.
4. NEW BUSINESS
Review of Code of Ethics Complaint 17-BOE-003 filed by Carolyn Murray
5. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR
Mark Sheldon is the current chair of the Board and his term expired. The
Board must appoint a new chair for the Board of Ethics.
6. ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting: May 16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 2403

6/21/16
MINUTES

MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF ETHICS
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Lorraine H. Morton Civic Center
2100 Ridge Ave, Room 2403
Members Present: Mark Sheldon, Kelda Harris-Harty and Jennifer Billingsley
Members Absent: Rhonda Stuart
Staff Present: Mario Treto, Jr., Staff Attorney
Presiding Member: Mark Sheldon, Committee Chair
Guests Present: None
DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Chairman, M. Sheldon declared that the Board had a quorum, with a majority of the
members present and called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
(A) Financial Disclosure Statements: The members reviewed the remaining
disclosure statements from various City board and commission members and
City staff members for the new 2016 statements.
NEW BUSINESS
(A) Review Code of Ethics Complaint 16-BOE-0001: M. Treto reported that the
City’s Law Department received an Ethics Violation Complaint from the
Complainant, Nathaniel M. Cook. The Complaint was distributed to the entire
Board for review prior to the meeting. The Members discussed the process for
assessing a complaint in the initial stages pursuant to Section 1-10-8 of the City
Code. The Members reviewed the facts of the Complaint and assessed whether
there is an ethical issue at hand.
M. Sheldon made a motion and was seconded by K. Harris-Harty to dismiss the
Complaint for lack of jurisdiction. M. Treto commented that he would send notice
to the Complainant per City Code.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m..
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04/18/17
MINUTES

MEETING MINUTES
BOARD OF ETHICS
Tuesday, April 17, 2017
7:00 p.m.
Lorraine H. Morton Civic Center
2100 Ridge Ave, Room 2402
Members Present: Mark Sheldon, Kelda Harris-Harty, Jennifer Billingsley, Karena
Bierman and Vincent Thomas.
Members Absent: None
Staff Present: Michelle Masoncup, Staff Attorney
Presiding Member: Mark Sheldon, Committee Chair

DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Chairman, M. Sheldon declared that the Board had a quorum, with all members present
and called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. M. Sheldon reported that the Board had
three pending complaints under the Code of Ethics to review at the meeting and
requested staff attorney overview of the complaints received.
(A) Review Code of Ethics Complaint filed by Madelyn Ducre 17-BOE-001: M.
Masoncup provided a report that the City’s Law Department received an Ethics
Violation Complaint from the Complainant, Madelyn Ducre on March 13, 2017.
The respondents to the complaint are Alderman Delores Holmes and Alderman
Elect Robin Rue. The Complaint was distributed to the entire Board for review
prior to the meeting.
(B) Review of Code of Ethics Complaint filed by Betty Ester 17-BOE-001: M.
Masoncup summarized the second complaint filed by Betty Ester on March 15,
2017. The respondents to the complaint are Alderman Delores Holmes,
Alderman Peter Braithwaite, Alderman Eleanor Revelle, Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl,
and Alderman Elect Robin Rue.
The Complaint was distributed to the entire
Board for review prior to the meeting.
(C) Review of Code of Ethics Complaint filed by Misty Witenberg 17-BOE-002:
M. Masoncup summarized the second complaint filed by Betty Ester on March
23, 2017. The respondent to the complaint is Alderman Delores Holmes. The
Complaint was distributed to the entire Board for review prior to the meeting.
M. Masoncup reported that the Board scheduled the first two complaints to be reviewed
at the next regularly scheduled Board of Ethics meeting on March 21, 2017. The Board
did not have a quorum and had to reschedule the hearing to the next regular meeting,
April 18, 2017.
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Madelyn Ducre 17-BOE-001:
M. Ducre addressed the Board and outlined her process to file the complaint. M.
Sheldon requested that she explain her allegations of violations of the Code of Ethics.
She relayed that she filed the complaint because she wanted Betty Ester’s complaint to
be answered.
Betty Ester 17-BOE-001
B. Ester reviewed the five allegations contained in her complaint with the Board. First,
she relayed that she alleges it is improper for current elected officials to endorse
candidates. Second, she stated that she believes it was improper for Alderman Holmes
to use City email to endorse a candidate. Third, B. Ester complains that Robin Rue
cannot serve on the Compensation Committee if she plans to run for alderman. Fourth,
B. Ester said that she believes it’s a violation of the Code of Ethics for Robin Rue, as a
member of the MWEBE Committee to present a grant funding request to a different City
committee, Economic Development Committee, as a contractor and subsequently an
employee of Sunshine Enterprises in 2015 and 2016. Lastly, B. Ester explained to the
Board that she alleges a complaint that a business owned by Robin Rue, Signature
Construction Services, cannot receive NSP funding if the company was involuntary
dissolved by the Secretary of State at the time of funding. M. Sheldon asked for
clarification that she was questioning both the endorsement of a candidate by an
elected officials and an endorsement done by email as separate allegations of violations
of the Code of Ethics.
Alderman Holmes addressed both the Ducre and Ester complaints. She stated that the
City changed from an Outlook email system to Gmail email system in January 2017 and
was having a difficult with the transition. She contacted the City’s IT Department for
help retrieving email addresses of people on her contact list for an endorsement of 5 th
Ward candidate, Robin Rue. She wanted to send it to a list of e-mail addresses for
persons that subscribe to her e-newsletter.
Alderman Elect Robin Rue stated that her office is located at 1900 Asbury and is not
owned by the City. She stated that she is a member of the MWEBE committee; it
doesn’t make recommendations for CDBG funding. She was hired in 2015 as a
contractor for Sunshine Enterprises and hired on full-time in 2016 as a program
manager. As program manager she does not have the authority to execute contracts or
negotiate contracts. Lastly, she told the Board that Signature Construction Service
completed the work to rehab residential homes through the NSP grant funding program
in 2013 and sold the company in 2014.
Alderman Revelle said that her endorsement of Robin Rue was not done with City email
or any other City resources. Alderman Braithwaite said that he did not use City email or
any other City resources to make the endorsement of Robin Rue.
Misty Witenberg 17-BOE-002
Misty told the Board that she emailed Alderman Holmes and Mayor Tisdahl her
concerns with campaign activities. She said that wanted to privately sort out the issue
and found out that her emails to Alderman Holmes were forwarded to an individual that
she believes is a campaign manager for another candidate for alderman in the 5 th Ward.
She submitted a Freedom of Information Act request to receive copies of the emails
attached to her complaint.
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Alderman Holmes spoke about her intial contact with M. Witenberg in early December.
She answered questions that M. Witenberg had about the position as alderman.
Alderman Holmes indicated that she was concerned about M. Witenberg’s statements
about “race wars” in the community. She said that she accidently forwarded the email
onto the co-chair of a neighborhood group called “West Evanston Strategic Team”, Jan
Alexander. She stated that she would have done so intentionally because of her
involvement in WEST, but this was not intentional act. She also forwarded the email
onto Dar Francellno, the Mayor’s Administrative Assistant for her to print her a copy.
M. Sheldon adjourned the Board to executive session pursuant to 5 Illinois Compiled
Statutes (“ILCS”) 120/2a, to discuss agenda items regarding ethics complaints,
pursuant to the exceptions of the Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11), (c)(15).
The Board re-convened into Open Session and K. Bierman read the Board’s findings
which will be circulated in a separate report, findings were as follows:
1. Madelyn Ducre’s complaint raises the same Code of Ethics issues raised by Betty
Ester’s complaint, therefore the complaints will be decided together.
2. Elected officials are permitted to endorse a candidate for office. Therefore, the
allegations made by B. Ester and M. Ducre against Mayor Tisdahl, Alderman Holmes,
Alderman Braithwaite, and Alderman Revelle for providing endorsements to candidates
are found to be without merit and not a violation of the Code of Ethics.
3. Distributing endorsements via City email is a violation of the Code of Ethics, which
will be covered by an advisory opinion to be reviewed and approved at the next meeting
and covered at upcoming staff training to the City Council.
4. B. Ester and M. Ducre’s allegations against Robin Rue’s service on the City
Compensation Committee which voted to give aldermen raises is not a violation of the
Code of Ethics.
5. B. Ester and M. Ducre’s allegations that Robin Rue’s company, Signature
Construction Service’s involvement with the NSP program is not a violation of the Code
of Ethics as alleged.
6. The Board took two remaining allegations under advisement and will deliberate
further at its next meeting. The first issue is the potential conflict of interest between
Sunshine Enterprises and Robin Rue raised by B. Ester and M. Ducre. The second
matter that the Board took under advisement is the complaint filed by Misty Witenberg
alleging improper forwarding of emails sent to Alderman Delores Holmes by Witenberg.
The Board called for a Special Meeting to be held on May 2, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. to
reconvene on the remaining issues before the Board and to review draft advisory
opinions.
ADJOURNMENT
Upon motion and second, the meeting was adjourned at 9:53 p.m..
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17-BOE-001

17-BOE-002

Misty  Witenberg

1711  Grey  Ave.

312-619-2276

Evanston,  IL  60201

misty@witenberg.net

Alderman  Delores  Holmes

Elected  Official,  City  Council

5th  Ward  Alderman  for  Evanston

Please  see  attached  dccuments

3-23-2017

Wittenberg
Complaint Addendum

Please see the attached documentation in regards to comments made from the previous meeting
concerning:
1. The level of involvement of Ms. Davis in Ms. Rue’s campaign
2. The extent to which Ald. Holmes knew of said level of involvement
3. Whether Ald. Holmes’ disclosures had greater relevance to Ms. Rue’s campaign vs
WEST (the West End Strategic Team)

evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jalexan801@aol.com
Saturday, December 03, 2016 5:25 PM
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
Fwd: First Slice Pie Cafe

Ald Holmes,
I'm sorry this is so late in you receiving my email to you, Mr Hemingway and Mr. Bobkiewicz. If you receive
it, please forward on to them. Not sure what I did to not make it go through to all,
Most appreciate,
Janet Alexander Davis
To:

Wally Bobkiewicz, Manager, City of Evanston
Lawrence Hemingway, Director, City of Evanston Parks, Recreation & Community Services
Delores Holmes, Alderman, City of Evanston, 5 Ward
th

Re:

