Public Informational Meeting #2
Date:
Time:
Location:

Tuesday, September 24, 2019
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Lincoln Elementary School
910 Forest Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202

Hosts:

City of Evanston
Patrick Engineering
Terra Engineering
Kettelkamp & Kettelkamp Landscape Architects

Summary of Public Meeting:
A Public Informational Meeting was held on Tuesday, September 24, 2019, for the Evanston Main Street
Phase I Study at Lincoln Elementary School in Evanston, Illinois. Approximately twenty-three (23) people
attended the meeting between 7:00 PM and 9:00 PM. Three Evanston City Aldermen were invited. There
were a total of 6 exhibits on display; one (22” x 34”) exhibit showing the existing and recommended
alternative for the block from Maple to Elmwood; one (22” x 34”) exhibit showing the existing and
recommended alternative for the block from Elmwood to Sherman; one (22” x 34”) exhibit showing the
existing and recommended alternative for the block from Sherman to Custer; one (22” x 34”) exhibit
showing the existing and recommended alternative for the block from Custer to Chicago; one (22” x 34”)
exhibit showing the existing and recommended alternative for the block from Chicago to Hinman; and
one (22” x 34”) exhibit displaying the streetscape concept for Sherman to Custer.
In addition to the exhibits, there was a 30-minute PowerPoint presentation by Lara Biggs, Steve Lynch,
and Claire Kettelkamp presenting the recommended geometry and streetscape concepts for the corridor.
Lara Biggs opened the presentation with introductions. She said that the project team used a pedestrian
viewpoint during this study to develop a pedestrian–focused improvement. The recommended
alternative adds curb bump-outs, as well as a raised crosswalk. These are features that will slow traffic
along the corridor and improve safety. Additional improvements will enhance visibility and public space.
At Sherman a modernized traffic signal will be provided with audible notifications. Upgraded ADA ramps
will be provided throughout.
The presentation was followed by a 25-minute Question-and-Answer session for members of the public
to ask questions and provide live input. Staff from the City of Evanston, Patrick Engineering, Terra
Engineering, and Kettelkamp & Kettelkamp were on hand to answer questions and guide attendees
through the exhibits.

Meeting announcements were displayed in Evanston Review newspaper prior to the Public Meeting on
9/5/2019 and 9/19/19. Flyers were delivered throughout the local neighborhood promoting the meeting
in the week of September 16, 2019.
Project informational brochures were available at the meeting for all attendees, and all meeting
participants were offered a comment sheet to fill out at the meeting, or to submit to Patrick Engineering
at a later date via mail or e-mail.

Summary of Public Information Meeting #2 Comments:
Of the 23 attendees, one (1) written comment was submitted at the meeting and two (2) comments
were emailed after the meeting regarding the presentation and recommended alternative. A summary
of both the live input comments and the written comments are written below.
Live Input
Q: How many lanes will there be eastbound under the rail bridges?
A: There will be one lane eastbound under the rail bridges.
Q: Where will mail drop-off be?
A: The study team is talking with the post office about moving the mail drop-off location to the west and
off of the Sherman corner.
Q: Why wouldn’t you treat the southwest corner at Chicago Avenue the same as the northwest corner
with a bump-out?
A: A bump-out cannot be provided on the southwest corner because eastbound thru traffic must be
allowed to continue thru when other vehicles making right or left turn movements at the intersections
are stopped waiting for pedestrian and vehicular traffic to clear.
Q: Why is a permeable surface only in parking lanes?
A: It is not needed for everything to be permeable, just the low points. Also, the parking lanes hold up
better because they are under less traffic, including trucks.
Q: Do you need to worry about what’s underneath the permeable pavement?
A: Yes, it needs to be permissive soil, and we are not putting them right up to the buildings to avoid
flooding.
Q: Are the streetlights just placeholders?
A: Yes, but they follow the new city standard. This will simplify the look. It will provide a clean and
unobtrusive look that allows the place to define its own character. They are dark sky fixtures, focusing
light on the street below. The Tallmage lights (on either end) will stay. Only the Cobra lights will be
changed. They will be 25’ – 30’ high.

