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In 2014, the City of Evanston established the Evanston Livability
Plan, which outlined the next steps in climate action for the City
and established a goal of reducing community-wide emissions by
20% by the end of 2016. The Livability Plan built on the success
of the 2008 Evanston Climate Action Plan (ECAP), one of the
nation’s first climate action plans. The community has made
substantial progress towards reaching this goal through numerous
initiatives and programs. An update and final evaluation of the
Livability Plan, and what is to come next, is included in this report.

Published August 2017

Plan Evaluation
Livability Plan Framework

Livability Plan Evaluation and Successes

The Livability Plan provided an ambitious framework for the
Evanston community to make significant reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions towards a target of 20%.

Since 2014, Evanston has made significant strides in reducing
community-wide emissions and has implemented several new
policies and programs that provide reason for optimism for future
actions.

Community-wide Emissions Reduction Goal
By the end of 2016, Evanston had reduced community-wide
emissions by almost 19% relative to a 2005 baseline, just shy
of the Livability Plan’s goal of a 20% (see Table 1).

These policies and programs include:
• Securing a three-year community electricity contract
for 100% renewable energy (2017–2020)

Emissions Reduced
The primary areas of success were in emissions from electricity
generation, which were significantly reduced through the continued
success of the City’s Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) program,
which supplies 100% green power to participating residents and
small businesses through the purchase of renewable energy credits
from wind farms in Illinois or neighboring states.

• Passing an energy and water benchmarking and disclosure
ordinance

The other area with significant reductions was commercial electricity,
due in large part to long-term commitments from NorthShore
University HealthSystem and Northwestern University to purchase
renewable energy credits to offset portions of their consumption.
Other areas, such as transportation and natural gas, did not see
sustained reductions and need further attention moving forward.

• Committing to the Global Covenant of Mayors coalition

Falling Short
While achieving a 19% community-wide reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions is a huge accomplishment, Evanston didn’t quite hit
the 20% target due in part to attrition in the City’s CCA program. New
provisions in the aggregation 2017-2020 agreement are expected
to reduce the number of residents that are left out of the program
through a quarterly sweep of new accounts into the program, so we
expect emissions will drop through 2019.
Table 1

• Being named the US Earth Hour Capital for 2015 by the
World Wildlife Fund
• Citizens’ Greener Evanston home weatherization program
• Energy efficiency upgrades and energy audits in City facilities
• Achieving a 4-STAR Community Rating through the STAR
Communities framework
• Purchasing 100% renewable energy for the majority of
City-owned facilities
• Two new LEED Platinum buildings in Evanston
• North Shore Hospital maintains its commitment to match
Illinois Renewable Portfolio Standard each year
• Northwestern University commits to purchasing 75,000 MWh
of green power

Evanston Community Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory
Actual Emissions Performance
2005 Baseline
Emissions

Emissions Performance Goals

2012 Emissions

2016 Emissions

2012 ECAP Goal
13%

All units in MTCO2e

2016 Livability Goal
20%

All units in MTCO2e

Electricity
Residential

154,524

75,269

49,975

134,436

123,619

Natural Gas
Residential

114,674

120,070

106,066

99,767

91,739

Electricity
Commercial

366,025

319,145

268,560

318,442

292,820

Natural Gas
Commercial

224,266

211,300

212,517

195,112

179,413

Transportation

144,318

157,202

189,935

125,557

115,454

1,003,807

882,987

827,054

873,313

803,046

City of Evanston

24,559

16,636

8,144

21,366

19,647

Combined Total

1,028,367

899,623

835,197

894,679

822,693

13%

19%

13%

20%

Community

Percent Reduction

Next Steps

Evanston’s Next Climate Action Steps
A Global Commitment
In 2016, former Mayor Elizabeth Tisdahl committed the City to
participating in the Global Covenant of Mayors, an international
framework for creating a common, structured approach to climate
action and adaptation. Mayor Stephen Hagerty has upheld this
commitment and in August 2017, he kicked off the City’s public
process complying with the Covenant and developing the next
climate action plan to build on the tremendous success of the
Evanston Climate Action Plan (ECAP) and The Livability Plan.
Compliance with the Covenant of Mayors will result in the creation
of a new climate action and resilience plan, an updated greenhouse
gas emissions inventory completed based on the Global Protocol
for Community-Scale Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventories (GPC)
and a comprehensive climate risk and vulnerability assessment.
The new plan will chart the community’s course in reaching the
emissions reductions goals outlined in the Paris climate accords
(26-28% reduction) and achieving 100% clean energy, both
commitments made by Mayor Hagerty in 2017.

Evanston is
committed to
achieving a

26–28%
reduction in
emissions by 2025.

Evanston is
committed to

100%

clean energy

Covenant of Mayors Implementation

The City will follow the above implementation approach to comply
with the Covenant of Mayors and will rely on an extensive public
engagement process to guide development of the next plan.
The next plan will continue Evanston’s strong history of reducing
emissions while expanding the scope to include an evaluation of
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the community’s vulnerabilities to different climate threats
and strategies for responding to the changing climate through
adaptation and resilience. More information can be found at
cityofevanston.org/sustainability.