First Slice Pie Café and Gibbs-Morrison Cultural Center

Hello Everyone,
I cannot tell you all how excited I am about the Gibbs-Morrison Cultural Center. To have a place within the Fifth
Ward that serves as a place for community to gather, share, discuss and meet is very much a necessary component to our Ward
thriving within itself as well as within the whole of Evanston. It’s exciting too to have a restaurant located inside the Cultural Center,
providing treats and a good cup of coffee, as well as a catering menu. How easy to organize a meeting and have an on-site caterer
manage the food service - or so I thought.
As an organizer for Robin Rue Simmons’ Aldermanic campaign, I was recently charged with the responsibility of
organizing a few events on behalf of Ms. Simmons. Naturally, as a Fifth Ward resident and ardent supporter of Ward businesses, I
immediately thought to utilize the convenience of the Gibbs-Morrison Cultural Center because of the added benefit of the First Slice
Pie Café. Arranging to rent the Cultural Center was a simple task, however working with First Slice Pie Café was considerably less
simple a task. Given that the City has rented the food service area of the Cultural Center to First Slice Pie Café, I feel it necessary to
share my experiences working with their services so you are informed, but also as a way to encourage the City to be engaged with
this, or any other entity to whom you might rent this space in the future. Should First Slice Pie Café remain in place, perhaps they
could be mentored and encouraged to implement some improvements to their approach to customer service and communications.
As an organizer for Ms. Simmons’ campaign, I needed to arrange catering for a meeting to be held at the Cultural
Center on November 28 . At the start of the month I reached out to First Slice Pie Café through various methods - phone, e-mail and
in-person visits. I either contacted or spoke with Sara Beth Tanner, Operations Manager; Nick, Café Manager; and Ann-Louise
Haak, Executive Director, First Slice Pie Café.
My initial contact was an e-mail and it was answered only after I called to request a response. That message led to
several others that went unanswered as well as several phone calls which resulted in promises to be in touch soon. Two weeks prior
to our event, on November 14 I finally met with Ann-Louise Haak. She provided me a formal quote for services and assured me that
our needs could be fully addressed. After reviewing the quote, other questions and further revisions to the our requests became
necessary and on November 16 I asked for changes to be confirmed and a new quote to be issued. With just 6 days to our event I’d
still not heard back and another round of phone calls ensued with promises again made by the Café Manager to have answers
provided quickly. Unfortunately, with just 4 days to our event, and no response from First Slice Pie Café, it was necessary to cancel
our catering request and find another caterer to provide our continental breakfast service.
Our cancellation notice was answered with what seemed to be surprise on the part of Ms. Haak, who indicated that
her staff was to blame for not getting information to me in a timely manner, as well as stating that the timing of our event coincided
with their busiest 10 days of the season, and she too took some blame for the lack of clarity in her communications with me. To be
fair, it would seem they are overwhelmed and perhaps a bit understaffed as at our morning gathering this past Monday our
organizing group encountered several people trying to purchase coffee and baked goods from the Café but there was no one on hand
th

th

th
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to provide service. That might have been due to their hours of operation, or other things, all I know is that my attempts to work with
this business did not result in a good experience and that was echoed by others present on Monday morning trying to do business
with this Café too.
Having a food service entity inside the Gibbs-Morrison Cultural Center is absolutely an asset that should be
maintained. However, it should be monitored by the City to ensure that said services are being provided in a customer serviceoriented manner which will surely help this facility to be utilized more by area groups, neighbors, block clubs, etc. and surely if that
is occurring, the food service business inside the Cultural Center will reap the benefit of that and grow as well.
I thank you for your time today to hear my concerns, listen to my worries about my experience and I hope you will
work together with First Slice Pie Café to find a way to help them fine-tune their customer service skills and thereby further enhance
the benefits of the Gibbs-Morrison Cultural Center.

I remain,
Janet Alexander Davis
5 Ward Resident & Area Foodie
847-475-8423 | 1726 Leland Avenue, Evanston IL 60201
th
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evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jalexan801@aol.com
Friday, December 09, 2016 2:37 PM
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
RE: FW: Please be my guest at my Campaign Kick Off, Dec. 19th at Peckish Pig

Okay.
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
On Friday, December 9, 2016, Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org> wrote:

I really don’t know, we never had one before, but It seems that is the way it will work. The election board will meet on
Monday to review process and complaints I think.

Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!

From: jalexan801@aol.com [mailto:jalexan801@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2016 12:34 PM
To: Holmes, Delores
Subject: Re: FW: Please be my guest at my Campaign Kick Off, Dec. 19th at Peckish Pig

She's still writing checks.wrote three yesterday to pay me back for money I spent, a vendor for the business
luncheon, and James for photography. I called right away last night to say, we are not being paid for doing the
work to help her be elected.

Since there is the primary for February 28th, then those that win go to a final election Aoril 4th?
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
563

On Friday, December 9, 2016, Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org> wrote:

Sending you the below so you can see my point about the treasurer for
Robin. Go to bottom.

Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!

From: Ann Rainey [mailto:campaign=annrainey8.com@mail250.atl221.rsgsv.net] On Behalf Of Ann Rainey
Sent: Friday, December 09, 2016 3:59 AM
To: Holmes, Delores
Subject: Please be my guest at my Campaign Kick Off, Dec. 19th at Peckish Pig

RE-ELECT ANN RAINEY 8TH WARD ALDERMAN ON APRIL 4TH.
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evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jalexan801@aol.com
Tuesday, November 08, 2016 3:53 PM
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
Re: FW: 5th Ward Faith Organizations

Dee,
I appreciate your help in me doing my job for the campaign. Except for Surlock and Nabors, I don't know
where the other Pastors names you submitted are Pastors of? When we talk say Thurs or Fri please help me
with that. Thurs is busy with a meeting at 2 PM and staff meèting at my home at 6 PM, but we need to get these
invites to the breakfast ASAP. I should have a break about 4 PM.
Onward and upward,
Janet
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
On Monday, November 7, 2016, Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org> wrote:
Janet,
I can’t find the other list. These are all 5th ward, but you should also invite, Nabors, Adair, Holmes, Jenkins,
Smith, Morgan, Scurlock. There are also some changes on a couple of these. Let’s talk later.

Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!
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evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org>
Thursday, December 08, 2016 7:20 PM
jalexan801@aol.com
Campaign helper

Janet,
His name is Larry Jefferson, the number I have is 847-475-0886.
Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!

1

evanston
From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

jalexan801@aol.com
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 2:27 PM
glennmackey@netscape.net; gregorybg7@comcast.net; childressjoyce@comcast.net;
emily_erickson@yahoo.com; Brigitte.Rody@sandc.com; baj.johnson8@gmail.com;
BJ1130@aol.com; jrussell@MORAN-CENTER.ORG; sandra_mczier@yahoo.com;
jeremiasdwalker@yahoo.com; shawn.rody@t-mobile.com; cwhite1939@gmail.com;
dholmes@cityofevanston.org; rjoseph@eecs.northwestern.edu; jaclyn727@gmail.com;
bjbates5754@aol.com; rose8royce888@aol.com
Fwd: Robin's Campaign Kick-Off Flyer
Family Focus flyer.jpg

Hi West End Area Block Club,
Robin Rue Simmons is running for 5 th Ward Alderman. Robin has outstanding abilities and is vey qualified
for this office. Please attend her kick off campaign to be held, Thursday, November 17 th at Family Focus,
Dewey and Foster , 2010 Dewey, from 5 until 7:30 PM. This will be a great opportunity to hear Robin's plans
for the Ward and time for you to ask her questions, Even if you don't live in my Ward, how about
attending and sending this invite on to others.
Sincerely,
Janet Alexander Davis
Robin's Campaign
847-475- 8423
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evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jalexan801@aol.com
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 8:09 PM
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
Re: FW: Information

It's not too short, but I thought you didn't want to meet with her? It's okay, you're just kicking the can down the
road. I think she'll wait to meet with you in order she hopes to get some advice from you,....
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
On Tuesday, December 20, 2016, Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org> wrote:

Janet this is my reply to Misty, hope it’s not too short. What you think??

Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!

From: Holmes, Delores
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2016 4:08 PM
To: 'Misty Witenberg'
Subject: RE: Information

Hello.
It is great to know that you felt welcomed at the ward meeting. The Hospitality committee works very hard to
welcome everyone.
I will check my calendar and see what is possible after the first week of January and see if we can find times that works
for both of us.
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Happy Holidays,

Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!

From: Misty Witenberg [mailto:misty@witenberg.net]
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2016 1:12 PM
To: Holmes, Delores
Subject: Re: Information

Hi Delores,

I hope you are well in this freezing weather! Thank you so much for being so welcoming to me at the Potluck
last week. I very much appreciated everyone's hospitality.

I was also hoping for the opportunity to meet with you after the holiday to get your insight on the alderman
position and challenges you've faced working to improve in the 5th ward. I would be happy to come to you,
and I'm available almost every Tuesday-Thursday from 8am-noon after the holiday.

Thank you,

Misty Witenberg

On Fri, Dec 9, 2016 at 5:48 PM, Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org> wrote:
Thank you for getting back to me. I will pass on your campaign email.
391

evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Holmes, Delores <dholmes@cityofevanston.org>
Thursday, January 19, 2017 9:47 AM
Tannen, Michael
Robin Simmons
RE: Robin Simmons

Thank you, I agree Robin is a great candidate and has loads of ideas and plans for the
ward. Keeping my fingers crossed until 2/28.
Let’s keep in touch and get together before or after, I’ll still be around.
Peace and Blessings,
Delores A. Holmes
Alderman, 5th Ward
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
847-373-2965
Dial 311 for non-emergency City services
Together We Will Get It done!
From: Michael Tannen [mailto:mtannenepl@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2017 9:22 AM
To: Holmes, Delores
Cc: Robin Simmons
Subject: Robin Simmons

Delores:
I wanted to drop you a short note and tell you that Karen Danczak Lyons and I met with Robin Simmons
yesterday. We talked about the common goals of and the challenges faced by the Library and COE, and
particularly the citizens of the 5th Ward.
Robin is whip-smart, articulate, and big-hearted. I know you have a lot of confidence in her. Should she
prevail in her aldermanic race, Karen and I think the three of us can accomplish a lot of great things together.
I hope you can join Karen and me for lunch before you ride off into the proverbial sunset.
Peace,
Michael M. Tannen, President, EPL Board of Trustees

11

evanston
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

jalexan801@aol.com
Wednesday, January 04, 2017 8:53 PM
dholmes@cityofevanston.org
Fwd: Meet & Greet at Jennifer Edibles with Robin Rue Simmons, 5 th Ward Candidate
for Alderman of the 5 th Ward

-----Original Message----From: jalexan801 <jalexan801@aol.com>
Sent: Wed, Jan 4, 2017 06:22 PM
Subject: Meet & Greet at Jennifer Edibles with Robin Rue Simmons, 5 th Ward Candidate for Alderman of the
5 th Ward
Hi Evanston 5 th Ward & others,
What better way to support our community businesses and learn about our community by attending the Meet
& Greet with Aldermanic Candidate for the 5 th Ward Robin Rue Simmons at the Grand Opening of Jennifer's
Edibles Restaurant at 1623 Simpson Street, Evanston from 11 until 2 PM, Friday, January 6 th. Come and ask
all the questions you've wanted answered, your concerns, Robin's plans for the future of the Ward and much
more. While there you can enjoy the most delicious food prepared by Evanston's own Chef Jennifer and Robin
who you probably know from the neighborhood she grew up in.
Jennifer's opens Friday, January 6th from 8 am until 8 PM. Please share this email with others.
See ya there,
Janet Alexander Davis
847-475-8423- questions
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
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From the Alderman
Vol. 12, No. 1
October 2016
5th Ward Alderman
(847) 373-2965
dholmes@cityofevanston.org

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS MOST
SECOND & FOURTH MONDAYS

City Chambers second floor –
8:30pm. Meetings are aired live
on Cable T.V. Channel 16.