Q: Will the be hard white light?
A: They will be LED to 3000 Kelvin and under, which is softer white.
Q: The sidewalks are now bricks and are a tripping hazard. Will the new ones be also?
A: They will be per the new city standard, concrete with a paver ribbon.
Q: Can we get more handicap parking?
A: Handicap parking will be in the parking lot, however, the purpose of this meeting is to solicit
feedback, so please comment on where you would like additional handicap parking.
Q: In Chicago the tactile ADA curb cuts undergo a lot of deterioration. Will these be upgraded?
A: New standards were introduced about 4 years ago. The old ones were plastic and the new ones are
ductile iron which is more durable. They now use anchor bolts, which can pop out and be replaced
easier.
Q: How will duration of the project impact foot traffic?
A: There will be some impact, however, the City will maintain pedestrian access during construction.
Evanston recognizes how important the businesses are and will maintain access.
Q: Will anything be done at the intersection at Forest? There are safety concerns here.
A: The City has tried to do a number of things here like bigger stop signs, crossing guards and brighter
streetlights. The intersection is not included in the current Main Street project.
Q: Can a traffic light be installed there?
A: A signal warrant would need to be completed to evaluate if the location meets State and Federal
standards for installation of a traffic signal. The intersection is not included in the current Main Street
project, however, the City may consider in the future.
Q: Is anything being done along Chicago Avenue?
A: Chicago Avenue will be a separate project. The City has been successful in getting funds and Chicago
Avenue will be a future project. The City needs to stagger the projects per funding availability. If no
grant funding is secured, TIF funds can be used. The current Main Street project a good candidate for
ITEP funding due to the businesses and transit access.
Q: Are the presentation slides online?
A: Yes, on the City’s website.
Q: Are there any hazardous waste sites?
A: No special waste sites were identified.

Q: Is there any consideration to improve the gateway near Metra?

A: Most of the area is UPRR and not much we can do. The City met with the UPRR recently and it’s not
likely they will invest a lot here. The City voiced concerns about the viaduct, sight lines and the unused
third bridge and they will continue a dialog with UPRR to see if there is anything they can do.
Q: For Chicago at Main, can we have lights with a left arrow even with no left turn lane?
A: We need to look at this. It would require split phasing, which limits time available for vehicles and
pedestrians. Split phasing has more delay and backups, which could extend to Hinman and Custer.
Q: Since there is no space for bike lanes, can we do turn boxes at intersections for bikes?
A: We have done that elsewhere but it would not be a good plan here because we have no bike lanes.
This may be looked at as part of the Chicago project.
Q: Will the roadway lights have electrical receptacles?
A: Yes on the roadway light poles and near some of the tree grates.
Q: The UPRR bridge is bad, is there anything we can do?
A: The UPRR won’t paint the bridges, but the City can if they want to. It would be expensive and
intrusive; the City wants a new bridge with a single span, and the UPRR is aware.

WRITTEN COMMENTS

Lynch, Stephen
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

marion * <marion_green@hotmail.com>
Wednesday, October 2, 2019 2:32 PM
Lynch, Stephen
[EXTERNAL_EMAIL]-Maple to Hinman Ave Streetscape, Main st Evanston

Categories:

Green Category

Hi,
I am writing you to provide comments on the Main st project. Unfortunately I was not able to attend the
meetings in person as I had work engagements during that time. I have done my best to review the
presentations but I am concerned that the proposed plan is completely removing any possible future for some
public transit on main street or a bike line, as well not being flexible enough for future evolution of needs.
There seems to be a push for widening the sidewalks, which are already very wide and while they may need
some maintenance, don't seem to be difficult to navigate even in the busiest times. I am wondering if you can
elaborate on that exact need? What prompted the request for larger sidewalks? These are already quite
generous.
What Main st is sorely lacking is a bike lane and public transit to connect the very useful main st train stations
to the west part of town, the Crown rec center, and even potentially other train stations. This corridor has
great potential.
Now, I understand that a bus is hardly feasible right now and that the lanes are narrow. But it looks like the
proposed design would essentially stop any possibility of future improvements in that sense, including a bike
lane, by narrowing them even further.
I could not see any bike lanes in the proposed design, did I miss it? Why is this not part of the project? Cycling
was listed as part of the goals and options in the presentation.
If we are ok to narrow the passage for cars, could it be for more biking spaces instead of larger sidewalk? I
believe we already have an issue with residents complaining about biking on sidewalks, however, it does not
seem we are providing cyclists much options.
We are investing heavily on a great rec center on Main st, it seems safe access by bike would be a nice
addition.
We have a commitment to sustainability as a city, I am not seeing a push from this project around better
options of transportation.
There is a whole lot of innovation happening right now in transportation and moving very fast. Where would a
future slow speed vehicle fit in this project: as an example bikes, electric bikes, EV shuttles or other slower
travel modes?
Could we consider a proposal that attain the same goals you have around safety, and slowing down traffic,
while leaving more room and flexibility for future evolutions?
Thank you,
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Note: I do wish there had been better communication around how to see the presentations and provide
comments on this project to the residents. It was very difficult to hunt for the information on the website, and
the presentation are hard to understand as a stand alone. I also received no notice about the 2nd meeting.
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Lynch, Stephen
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Maureen Glasoe <mglasoe@mac.com>
Sunday, October 6, 2019 8:42 PM
Lynch, Stephen
[EXTERNAL_EMAIL]-Comment on Main Street streetscape project

Categories:

Green Category

Hi Steve,
I’m a resident of the Main Street/Chicago Avenue neighborhood in Evanston. I’m writing with feedback on the
September 24 presentation you gave at Lincoln School on the Main Street streetscape improvement project.
I really like all of the ideas you/your firm presented and am excited about the enhancements that will be made to
this commercial stretch of Main Street.
The only concern I have is about the audio feature that will be added to the traffic lights at the intersection of
Hinman Avenue and Main Street to guide people with vision challenges.
My husband and I live on that corner, and our windows face Main Street. I am worried that the audio indicators
will be loud enough to be audible in our unit during the six months of the year that we have our windows open.
During the day I don’t see this as a problem, particularly because the ambient noise would likely mask the
sound. But at night, it is quieter and I wouldn’t want it to disturb our sleep.
Of course, I understand that this feature is required according to ADA code, and I fully support it for the people
who will benefit from it. I just wanted to register this concern during the public comment period so it is on
record and can be addressed as/if needed ahead of time.
Thank you so much,
Maureen Glasoe
…..…………………
847.903.6836
mglasoe@mac.com
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SIGN-IN SHEET

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT

The City of Evanston Has Scheduled the
2nd Public Information Meeting for
The Main Street Phase I Study
Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
The City of Evanston cordially invites all persons interested in the project to attend
the 2nd Open House Public Information Meeting concerning the Phase I Study for
the proposed improvements of Main Street from Maple Avenue to Hinman
Avenue. The Public Information Meeting is scheduled for the following date:
Date:
Time:
Location:

Tuesday, September 24, 2019
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Lincoln Elementary School
910 Forest Avenue
Evanston, Illinois 60202

