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The City of Evanston is a national sustainability leader and has
been recognized for taking an integrated approach addressing the
environmental, economic, and social needs of the community.
The Evanston Office of Sustainability supports Evanston’s
vision of becoming the Most Livable City by facilitating and
managing sustainability projects across City departments, in
conjunction with programs created by community organizations
and residents. The 2015 Sustainability Update highlights
key sustainability initiatives and accomplishments.
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2015 Sustainability Highlights
Livable Landscapes encourages greener
backyards through sustainable solutions
The City and the Evanston Environmental Association
collaborated on the Livable Landscapes Program to
provide community members with tips and workshops to
better manage storm water on their properties. Solutions
include water-absorbing landscaping, as well as rain barrel
installation and care.
Recycled cardboard castle art project at Evanston Streets Alive! 2015
hosted by Open Studio Project.

Envisioning a pedestrian-centric environment
at Streets Alive!
The Evanston Green Living Festival is now part of “Evanston
Streets Alive!,” a multifaceted program featuring free events
that temporarily transform Evanston streets into car-free,
open spaces. The Green Living Festival informs residents
about steps they can take to reduce their carbon footprint.

World Wildlife Fund names Evanston the
2015 Earth Hour City Challenge winner
The City of Evanston was selected as a finalist to represent
the United States in the World Wildlife Fund’s (WWF) 2015
Earth Hour City Challenge. Evanston edged Cleveland and
Seattle to become the US Earth Hour Capital.

Evanston scraps plastic shopping bags
On August 1, 2015, the City of Evanston adopted an
ordinance prohibiting Evanston retailers from providing free
disposable plastic shopping bags at point of sale. The City
launched the “Think Outside the Bag” campaign, including
reusable shopping bag giveaways and the “Share a Bag”
program, to make free reusable bags available at community
centers. Evanston also launched a plastic film recycling
program at the City’s community centers.

Residents see savings and reduce water
usage with the rain barrel program
As part of the City’s Residential Rain Barrel Program, in
partnership with the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District (MWRD), residential property owners can order up
to four free 55-gallon rain barrels to use on their property.

“Drinkability” theme promotes clean and
accessible water for National Drinking Water
Week in Evanston
For more than 30 years, communities across the United
States have joined the American Water Works Association
(AWWA) in celebrating National Drinking Water Week. This
year, Evanston chose the theme “Drinkability” to increase
awareness of Lake Michigan and help preserve its fresh
water resources for current and future generations.

Volunteers help keep community parks clean
Community members were invited to participate in the
City’s annual “Clean up, Evanston!” event in honor of Earth
Day and Arbor Day. Community groups and individuals of
all ages signed up to volunteer at any of the designated
clean-up sites across the city.

Proposed benchmarking ordinance aims
to fight emissions with awareness
On March 16, 2015, the Evanston City Council gave approval
to the City of Evanston Utilities Commission to explore and
develop a benchmarking ordinance. The ordinance would
require large buildings to track and report their energy and
water consumption annually to the City. In May of 2015, the
City of Evanston implemented its own benchmarking plan
through the Energy Star Portfolio Manager to track energy
usage across City-owned facilities.

Volunteers participating in the Clean up, Evanston! event, April 2015.

Email us: sustainability@cityofevanston.org; Follow us on Twitter: @GreenEvanston; Check out updates on our blog: evanstongreenbuzz.org
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