5TH WARD MEETINGS 3RD
THURSDAYS OF EVERY MONTH

Fleetwood Jourdain Community
Center. Meetings start at 7pm.

CITY’S MISSION STATEMENT
“The City of Evanston is committed to
promoting the highest quality of life for
all residents by providing fiscally sound,
responsive municipal services and
delivering those services equitably,
professionally with the highest degree
of integrity.”

VISION STATEMENT
“Creating the most livable City in America.”
We in the FIFTH WARD will do our best
to help fulfill both of these.

We have always considered September as the
beginning of our year, just like the school system, and in the past we would try to have both
District Superintendents as guests. However,
over the last several years we’ve changed our
schedule and September has become the
“Evanston Police Department” month.
To that end, this September we asked the department to be prepared
to provide the following: (1) a review of the summer activities; (2) an
update of old cold cases; (3) current crime stats; (4) details of what is
being done to help prevent violence in the community; and (5) an update
regarding Dr. Logan’s report which was presented to the Human
Services Committee at their September meeting.
Chief Eddington couldn’t be with us, but Deputy Chief Jay Parrot was
present to represent the department and cover the information; he was
also joined by members from the Problem Solving Team. As always,
there were lots of questions from the community followed by a lively discussion and exchange between participants. One concern expressed
was that the Chief has not been able to attend the last two Police session meetings and it was requested that we invite him in the very near
future so residents can have direct discussion with him. We will try to get
that done before the end of the year.
We also welcomed back Carolynn Murray, Co-chair of W.E.S.T., who
was able to join us again after recovering from surgery.

SAVE THE DATE
October 31, 2016 - Halloween — Official trick-or-treating
hours for the City of Evanston are 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
October 22, 2016 - 3rd Annual Zombie Scramble! —
For more information, visit www.cityofevanston.org/parksrecreation.
October 29, 2016 - City of Evanston Budget Hearing —
From 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. in the Council’s chambers.

Community Services
for extensive list, visit:

www.cityofevanston.org

City of Evanston

Contact the City of Evanston for all of your
service needs by calling 311 or 847-448-4311

Services
Fleetwood-Jourdain Center
847-448-8254
Hispanic / Latino Outreach
847-866-0319
Minority Bus. Asst./MBE Coord.
847-448-8104
Youth Engagement Coordinator
847-448-8049
___________________________________

5th Ward Committees
5th Ward Meeting Organizing
Carolyn Murray
Hospitality/Volunteerism
Dorothy Headd
Muffy McCauly
Lois Wedlow
Gwen White
Patricia Poster
Beverly Dyer
WEST Newsletter/PR
Content Editor: Anna Renée Ross,
847.727.3280
Editors: Bernie Bates, Barbara Blades,
Cheryl Brown
Submissions: Janet Alexander Davis
Layout: Dino Robinson
Photos: James Davis
Printer: Generation Copy
Transitions Content Editor
Content Editor: Bernie Bates,
Please submit all obituaries directly to
Bernie at: bjbates5754@aol.com
The West Evanston Strategic Team is the
sole organizer of 5th Ward meetings and the
sole party responsible for the publication of
the monthly newsletter. As such WEST
reserves the right to determine which community authored articles will be accepted for
publication. WEST regrets it cannot accept
all submissions and may, at times, utilize
excerpted portions of submissions due to
content size restrictions. At no time will the
WEST Newsletter Team edit submissions or
their content without the prior written consent
of the author.

October 29-31, 2016 - The Big Draw Evanston
Festival — The Big Draw Evanston is a month-long, citywide festival that activates public spaces and brings people together through informal art-making.
Learn how to participate here: thebigdrawevanston.org.
November 8, 2016 - Election Day — Your Vote is Your
Voice! Be Heard - Vote!

CONGRATULATIONS. . .

• The Joe “Butch” Martin Fund Real M.M.E.N. 2016 winners: Pastor
Monte’ L.G. Dillard, Sr. and Fred Hunter.
• New Evanston authors who just recently published books: Parables
From The Outskirts Of Polite Society, by Jerome R. Summers and
Throw Like A Girl: How Good Coaches Transform Girls Into
Successful Women, by Coach R. LaShun Williams.
• Evanston resident and Sun Times reporter and editor, Maudlyne
Ihejirika on her first book, Escape from Nigeria, A Memoir of Faith,
Love and War, by Angelina Ihejirika as told to Maudlyne Ihejirika.