The objective of this meeting is to present the need for the improvement, the
preferred improvement plan, the proposed streetscape improvements, and solicit
input from the public.
The meeting will be conducted on an informal, open house basis. A 30-minute
audio-visual presentation will provide a general overview of the study and project
exhibits will be on display at the meeting. Representatives from the City of
Evanston and their consultants will be present to provide information, answer
questions, and receive input.
There are historic properties along the project corridor. Public comments
regarding the project’s effects on these properties are requested.
Written comments regarding the project may be completed at the meeting, mailed
to the address below, or emailed to slynch@patrickco.com no later than October
8, 2019.
The meeting location is accessible to persons with a disability. Persons with a
disability planning to attend this meeting should notify the individual listed below
by September 19, 2019. If special accommodations are needed, the contact
person should be informed at the time of notification.
For more information, contact:
Mr. Steve Lynch, PE
Project Manager
Patrick Engineering
55 E Monroe Street
Suite 3450
Chicago, IL 60603
Phone: (312) 201-7951

DISTRIBUTED FLYER

City of Evanston
Main Street Streetscape Improvements Phase I Study
Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The City of Evanston invites all persons interested in the project to attend the 2nd Open House
Public Information Meeting concerning the Phase I Study for the proposed improvements of Main
Street from Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue. The meeting is scheduled for the following date:
Date:

Tuesday, September 24, 2019

Time:

7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Location:

Lincoln Elementary School
910 Forest Avenue

The objective of this meeting is to present the need for the improvement, the preferred
improvement plan, the proposed streetscape improvements, and solicit input from the public.
The meeting will be conducted on an informal, open house basis. A 30- minute project
presentation will be provided at 7:30 PM. The presentation will include a general overview of the
study to evaluate safety and streetscaping improvements along Main Street. Representatives
from the City of Evanston and their consultants will be present to provide information, answer
questions, and receive input.
There are historic properties along the project corridor. Public comments regarding the project’s
effects on these properties are requested.
The City has retained Patrick Engineering, Inc., to complete the engineering study. Written
comments regarding the project may be completed and submitted at the public meeting or mailed
to Mr. Steve Lynch, PE, Project Manager, Patrick Engineering, 55 E. Monroe Street Chicago, IL
60603, no later than October 8, 2019, for them to be included as part of the official record of this
public meeting. Alternatively, Mr. Lynch can be contacted via email at slynch@patrickco.com or
by calling (312) 201-7951. Questions about the project in general should be directed to Rajeev
Dahal, Senior Project Manager, at 3-1-1 or (847) 448-4311.
The meeting location is accessible to persons with a disability. Persons with a disability planning
to attend this meeting or those that need special accommodations should notify Mr. Lynch by
September 19, 2019.

MEETING HANDOUT

MAIN STREET PHASE I
STUDY: MAPLE AVENUE
TO HINMAN AVENUE

PUBLIC MEETING | SEPTEMBER 24, 2019

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The City of Evanston is performing a planning
study for improving the streetscape and safety of
Main Street between Maple Road and Hinman Avenue. Main Street is a key east-west collector on
the South Side of the city connecting people to
businesses, public transportation, school, and
entertainment.
This corridor improvement project will improve
the roadway and beautify the corridor for local
businesses and residents while promoting economic growth to the south side of Evanston.

PROJECT SCHEDULE









Analyze Current and Future
Conditions
Select a Preferred Improvement Plan
Submit Project Development Report
Obtain Design Approval from IDOT
Submit ITEP Funding Application

Phase II (12 to 18 months)





The City of Evanston and a team of consultants
have gathered and analyzed project data as well as
gathered stakeholder feedback and developed alternative solutions.

Phase I (2019)

Finalize Design/Prepare Contract Plans
Negotiate Property Agreements
Advertise for Construction

Phase III (1 year)


PROJECT MAP

Construction

MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019
7:00PM TO 9:00PM
7:00PM OPEN HOUSE
 View Exhibits
 Submit Comments
7:30PM PRESENTATION
 PowerPoint Presentation
8:00PM QUESTION AND ANSWER
SESSION
8:30PM OPEN HOUSE CONTINUES
 View Exhibits
 Submit Comments
 Ask Questions
9:00PM OPEN HOUSE CONCLUDES

YOUR OPINION MATTERS!
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK
PLEASE LEAVE YOUR COMMENTS IN
THE BOX TONIGHT OR SUBMIT BY
OCTOBER 8, 2019
Email: slynch@patrickco.com
Mail: Patrick Engineering
55 East Monroe, Suite 3450
Chicago, IL 60603
Attn: Steve Lynch, Project Manager

PUBLIC OUTREACH PROCESS
PUBLIC INVOLVMENT


ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The city of Evanston is committed to making sure its residents, businesses
 PUBLIC MEETINGS
and other stakeholders have the opportunity to provide input throughout
the process so the result is a product that the community can be proud of
and benefit from.

