CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
CITY OF EVANSTON, ILLINOIS
LORRAINE H. MORTON CIVIC CENTER
JAMES C. LYTLE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
Monday, May 15, 2017
City Council meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m.
or at the conclusion of the Rules Committee meeting

ORDER OF BUSINESS
(I)

Roll Call – Begin with Alderman Rainey

(II)

Mayor Public Announcements

(III)

City Manager Public Announcements

(IV)

Communications: City Clerk

(V)

Public Comment
Members of the public are welcome to speak at City Council meetings. As part of the Council
agenda, a period for public comments shall be offered at the commencement of each regular
Council meeting. Those wishing to speak should sign their name and the agenda item or nonagenda topic to be addressed on a designated participation sheet. If there are five or fewer
speakers, fifteen minutes shall be provided for Public Comment. If there are more than five
speakers, a period of forty-five minutes shall be provided for all comment, and no individual shall
speak longer than three minutes. The Mayor will allocate time among the speakers to ensure that
Public Comment does not exceed forty-five minutes. The business of the City Council shall
commence forty-five minutes after the beginning of Public Comment. Aldermen do not respond
during Public Comment. Public Comment is intended to foster dialogue in a respectful and civil
manner. Public comments are requested to be made with these guidelines in mind.

(VI)

Special Order of Business

(VII)

Call of the Wards
(Aldermen shall be called upon by the Mayor to announce or provide information
about any Ward or City matter which an Alderman desires to bring before the
Council.) {Council Rule 2.1(10)}

(VIII) Executive Session
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City Council Agenda

(IX)

May 15, 2017
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Adjournment

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
(SP1) Resolution 50-R-17, Registering the City’s Objection to Cook County’s
Roadway Easement Request through Property Owned by the MWRD and
Leased by the City of Evanston
Staff recommends City Council adopt Resolution 50-R-17 to register the City’s
objection to the roadway easement requested by Cook County through property
owned by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District and leased by the City of
Evanston.
For Action
(SP2) Collective Bargaining Summary - Process
The City of Evanston has four collective bargaining units: Fraternal Order of Police
(FOP) - Officers, Fraternal Order of Police – Sergeants, International Association
of FireFighters Local 742 (IAFF), American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME). Presently the City is in negotiations with FOP
Officers, IAFF, and AFSCME. City negotiation teams meet with the respective
union leadership team to discuss changes to the contracts regarding all allowable
bargaining issues. Staff will provide a brief verbal update on each of the three
contract negotiations in Executive Session on May 15, 2017.
For Discussion

MEETINGS SCHEDULED THROUGH MAY 2017
Upcoming Aldermanic Committee Meetings
5/16/2017

7:00 PM

Housing & Community Development Act Committee

5/17/2017

6:30 PM

M/W/EBE Development Committee

5/18/2017

5:30 PM

Emergency Telephone System Board

5/22/2017

6:00 PM

Administration & Public Works, Planning & Development, City Council

5/24/2017

6:00 PM

Transportation/Parking Comission

5/24/2017

7:00 PM

Economic Development Committee

Information is available about Evanston City Council meetings at: www.cityofevanston.org/citycouncil.
Questions can be directed to the City Manager’s Office at 847-866-2936. The City is committed to
ensuring accessibility for all citizens. If an accommodation is needed to participate in this meeting, please
contact the City Manager’s Office 48 hours in advance so that arrangements can be made for the
accommodation if possible.
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For City Council meeting of May 10, 2017
Item SP1
Resolution 50-R-17: Registering Objection to Cook County Roadway Easement
For Action

Memorandum
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

W. Grant Farrar, Corporation Counsel
Michelle L. Masoncup, Deputy City Attorney

Subject:

50-R-17: Cook County Roadway Easement Request across MWRD
Property

Date:

May 10, 2017

Recommended Action:
Staff recommends City Council adopt Resolution 50-R-17 to register the City’s objection
to the roadway easement requested by Cook County through property owned by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District and leased by the City of Evanston.
Livability Benefits:
Natural Systems – Protect and restore natural ecosystems
Summary:
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District leases the City land along the North Shore
Channel for recreational uses pursuant a lease agreement dated October 14, 1966.
Part of the leased property includes a parcel that sits north of Isabella Road, west of the
North Shore Channel and east of the CTA tracks, as depicted on the attached map.
On April 28, 2017, Cook County Department of Transporation and Highways submitted
a request a 75-year easement utilizing its roadmaking authority to install and maintain a
roadway on the subject property to connect to a property lieing directly north with no
roadway access. The landlocked property is owned by the Keefe Family Trust and they
seek to develop residential homes on the vacant land.
The portion of the leased property at issue has 55 trees, it is an undisturbed forest with
providing a unique site for birds and other wildlife in this urban environment. City staff
conducted a tree survey of the site reviewing the total number of trees to be removed
and additional trees that will die as the result of the roadway construction because of
damaged root systems. Staff calculations indicate that 33 trees will be removed in the
easement area, an additional 15 trees may die as adjacent to the easement area and
affected by the roadway construction, for a total possible tree loss of 48 trees. The Tree
Preservation Ordinance must be followed if the easement is granted which dictates that
the trees must be replaced and/or a combination of payments to the City for the trees to
be placed elsewhere as we deem appropriate.
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Section 4.06 of the Lease provides that “If at any time, in the future, any portions of the
desired premises are required for the construction of highways and roadways, or
adjuncts thereto, such as interchanges, ramps, and access roads, as determined by the
Chief Engineer of the Lessor, for the use of any other governmental agency engaged in
the construction of highways and roadways…..the Lessee shall surrender the
possession of such part of the demised premises that may be so required.”
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago Board is set to review
this easement request at its next Board meeting on May 18th. This resolution will serve
as the City’s objection to this roadway easement by Cook County for a private property
development in Wilmette.
Attachments:
Resolution 50-R-17
1965 Lease Agreement
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5/9/2017
50-R-17
A RESOLUTION
Registering the City of Evanston’s Objection to Cook County’s
Roadway Easement Request through Property Owned by the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago and
leased by the City of Evanston
WHEREAS, on October 14, 1966, the Metropolitan Sanitary District of
Greater Chicago, now known as the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago, a municipal corporation, agreed to lease land that it owns along the
North Shore Channel to the City of Evanston (the “Lease”); and
WHEREAS, the leased property includes land that is bounded to south
by Isabella Road, west of the North Shore Channel and east of the Chicago Transit
Authority train tracks (the “Subject Property”); and
WHEREAS, the Subject Property contains a remnant forest, a unique
ecosystem with 55 trees that are mostly mature providing a haven for local wildlife and
diverts thousands of gallons of storm water from the combined sewer system; and
WHEREAS, on April 28, 2017, the Cook County Department of
Transportation and Highways exercising its roadmaking authority submitted a request
for a roadway easement through the Subject Property and access off of Isabella Road
to support private property that is located in Wilmette, Illinois and owned by the Keefe
Family Trust, attached as Exhibit A is a copy of the easement request and map of the
roadway; and
WHEREAS, the City of Evanston registers its objection to the
infringement of its planning and environmental stewardship because this roadway
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50-R-17
request is not in the best interests of the residents of Evanston and the natural
environment,
NOW BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
EVANSTON, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS:
SECTION 1: The City of Evanston affirmatively states that it opposes
the roadway easement request submitted by Cook County over the Subject Property.
SECTION 2: The City Manager is hereby authorized and directed to send
a certified copy of Resolution 50-R-17 to the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago and the Cook County Department of Transportation and Highways.
SECTION 3: This resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after
its passage and approval, in the manner provided by law.

______________________________
Stephen H. Hagerty, Mayor
Attest:
______________________________
Devon Reid, City Clerk
Adopted: __________________, 2017

-2-
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50-R-17
EXHIBIT A
COOK COUNTY ROADWAY EASEMENT REQUEST

-3-

7 of 29

8 of 29

9 of 29

10 of 29

11 of 29

12 of 29

13 of 29

14 of 29

15 of 29

16 of 29

17 of 29

18 of 29

19 of 29

20 of 29

21 of 29

22 of 29

23 of 29

24 of 29

25 of 29

26 of 29

27 of 29

28 of 29

For City Council Meeting May 15, 2017
Collective Bargaining Process - Summary
For Discussion

Item SP2

Memorandum
To:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From:

Martin Lyons, Assistant City Manager/Chief Financial Officer

Subject:

Collective Bargaining Process - Summary

Date:

May 9, 2017

Summary:
The City of Evanston has four collective bargaining units that represent staff in nearly all
departments as listed below:
Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) – Officers: This unit represents all sworn police
officers, 911 and 311 operators, and desk officers. This unit represents approximately
165 personnel.
Fraternal Order of Police – Sergeants: This unit represents 20 Police Sergeants.
International Association of FireFighters (IAFF) Local 742 – This unit represents
approximately 100 firefighters.
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) – This Unit
represents approximately 350 full/part-time field, technical and clerical staff and includes
the Evanston Public Library.
Presently the City is in negotiations with FOP Officers, IAFF, and AFSCME. City
negotiation teams meet with the respective union leadership team to discuss changes to
the contracts regarding all allowable bargaining issues.
Staff will provide a brief verbal update on each of the three contract negotiations in
Executive Session on May 15, 2017.
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