Want to help with the Newsletter?
We welcome submissions and your assistance in creating a
vibrant and engaging monthly newsletter. Please feel free to
contact us at evanston5thward@gmail.com.
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TRANSITIONS

Deloris Chess leaves to cherish her memory two children, Nicole and Jesse; two sisters, Gloria and Vivian; a

Sales, Yolanda Reed, both of Skokie, Deon Sales of
Waukegan, Sylvia Jones of Arlington Heights and Daniel

brother, Arnold aka Budda; two grandchildren, Amber and
Jade; a great-grandchild, Legend aka Lil Dee,(whom she

Jones Sr. of Chicago; two sisters, Emma Tyler of Bronx, NY
and Rosemary (Stephen) Campbell of Atlanta, GA; one sis-

got to meet before she passed); step-father, LC Hill; a best
friend, Mr. Howard Hudson; nieces and nephews, Denise,

ter-in-law, Mary Mills of Evanston; 17 grandchildren; 13
great-grandchildren; a host of relatives, devoted nieces,

Holly, Mark, Deedra, Mario, Dawnetta, Tamika and Kyle;

nephews, cousins and friends.

great -nieces and -nephews; cousins; and life long friends.
As small as she was the love of her family and friends knew

Cynthia Renae Milsap is preceded in death by her parents, Louise and Booker T. Milsap and her sister, Karen Milsap.

no bounds.
Mother Muriel Davis was preceded in death by both her

She leaves to mourn, the extended Milsap and Downey families; a host of cousins, friends, former classmates, colleagues

parents and siblings. She leaves to cherish her memory one
niece, Veronica Bermudez in Panama; one nephew, Jorge

and mentees, whose lives were irrevocably touched by the
blessings of her camaraderie, friendship and love.

Shaw in Panama; a host of many great-nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends; one very dear friend, Barbara
Woodards; and one god-daughter, Authrine T.K. Watson.
Over the years she developed many relationships which
she cherished.
Daisy Palmer Harris will be sorely missed by her son,
Jack (Janis) Harris; grandchildren, Cindie Harris, Linda

Jevon Jermie O’Brien was preceded in death by his
mother, Andrea O’Brien; his three sisters, Georgia, Andrea
and Keiasha; his three brothers, Michael, Montrel and
Victor; he leaves a host of aunties, uncles and friends.
Grover Pruitt Jr. leaves to cherish his Pruitt name, legacy and memory to carry on by his children, Donita Pruitt,
Donald Pruitt, Heidi Pruitt, Herman (Tina) Pruitt, Raymond

Harris, Jacqueline Harris, Esther (James) Bage, Theodosia
Harris, Charlene Rall (fiancé Willie Brown Jr.), Trisha
(Michael) Meadows and Jack Harris II (fiancé Katie
Hutcheson); great-grandchilden Lance Gardner (fiancé Rita
Mitchell), Marjorie Harris, Malika Harris, Elijah Harris, Alana
Meadows, Kim Meadows, Jeri Rall, Olivia Rall, and James
Harris; special niece Brenda (Nate) Harris and special
nephew Tynd (Helen) Hurry along with a host of nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
Lawrence Edward Heady leaves to cherish his memo-

(Adrian) Pruitt; his grandchildren, DeAndre (Nikki) Pruitt,
DeAngelo Pruitt, Brandy Pruitt, Betrice Pruitt, DeAnthony
Pruitt, Darren (Kiana) Pruitt, Brian Pruitt, Lonnell Pruitt,
Ashley Pruitt, Raysean Pruitt, Samoan Pruitt, Antione Pruitt,
Dominique Pruitt, DeShawn Pruitt; great-grandchildren,
CaResia Barton, DeNesha Pruitt, Journee Clarett, Brianna
Triplett, Marcus Rice Jr., DeSean Pruitt, DaeVon Triplett,
Lytrell Pruitt, Marquez Rice, Marquise Rice, KeSean White,
Maurice Rice, Martez Rice, VerSean White, La’Niyah Guess,
August Pruitt, Larry Pruitt, Ny’Air Pruitt, Jonah Pruitt,

ries and love, his son, Lawrence C. (Jannise) Heady; his
daughter, LaTrice N. Heady; two sisters, Florence Heady
and Emma Heady; two brothers, Herman Heady and
Leonard Heady; one parent, May Helen Heady; one brotherin-law, James Miller; eight grandchildren, Christopher Rife,
Justin Williams, Sherrise Heady, Daniel Heady-Dominguez,
Lawrence C. Heady Jr., Jakobi Heady, Quentin Heady and
Zachery Heady; two great-grandchildren; nieces and
nephews, Michael Heady, Kenneth (Rebecca) Heady,
Kenneth W. (Felicia) Heady, Rhonda Heady, Monica Heady,
Erica Nsoedo-Heady, Vanessa (Kevin) Purdiman, Gwen
Miller, Tabatha Whitaker, Vance Tucker, Tina Miller, Darrell
Miller and Brian Bellamy; a host of other relatives and friends.
Grace (Bryant) Jones was preceded in death by her
parents and two brothers, Andrew and Willie. She leaves to
cherish her memory her beloved children, Curtis (IIana)

Kashaya McCray; great-great-grandchildren, Jeremiah
Baby Triplett, born in December. Loving memories cousins,
families and friends.
Roscoe Courtland Pryor leaves to cherish his memory,
his wife, Carolyn Sue Pryor of Tampa FL; two children,
daughter Bertha Pryor of Waukegan and son, Robert Pryor
of North Chicago; two step-children, Lisa Mooney of Tampa,
FL and Michael Dykes of Evanston; one sister-in-law
Madeline Pryor of Chicago; nine grandchildren; eight greatgrandchildren; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends all of whom he loved.
Sherman Simmons left to cherish his wonderful memories his loving wife, Lula Simmons; sisters, Virginia Bailey,
Rose Marie White and Brenda Boston; nieces; nephews;
cousins; other family members; and friends.