STAY INVOLVED
Visit www.cityofevanston.org/government/departments/public-works
to learn more, sign up for alerts, and submit comments.

POWERPOINT PRESENTATION

Public Meeting #2
September 24, 2019

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Introductions
Advisory Committee
Melissa Wynne, Alderman – 3rd Ward
Don Wilson, Alderman – 4th Ward
Cicely Fleming, Alderman – 9th Ward
Lara Biggs, Bureau Chief Capital Planning/City
Engineer

Rajeev Dahal, Senior Project Manager
Transportation/Traffic

Chris Venatta, Senior Project Manager

Alice George, MDM Place making Committee
Katherine Gotsick, Main Dempster Mile
Eric Young, La Principal
Jill Anderson, Park School
Lauren Heckathorne, Park School
Claire Tallon Ruen, Citizens Greener Evanston
Vickie Jacobson, Go Evanston

Design/Construction

Jessica Hyink, Transportation & Mobility
Paul Zalmezak, Economic Development

Consultant Team
Jarrod Cebulski, Project Manager
Steve Lynch, Project Engineer
David Landeweer, Terra Engineering
Claire Kettelkamp, Kettelkamp & Kettelkamp
Landscape Architecture

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Project Overview

Project Purpose and Need
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Improve Pedestrian Safety and ADA Access
Improve Streetscape and Placemaking Elements
Improve Traffic Signal and Street Lighting
Implement Green Infrastructure Including Trees / Landscaping
Inventory and Assess Vaulted Sidewalk
Improve Underground Utilities
Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Recommended Alternative
MAPLE TO ELMWOOD

September 24, 2019

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Recommended Alternative
ELMWOOD TO SHERMAN

September 24, 2019

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Recommended Alternative
SHERMAN TO CUSTER

September 24, 2019

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Recommended Alternative
CUSTER TO CHICAGO

September 24, 2019

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Recommended Alternative
CHICAGO TO HINMAN

September 24, 2019

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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Main: Sherman to Custer
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Main: Sherman to Custer
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Site Amenities
Planter

Trash

Banners

Tree Grate

Bench

Bike Rack

Tallmadge
Light
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Davit Roadway
Light

Main: Mid-Block Crossing
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Main: Elmwood Crossing
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Main-Custer Intersection

VIEW OF MAIN & CUSTER STREET INTERSECTION
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Main-Hinman Intersection

VIEW FACING WEST DOWN MAIN STREET
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Main-Hinman Landmark

VIEW OF LANDMARK BLDG. AT MAIN & HINMAN
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EXISTING HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Project
Location
Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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EXISTING HISTORIC DISTRICTS

Project
Location
Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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EXISTING HISTORIC PROPERTIES

Project
Location
Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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PROJECT SCHEDULE
Hold Public Information Meeting (Today)
Solicit Public Comments (up to 14 days after today)
Submit Project Development Report to IDOT (Mid-October)
Obtain IDOT Design Approval (November)
Apply for ITEP grant funding (2020)
Perform Final Design (2020)
Project Construction (2021)

Project
Comment
Period ends
Phase I
(2019)

Sept
Public
Informational
Meeting #2

Oct

IDOT Design
Approval
Oct
Submit Project
Development
Report

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue

Nov

2020
Grant
Funding
Application
20

Main Street: Maple Avenue to Hinman Avenue
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