Continued on page 8
3

BLOCK CLUBS
BROWN NEIGHBORS

Lynne Greene, rodneylynnea@aol.com

CHURCH STREET VILLAGERS
Cindy Levitt, 847-491-9765

COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

Carlis Sutton, 847-570-0047
2nd Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m., at Bethel A.M.E. Church

COMMUNITY AWARENESS
Mrs. Theola Murphy, 847-864-0474

TWIGGS PARK NEIGHBORS
FOR PEACE
Meagan Novara, mnovara@yahoo.com
847-864-5079

FIREMAN’S PARK NEIGHBORS
Barbara Blades, bablades@comcast.net
847-869-6354
Ali Finkel, alison.finkle@gmail.com

1900 FOSTER STREET BLOCK
NEIGHBORS
Madelyn DuCré, 847-475-8617
Meets when needed

GARNETT PLACE NEIGHBORS
Robert Taylor, rptathomepm@aol.com

1900-2000 GREY

Carolyn Murray, 847-338-0721
carolynn_murray@yahoo.com

GREY NEIGHBORS

Eleanor Lord, eleanorlord@yahoo.com
Navine Baskeville 847-418-0717
navine27@yahoo.com

HOVLAND NEIGHBORS

THANKS TO 5TH WARD RESIDENTS
FOR SURVEY PARTICIPATION
By:Janet Alexander Davis, Member • Environmental Justice Subcommittee of the Environment Board

Thanks go out to all of the 5th Ward residents who helped in
September to promote, distribute, collect, and complete the City of
Evanston survey designed to get citizen input on how to spend the approximately $1.2 million of funds the City was awarded to address issues
caused by the Church St. Waste Transfer Station.
The Waste Transfer Station has been operating in Evanston for over 30
years and has been the source of a variety of problems primarily affecting
residents in the 5th and 2nd Wards. Issues include bad odors; rodents; air
pollution; truck noise; additional traffic; and much more. The recent survey,
which received 472 responses, was a great opportunity for Evanston residents to have their say on how the available funds are to be spent.
The City of Evanston and the Environment Board’s Subcommittee,
Environmental Justice, worked together to create the survey and get as
many respondents as possible during the two weeks the survey was active.
Special thanks goes out to: Carlis Sutton; Madelyn Ducre; Carolyn
Murray; Wendy Weaver; C&W Market & Ice Cream Parlor; Gigi Giles and
Ebony Barber Shop; African Shop on Church St.; Barbara Blades; Hecky
Powell and Hecky's BBQ; Meagan Novara; Robin Simmons; Pastor Debra
Scott; Ebenezer Church; Nina Kavin and Dear Evanston; Dorothy Headd
and Jerri Garl, members of the Enviromental Justice Subcommittee; Curt's
Café; Gerri Sizemore; Bonnie Lockhart; Julie Fenton; Lynne Sered; and a
number of Evanston Churches.
We would not have been able to achieve such a great response to the
survey without your invaluable help.

Pat Smith
First Saturdays, 3:00 p.m. Mt. Carmel

HARTREY BLOCK CLUB
Charlene Payne, Monthly meetings

JUBILATION WAY BLOCK CLUB
Robin, 847-521-6434 or Charrisse, 847-361-5294
1st Thursday of each month at Fleetwood
Jourdain Center

LAUREL BLOCK CLUB
Dorothy Headd, 847-866-8578

LEMAR BLOCK CLUB
Russell Dumas

MAYFAIR NEIGHBORS
Todd Smith, 847-309-5630,
Meet as needed

THE HILL GROUP

Muffy McAuley, 847-475-5120,
mf.mcauley@gmail.com, Meet as needed

SMITH PARK NEIGHBORS
Robert Lomb, robert.lomb@gmail.com
Meets monthly

WEST END AREA BLOCK CLUB
Sandra McZier, sandra_mczier@yahoo.com
813-503-1192. Meet 2nd Tuesdays

GO, VOTE: LET YOUR VOICE BE
HEARD!
What’s in a Vote?
What’s in a vote, you ask yourself.
What’s in a vote, you wonder.
What’s in a vote, you hear people say.
What’s in a vote, you ask your friends.
What’s in a vote, you think.
What’s in a vote?
What’s in a vote is your opinion.
What’s in a vote is your future.
What’s in a vote is your country’s potential.
What’s in a vote is your voice.
What’s in a vote is YOU.
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A HISTORY OF W.E.S.T. - HOW IT ALL BEGAN
Submitted by Anna Renée Ross, Editor, WEST Monthly Newsletter

Long before Alderman Holmes was elected to
office the 5th Ward was under-represented in many
ways. I met Alderman Delores Holmes in 2007 when
our neighborhood was working establish a block club.
I remember being immediately taken in under her wing
and genuinely listened to and supported. That feeling,
that’s the feeling we’ve all been offered by Delores
Holmes during her tenure as our Alderman. It’s that
feeling that went into the creation and development of
our 5th Ward organization and it’s that organization
which has been at the heart of supporting our
Alderman all these years.
Back when Mrs. Holmes was elected, in 2005,
there was so much work to accomplish, not the least
of which was gaining the support and trust of the Ward
she was going to represent. Mrs. Holmes was going to
need more than her campaign supporters to help her;
it was going to take an entire team of participants
working together to engage constituents, residents
and businesses alike, so she could properly represent
them in the Council’s chambers each meeting. It was
going to take committed people, like herself, to take a
stand for what was not only best for Evanston as a
whole, but what was best for us as a Ward. And as a
Ward, we needed someone, in effect, to answer to us,
to bring our concerns and needs to the table each and
every month so our collective voice would be heard.
And that was yet another layer that went into creating
what would become the organizational structure of our
Ward.
For the majority of Alderman Holmes’s first term
she ran the monthly meetings, picked the topics based
on what meeting goers expressed an interest in hearing about, and also initiated the beginnings of a few
committees. It wasn’t until 2008 that a more concerted
effort to create a formal organization and structured
committees was begun. The idea we came up with
was to create an organization that was a stand alone
entity, with informed and intentional committees, that
was created, led and supported by 5th Ward residents
and business owners alike. This umbrella organization
would be like one huge neighborhood block club that
would encompass the entirety of the 5th Ward. It
would be comprised of people who wanted to be

engaged with each other as the Ward’s stakeholders
(of which every single resident and business owner is
also one), engaged with our neighboring Wards and,
of course, with the City of Evanston as well. We would
create an entity the standing Alderman would work
with and through, but we’d be our own organization
and not directed nor controlled by our elected official.
Certainly, in the early days we turned to Alderman
Holmes to help identify individuals who expressed to
her a desire to be a part of the bigger picture of our
Ward. And when those of us who were asked to participate came together more names came to the surface and they too were encouraged to participate, and
many did. We grew to a large group of people who had
in mind a general idea that we built that into something
more specific. This is what we strived to create: A collaborative Ward organization that would stand
separate and apart from but also in harmonious
partnership with our Ward’s elected Alderman. In
other words - we’d create a way for everyone to have
a say in how our Ward was to be represented, whether
a constituent from west of Dodge or from east of
Green Bay - all 5th Ward members would have a say
in our Ward’s representation by way of this organized
group. And surely in the beginning, as well as on this
very day, we do have people involved from all corners
of this great Ward - and that right there is an accomplishment worthy of notice.
It was truly an inspired moment of creation - I
remember sitting with my computer, having been
charged with the responsibility of putting together the
written structure of the newly founded Ward
Committees. Committees that would work each month
to ensure all corners of our Ward were represented,
engaged, informed, beautified, welcomed and encouraged to work together. I had a laptop back then and it
was easy to lounge on my couch, computer in lap, tea
in hand and ideas in mind. I was thinking about Mrs.
Holmes, the conversations we’d had, and the other
people I’d spoken with too - people like Janet
Alexander Davis, Dorothy Headd, Lois Wedlow, Dan
Garrison, the late Brenda DeVance, Brigette Rody, and
Dino Robinson. To my mind, these people were fast
becoming the backbone to the various committees
5

WEST Continued!
I want right now, to remember the original committees
and their team members, everyone who came and went
bringing their energy, spirit and love of the 5th Ward to
each and every meeting; to those who could no longer
help and to those who continue to help. Of the original
committees only the Newsletter and Hospitality are the
ones that remain active each and every month, supporting and serving our Ward alongside our Alderman. But let
there be no doubt among you, all committee members,
whether engaged in support or opposition, whether long
gone or still active - every single one has made WEST
what it is today. That is the true testament to our Ward, its
survival; its standing in our community; its people and our
homes and businesses; its continued right to be both a
part of the whole and a very important, separate identity.
Each and every one of those who stepped forward to be
a part of WEST were so very valuable to its success and
it is now that the gratitude, building for nearly nine years,
is offered to each and every one of you. In fact, I think
special thanks should also go out to Janet Alexander
Davis and Carolyn Murray for their unwavering commitment to co-chairing WEST and to finding their strengths
within their Ward work. Specifically to Carolyn who works
each and every month to ensure the monthly meeting is
engaging and appropriately civil, and to Janet who works
tirelessly to ensure the newsletter content remains fresh,
newsy and unique each and every month.
Thank you Everyone for all you’ve done to make
us the strong, vocal, engaged, independent and
vibrant Ward that we are. Give yourselves a pat on the
back, you’ve earned it. And always remember!

being created and they’re but a few of the many who
stepped up to the plate to participate. But it was the
time I spent with these individuals, the things we talked
about and how they were influencing my way of thinking about community in new and different ways that
helped me as I was reflecting on what our teams were
trying to accomplish. And it was in that very group of
words - teams were trying to accomplish - that I found
more of what I didn’t know I was searching for.
Each of the committees we created were to be
charged with a specific set of tasks and in those tasks
the committee members would find common ground,
opposing sides, lack of engagement, total buy-in - it
was all gonna come to the surface. And that’s great!
Because with that a committed group of people can
work out something that will be useful and supportive
to their committee, but most importantly to our community. They’d have to find ways to create strategic positions that would serve the majority and even if those
options wouldn’t work for everyone, they’d be further
developed with the input from those who continued to
feel underserved. Surely there would be differing positions and views - as far apart as Leland and Maple
might be but even as close as Foster and Emerson are
- so too would the opinions and needs of the Ward be
apart and yet so close. Yes, there were lofty ideals
being created, but why not reach for the highest point
and find the place nearest to it from which to begin
work? And so, with these additional considerations in
hand, and mind, I went back to the other task - figuring
out a way to incorporate it all together seamlessly so it
fit us - all of us, in the 5th Ward, on the west side of
Evanston. And there it was, all the words I’d been using
to write descriptions of the various committees, staring
me in the face, and ready to be reordered together as
a strong, conceptual, intentional name of us:

Together, we will get it done!
West Evanston Strategic Team ~
Original Committees:
Beautification; Community Development & Housing;
Fundraising; Hospitality & Volunteerism; Quality of Life;
Safety & Environmental; Newsletter & Public Relations

West. Evanston. Strategic. Team. - West
Evanston Strategic Team - W.E.S.T. - WEST.

www.shorefrontjournal.wordpress.com
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